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Production of hank yarn should be such that it 
fully meets the requirements of the handloom 
sector. A kind of levy system may be evolved 
under which 50 per cent of the hank yarn 
production is procured and distributed to 
handloom weavers by the NHDC. The 
remaining 50 per cent of hank yarn may be 
allowed to be sold in open market by the 
textile mills. Then, it will be possible to 
ensure supply of cotton yarn to weavers at 
stabilised and reasonable prices and to avoid a 
crisis in the handloom industry. If the matter 
is left to the market forces only, the long-
cherished objective of supply of yarn at 
reasonable and stable prices so as to sustain 
the employment in the handloom sector, 
cannot be achieved, and the periodical crisis 
in the handloom industry cannot be avoided. 

I would like to quote the statement of Dr. 

Manmohan singh, which he made during his 

address to industrialists in Delhi on  19-4-94: 

"Everything cannot be left to market 

forces."   ...   (Time bell  rings) 

One   sentence,  Sir. 

Lastly, 1 request you kindly to sympathise 
with the suffering and starving hand-loom 
weavers and direct the authorities to go to the 
rescue of the hapless and helpless   handloom   
weavers. 

Thank  you,  Mr.   Vice-Chairman. 

Clearance   for the construction of 

Shillong  by-pass 

DR. B. B. DUTTA (Nominated): Thank 

you. Mr. Vice-Chairman. for allowing me to 

raise a matter of crucial improtance for us. 

The city of Guwahati is linked to the 

National Highway through the Shiliong 

Barak Bridge, with the rest of Assam and the 

States of Tripura, Mizoram and Mani-pur. 

This is the lifeline of the southern areas of the 

entire North-Eastern region. 

 

Thousands of trucks are plying everyday. 
There are other innumerable vehicles of all 
descriptions carrying timber, coal and 
minerals. The entire National Highway passes 
through the heart of Shiliong City. The 
Shiliong City which is one of the finest 
amongst the hill stations in the world, is 
overcrowded with people and vehicles, and 
there is terrible traffic congestion inside the 
City. 

Mr. Vice-Chairman, you are aware that the 
area of Shiliong is very much susceptible to 
law and order problems. The police and the 
para-military forces cannot discharge their 
duties effectively because of lack of proper 
mobility. In fact, from Barapani to Shiliong 
up to Jowai town, the entire sector is full of 
perennial traffic jam for hours and hours. We 
find miles after miles of trucks lined up. 

Because of that, the Government ot 
Meghalaya submitted a proposal for cons-
truction of the Shiliong bypass. The whole 
estimate is for only Rs. 40 crores including 7 
crores land compansation and per year the 
expenditure will not be more than seven to ten 
crores of rupees. This proposal is shuttling 
between the Surface Transport Ministry and 
the Finance Ministry and no decision has been 
arrived at till today. We are going to cross half 
a century of our freedom. Shiliong, which was 
considered as the queen of hill stations, which 
was the main seat of British administration for 
more than 100 years, which is now the capital 
of Meghalaya, which was the capital of the 
united Assam and which is the cultural capita] 
of the entire North-Eastern region, has now 
become, not a beautiful city, but a bottleneck. 
So, I ask whether Rs. 10 crores per year is a 
very big amount of money to relieve the 
highly congested Southern areas of the region 
from shiliong congestions. 

1 earnestly request this august House to ask 
the Su face Transport Ministry and the Union 
Finance Ministry to clear this project 
immediately. This project is of crucial 
importance. 
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SHRI DAVID LEDGER (Meghalaya): Sir, 
with your permission, I would like to 
associate myself with the Special Mention 
raised by Prof. B.   B.   Dutta, 

Law  and   Order  situation   in   Bihar 

  


