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who looks after the MPLAD Scheme ...{Interruptions)... If I am wrong, I stand
corrected. But I will verify it.

it Mieht 31ATe : gIATE HEIG Y| HEIGY, JETa T Ye fAaRvr § Sl 3 &
YHTUT-US ST IS &, ATI8IRe 9 I g7 ST & ST Siexd¥e alil 2, 9
BT JHIV-UF I9dT1 &1 Ul &l $HP HROT I6] UL Tl fed iR a1
SRR A8l & 9 o1 Wil 3 T JHT0T-UF g-TdTehx ST 1Y ST T8 &
3R IaTd W1 &1 § HA HEIeg A ST 2T § (b 65 96 A SR b ggi Bl 99
H P foparil TR & 3R I7H | IR BI @7 3 A1 STaarqd $- arel ggi
B A Fg 2? H I W ST Aredr § b o W el Y@ @ A=
SIS B dTel AR gg1 Bl U2 1 Sl € a7 78|

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: Sir, It is a specific question concerned with
the widows, and he is asking about the total number of widows who are eligible
below the poverty line. That information is not readily available with me. I shall
try to collect it, and, then, convey it to the hon. Member.

With regard to part (a) of his supplementary, as I have already mentioned,
if there are specific complaints, they will be enquired into. With regard to
getting the certificate of their eligibility, this is looked after by the State
Government, and if there are any complaints, they can address them to the
District Administration or to the State Administration.

*423. [The questioners (SHRI AMAR SINGH) was absent. For answer
vide Page 27 infra.]

Atrocities on Dalits in Gujarat
*424. SHRI JIBON ROY: Will the Minister of HOME AFFAIRS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government are aware of the news-item captioned, "Upper-
caste men force Dalits to leave village," appearing in the Hindustan Times of
30th July, 2001;

(b) whether it is a fact that the Dalits are being forced to leave the
village in Junagarh, Gujarat under threats and intimidation by Upper-caste people;
and

(c) if so, what action is being taken by Government to check these
activities?
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS
(SHRIL.D. SWAMI): (a) to (c) A statement is laid on the Table of the House.

Statement
(a) Yes, Sir.

(b)on 25.06.2001, about 15 Upper-caste people threatened the Dalits of
Khuinbadi village in Junagarh district of Gujarat to vacate the waste-land
occupied by the Dalits. An offence was registered against them by the Vanthli
Police Station under sections 143,506(2) of the IPC and under section 3(1 )(10)
of the SC/ST Prevention of Atrocities Act, 1989. All the accused were
asrressted and sent to judicial custody. Necessary police bandobast was
maintained to protect the Dalits and their property in the village. Meanwhile,
about 20 Dalit families sat on a fast from 26.6.2001 to 31.7.2001 in front of the
District Collector's Office to regularize the waste-land occupied by them. A
meeting was held on 31.7.2001 by the Collector Junagarh in his office in
which the District Social Welfare Officer, local MLAs Shri Samatbhai Rathod
and Shri Kanabhai Pulabhai and the Harijan leader of Khumbadi village were
present. A decision was taken at the meeting that the proposal regarding
regularization of land would be sent to the Government of Gujarat within one
month and the sufficient police bandobast would be provided to the Harijans
in Khumbadi village. With this assurance.the dalits concluded their fast and
returned to Khumbadi.

On 1.8.2001, a get-together (Sneh Milan) was arranged between the upper
caste people and the dalits in which around 300 men, women and children from
both the communities participated alongwith their local leaders. Members of
the district administration were also present on the occasion. Subsequently
there has been no tension irvthe village. However, police bandobast and vigil
continue in the village.

(c) 'Public order' and 'Police’ are State subjects as per the Seventh
Schedule to the Constitution of India. The registration, investigation,
detection and prevention of crimes are primarily the responsibility of the
State Governments. However, the Government of India has been advising the
Staie Governments, from time to time, to give more focussed attention to
improving administration of criminal justice system to ensure prevention of
atrocities against Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, women and other
vulnerable sections of the society. The advisories issued by the Government
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include, inter alia, sensitisation of police personnel in the matter of
implementation of the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act, 1989 and the Protection of Civil Rights Act, 1955; recruitment of
persons belonging to Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes in the police force;
identification of atrocities prone areas with a view to preventing crimes, creating
awareness among the weaker sections about their rights, etc.

