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darshan from February this year. But
tul date nothing has come out. I dont
know the reason for the delay. This
Silappathikaram is as important as
Mahabharatam and Ramayanam to Tam-iiiuns.
By encroaching upon the temple of that epic
heroine, the Kerala Government is wounding
the sentiments of the Tanuiians. Since the
Tamil Nadu Government pursues a policy of
friendliness and believes in the dictum, "love
thy neighbour", it has not taken up a
confrontationist attitude. But, since the
feelings of the people are hurt, there is tension
in the area. So, I request the Centre to prevail
upon the Kerala Government, to make it see
reason and to hand over the possession of
Kannagi Temple to Tamil Nadu.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN  (MISS
SAROJ KHAPARDE): 1 would like to take
the sense of the House because there are still
five Members in the list today. If you wish,
we can go ahead with them today; otherwise,
we can take them up tomorrow. Then we can
take up the Health Ministry for discussion to-
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SHRIMATI JAYANTHI NATARA-JAN
(Tamil Nadu): Madam, I have no objection.
The only problem is that while we can take
up the Special Mentions tomorrow also it is
actually meaningless to have a half-an-hour
discussion on the Health Ministry. It is utterly
meaningless.

[ 12MAY 1994 ]
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THE  VICE-CHAIRMAN MISS
SAROJ KHAPARDE): Can we take it up
today?

SHRIMATI JAYANTHI NATARA-
JAN: I dont know, Madam, if the
Members wont to take it up today.
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Problems of the Medkal Students
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Need to Complete Indira Gandhi Regional
Institute

DR. B. B. DUTTA (Nominated):
Madam, way back in 1983 the proposal
to set up the Indira Gandhi Regional
Institute of Health and Medical Sciences,
was approved. In 1985, the Government
of Meghalaya acquired 306 acres of
Sand worth over two crores of rupees.
In 1986, the then Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi' laid the foundation-stone of
this Institute. It was supposed to be
inaugurated in November, 1989. Accor
dingly, all the arrangements were made.
Three hospitals were affiliated to the
Institute and one Malaria Institute was taken
over. Sophisticated equipments worth over Rs.
one crore were also purchased. Now these are
becoming junk. Later on, even a Director was
also appointed. He remained there for one year
and then came back. I don't know why. Some
nurses and junior doctors were also appointed
on a temporary basis. Now,,' nothing is there.
In fact, due to elections, this Institute could not
bo uiaugurated in 1989. This project was
conceived and sanctioned in view of the
insistent demand from the people of the entire
North-Eastern Region because for medical
facilities either they had to go to Madras or
Hyderabad or Delhi. The North-Eastern State
Governments have, spent crores of rupees on
medical facilities. It was thought that such an
Institute would ideally fit in Shillong because
besides being a beautiful HSU station 5000
feet above sea level it is a naturalhealth resort.
Madam 11 years have already elapsed, but
nothing has happened. The public opinion
there is very much against this kind of delay
and denial.

[RAJYA SABHA]
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I would like to request the Government to see
that a communication is sent to the Health
Ministry and the project starts functioning
without any further delay.

Railway Line from Dholpur to Ganga-
per City
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Need to Complete Indira Gandhi Regional
Institute.
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