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(c) what is the procedure laid
down for travelling o Tibet; and

(d) whether travel to Tibet is en-
couraged or mot?

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL
AFFAIRS (SHRI DINESH SINGH):
(a) Government haye statistics only
pertaining to pilgrims and nationals
engaged in border trade, The number
of pilgrims to Kailsh and Mansa-
rovar in Tibet for pilgrimage in 1992
was 233 and the number of traders
who went to Tibet for border trade
in the same period was 299.

(b) Some pilgrims have reported
that they have faced difficalties in
transportation and boarding and lod-
ging in Tibet, which =re not matters
under our control.

(c) Indian pilgrims travelling for
the XKailash-Mansaro~er yatra are
issued Chinese visas by the Chinese
Embassy in Delhi, while those cros-
sing the India-China border for bor-
der trade at Lipulekh Pass do so on
a special Travel Pass issued by the
Pithoragarh UP district authorities,

(d) Government does not discou-
rage travel to Tibet,

No flag hoisting on Republic Day by
Indian Embassy in Sudan

4130. SHRI SOM PAL: Will the
Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
be pleased to state:

(2) whether it is a fact thay In-
dian embassy at Khartoum_ the capi-
tal of Sudan did not hoist the nation-
al flag on Republic Day this year;

(b) whether it ig also a fact that
such a lapse has occurred for the
first time during the past 25 years;
and

(c) if so, what action Government
propose to take in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL
AFFAIRS (SHRI R L. BHATIA):
(a) and (b) The manner in which
Republic Day is celebrated by our
Missions abroad varies depending on
local circumstances and exigencies
Flag hoisting in the morning is cus-
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tomary. The last Republic Day was
celebrated in Khartoum by our Em-
bassy with a reception, at which
local dignitaries, diplomats and all
members of the Indien community
were invited.

(¢) Does nog arise.

Indo-pak bilateral relations after
bomb explosion in Bombay and
Calcutta

4131. SHRI MOHINDER
LATHER:

SHRI RAM GOPAL YADAV:

W11 the Minister of EXTERNAL
AYFAIRS be pleased to state:

SINGH

{a) whether Pakistan’s hand has
beer found either directly or in-
dire-+ly in recent bomb explosion in
Einvoay and in Calcutta and day by
day mcidents of bomb blasts in both
th2s: cities;

(b if so, the reaction of Govern-
munt Stating its clear stand on the
mat or/incidents; and

(c) its impaect on Indo-Pak bila-
tcral relations as well as on Indian
people?

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL
ATFAIRS (SHRI DINESH SINGH):
() 8ix persong wanted by the in-
viestigating authorfities in the Bom-
bay explosions case are known to
have procecded from UAE to Karachi
on March 17, 1993.

(b) The Pakistan Government
h-ve been requested to cooperate in
Icca‘ing, apprehending and return-
ing the suspects to India.

(c) Impact on Indo-Pak relations
will depend on Pakistan’s response.

Nuelear capaej of Pakistan

2122, SHRI PARMESHWAR KUM-
AR AGARWALLA: Will the Minister
of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be pleased
to st-te:

(3) whether Government’s atten-
tion has been drawn to the reported
statement of Pakistan Prime Minister
that Pakistan had acquired nuclear
capability;
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(b) if so, the details thereof:

(e) what steps India has proposed
to take to enable India face any nu-
clear attack from Pakistan; and

(d) what steps are being taken in
the internationa] arena to deter Pak-
istan from making nuclear weapons?

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL
AFFAIRS (SHRI DINESH SINGH):
(a) and (b) Government have seen
press reports on Pakistan Prime Min-
ister’s interview to CNN on 29-1-1993
where he has inter-alia, stated that
i¢ is true that Pakistan has acquired
nuclear capability.

(¢) Government constantly monitor
all developments having a bearing on
India’s security and take nec:Ssary
measures to safeguard it. '

(d) Our concern over the pursuit of
a clandesting and weapons otriented
prograrmme and its implications for
India’s and regional seCurity and sta-
bility have been conveyed to all con-
cerned.

Indo-US relatious in post cold-water

Perivd
4133. DR. NAUNIHAL SINGH:
Will the Minister of EXTERNAL

AFFAIRS be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government are aware
that the new American Administration
has a focus on Nuclear Proliferation
and human rights issue;

(b) if so, whether Government are
under pressure on the nuclear issue
snd human rights in Kashmir, the
details thereof;

(c) whether Government are aware
of study report of the RAND (orpo-
ration on Indian strategic thinking as
sponsored by US Administration, if
so, the details thereof;

(d) whether Government are also
aware of tha study reoprt of the Car’
negie endowrment or the Indo-US re-

jations in post cold-war period, and
if so, the details thereof?

[RAJYA SABHA]
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THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL
AFFAIRS (SHRI DINESH SINGH):
(a) Yes, Sir.

(b) Government are discussing is-
stieg relating to disarmament, nuclear
non-proliferation and regional secu-
rity bilaterally with the US Govern-
ment. Our position on human righis
and measures taken by Government
(0 uphold human rights have also
been communicated to Lhe US Gov-
ernment.

(c) Yes, Sir. The US Department of
Defence commissioned a study by the
RAND Corporation on India’s stra-
tegic thought. This study, authored
by Dr. George Tanham, contends
that there is an absence ‘of strategic
thinking and planning in India, stem-
ming largely from India’s historical
and cultural development which has
led to tho developmeni of a predo-
minantly defensiye strategic orienta-
tion.

(d) Yes, Sir. The Carnegie Endow-
ment for International Peace’s report
on“India and America after the Cold
War” observes that the end of the
Cold War has created the opportunity
for a significan( improvement in rsla-
tions between the United States and
India and offers a range of poliey re-
commendations to both governments
to overcome current irritants and
Jdeepen Dbilateral ties. Inter alia,
these recommendations CcOver the
aveas of defence cooperation, nu-
clear restraint, missile development,
ecopomic reforms, human rights, nar-
cotics control, Indo-Pak relations,
Indis-China relations and the restruc
turing of the United Nations Secu-
rity Coneil.

Functioning of regional passport.
office, Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi

4134 DR. BAPU KALDATE: will
the Minister of EXTERNAL AFF.
ATRS be pleased to state:

(a) the normal time taken by the_
Regional Passport Office, Shastri