SHRI JIBON ROY: Sir, I do not contest part (b) of the answer. I request the
Government to follow it up and see that the land is distributed to the concerned
people, with intimation to me.

- So far as part (c) is concerned, I am not satisfied with the answer. The thing
is that despite all the efforts that he has mentioned in part (c), the number of caste
atrocities is increasing every day. An important feature is, when the country is
getting hotted up with the Hindu revival, the domination of the Upper-caste in the
State apparatus is increasing. From the figures stated in the reply, that he has given
in the other House, I find that the incidence of caste atrocities are increasing. So far
as Gujarat is concerned, it constitutes 15 per cent of the total caste atrocities
committed in the entire country. So far as Gujarat is concerned, eleven districts
are affected by this.

The second important factor is that the number of acquittals is increasing; the
number of convictions is declining. This proves the caste domination in the State. I
wish to know what steps the Government is taking. Special economic steps are
required. Reservation alone won't do, and, therefore, land reforms etc. are also
required.

Now in Durban, an International Conference on Racism is taking place. There
is a demand from India that the matter of casteism should be included in the agenda.
Casteism is a much more heinous crime against the humanity. Why is the
Government not agreeing to include this in the Agenda?

o} S AT @Y R, 51 B, TR AN 1 Ugol &1 59 1d Bl 41
forar € 5 &1 5 S *@1 & R S=iv g8 Yo 18l § & Sil araT b o
15 f&T & SraR-31=R B, Sl &I Ao 2, ID] FI7 g3, 15 Slefdl & A1
YIS g% 81 T ol ARSI A1 F€ &, |l Bl a7 I8 & fob TOoRT Tawide
4, fSfegae RS 1, fSsRgae woaex 7 |q ANl ®I Shgl g, TR
BIRE & AN Bl T JATIT,NIRT 9IS BT e {6 iR enfwy e fean
3R g8 TR =T &1 S fATdl S81+ I8 a1 Y81 & f9 S &7 3rTel &,
ST &ferdl P 37T BIF &, Sl SRR STHIT 8 98 3
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TP 3raTe B SITge | ot HHeR = ugal &1 areT foha § fh U 7eH & 3R
—317eX ¥ g1 IR I8 ¥ Pl Ul o1 3R e IHD HUX GRIATE! R 3R
ST eTetTe &1 S| 2rifer =ama=n 8147 &iR enf=y fres 891 Qi ol &l firet
SIHI...(FGET)... &t T T & AR W1 &l 669 § 6 g a1 8, g8
a1 Pl TAd Bl H TSl 9 MU a1 FhaT g b 39 G 8199 &
ol S €, § Bl T8 914 8] B8 I8 § AR BIRTISYRT APS o g
ST BRI | HiaTgs (63 €1 &1 vae I §U &, UIieamic - Ui faar
21 U M 3 SEIRIETS gae & iy g’y Ridor gae WY 8189 <Fi &
IS HT §Y &1 TT&1 T% HAIaR HT diegd § bfaaerd W &7 T8 8,
PBIHI T | ...(TGEH)...

S} STtae I AR 9T TSt & e T 4 3179 TSt <1 &, H SN eh! TSt
< FHAT G I...(TqGH). .

N SR TATA T R HRA B TS] H AT < Fhall § | 57 AR Tt
& AP ...(FGEH)...

£} St </ § 91 < Apart g st 1...(aem). .

it <fer fory e R Tl <RIl 4o X@ B11...(FaHm). .

#} $IR AT WHIL: AT B8 I8 © [ <21 4 ol ao WY gfordi & Raae
TR B 32 2 3R 9¢ 32 & I8 Negrel, IR Tord © 4ifes fhrst Y a8 on
PR B...(FIIM)...

Y TS TR : 374) el ORI 4 .. (FaLH). .
2N IR AT T § AR < B I1S] 39! &1 X8 § ..(FGHH)... AR
< BT TSt IAT AT § , I BT A HH §s & ..(FqIH)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Question Hour is over. (Interruptions)... Question Hour is
over. ...(Interruptions)...

7} XS] TRAR : 37T FAT I BR I8 & | [ORM 4 ..(FALH).... AN DI a1
STl T STl & ..(aET)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Question Hour is over. Papers to be Laid on the Table.
....(Interruptions)...

SHRI KAPIL SIBAL.: Sir, on this issue wc need a discussion.
MR. CHAIRMAN: You give a notice. Question Hour is over.

A ST 2 IUTA : IRBR BT H s SIAPR 31 7 |
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