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Otherwise,   you  would   never   put   your 
pen to: the paper. 

M it becomes a paper, it becomes part of 
the record and 'hen you are tied by it. So, 
there is no question of being tied by anything. 
We have clearly stated the case and I would 
like hon. Members to rest assured on all these 
questions which they have raised. 

SHRI VIREN J. SHAH: What about the  
anti-missile  missile? 

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, no  
misguided missiles,  please. 

SHRI VIREN J. SHAH: Madam, I would 

like to ask the hon. Prime Minister about   the   

anti-missile  missile. 

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I have not 
permitted you, Mr. Viren Shah I » sorry. This 
matter is over. We are on family planning 
now. I am on time-planning. I will call the 
next speaker. 

SHRI M. A. BABY: Madam, just lot, we 
Were discussing the health of the  nation. 
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SHRI JOHN F. FERNANDES: Tie 
Ministry of Environment has banned 
tumigation. 

SHRIMATI   KAMLA    SINHA:    And 
so there are mosquitoes? Good! So we will 
have to fight mosquitous in another way.    
We will have to tackle them in 
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"Madam,   how  many     children do  you 

have?" 

"I have three daughters." He said, "Only 

daoughters? No SON? Who will carry the 

name of the family, Madam?" 
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (MISS SAROJ 
KHAPARDE): I would just like to take the 
sense of the House, whether Members would 
like to sit after 6  o'clock. 

†  [] Transliteration in Arabic Script. 

SOME HON.   MEMBERS: No. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN        (MISS 
SAROJ KHAPARDE):   Anyway, the Minister   
is   going   to   reply   by   5  o'clock 
tomonow. 

SHRI MD. SALIM (West Bengal): If I he 
Minister is going to reply tomorrow at 5 
o'clock, then, where is the time left for 
discussion? Tomorrow is a Private Members' 
day. So, when will we complete it? Is ft after 
the session? 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (MISS SAROJ 
KHAPARDE): Whatever you decide. 

SHRI JAGDISH PRASAD MATHUR: If 
we can finish before noon, then, the Minister 
can reply at 5 o'clock. 

SHRI MD. SALIM: Tomorrow in a 
Friday; and it is the last day of the session; 
and many things can be raised. 

SHRI JAGDISH PRASAD MATHUR: 
They do not have any basinets tomorrow. 

SHRI MD. SALIM: How can it be? 
Tomorrow is the last day. 

SHRI SARADA MOHANTY (Orissa): 
The discussion has to be completed today  
itself. 

SHRI MD. SALIM; We will sit one hour 
more and complete the discussion. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (MISS SAROJ 
KHAPARDE): Now, what is the  decision  of 
the House? 
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Depo   Provera,   Norethisterone   Enantate 
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We   have   decided   to   sit   late,   Madam. It   
is  our  time  I   am consuming. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (MISS SAROJ 
KHAPARDE): There are six more  Members  
to speak. 

SHRI MD. SALIM: They will also speak 
and they will support it. They will endorse it. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (MISS 

SAROJ   GHAPARDE):  If  you want  to sit 

beyond 7  o'clock, I don't mind. 
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We have decided to sit late,  
It is our time  I am consuming. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (MISS SAROJ 
KHAPARDE); There are six more Members  to 
speak. 

SHRI MD. SALIM; They will also speak and 
they will support it. They will  endorse  it. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN MISS SAROJ 
KHAPARDE): If you want to sit beyond  7  'O' 
Clock   I dont mind. 

 

 
Transliteration in Arabic Script 
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SHRI    N.   GIRI    PRASAD   (Andhra 
Pradesh); Madam, 1 will not take much time.    
I will confine myself to two or three   points.     
I   certainly   agree     with most of the points 
made by my coIlee gues.    Due to lack of time 
I will not go  into the  details.    But  one  thing  
is very clear.    Recently, I read in a report that  
our  population   is increasing  at  ft very fast 
rate.    If the same trend continues, we will be 
the topmost country in terms of population by 
2050  A.D. That means   we   will   surpass   
China  in   this respect.    China has largely 
succeeded in reducing the population to  a 
reasonable extent    Their  family  welfare  
programmes   and  population  control  
programmes have   succeeded   to   a   large   
extent   in; towns  but  not in  villages.    Two  
years ago  I  visited   Shanghai.     There was   
a negative growth.    Greyness has increased in   
that   city.    We  should   not   become the 
topmost country in terms  of population.    
What  is the Government doing to educate the 
people so that the papulation   growth   can   
be   reduced? Whatever programmes  they  
have  undertaken in  this  regard  have largely 
failed.    Of course, in some States, literacy 
programme 'has taken  shape.   States like 
Kerala are very     conscious  about  it.    But  
in other   States,     especially,   in  the  rural 
areas, the family welfare programme' or the   
population   control   programme   his not 
succeeded  because  of the  deploable curse  of  
poverty,   lack   of     education. 



 

etc. prevailing in such place*. Even now it is 

not too late. We must take up this programme 

on a war footing. There cannot be any 

ideological difference now even though once 

upon a time   there  were  tome     differences  

on 

this score. But, now, a broad national 
consensus has emerged. This should be 
consolidated and taken forward. And we must 
see to it that population growth is controlled 
to a larger extent. Our problems with regard to 
health and other welfare programmes are 
mostly concerned with the poverty situation in 
the country About 40 per cent of our people 
live below the poverty line. And when we talk 
about health care programmes, I am highly 
concerned about this 40 per cent of the people 
who live below the- poverty line. The rich 
people have got many facilities and they can. 
go abroad also for treatment. Very rich people 
VTPS and VV1PS can have the best of the 
treatment available in the world. But what 
about this 40 per cent of 'he population? We 
do not even have many hospitals in villages 
where most of • these poor people live. There 
are no hospitals and people are required to go 
long distances to take treatment. Even if there 
are hospitals, in some hospitals. doctors may 
not be available or if doctors are there, there 
may not be medicines and the doctors may 
prescribe some medicines and say, "You go 
and purchase the medicines": or say "Get the 
injection and I will inject you the medicine". 
That is how they pose problems. So in view of 
all these things, the poor people are not 
getting any proper medical care and, as a 
result, they are also compelled to go to Pri 
vate clinics or private hospitals. Recently, one 
poor man was suffering from some heart 
ailment and he was re quired to be operated 
upon. At that time, I wrote a letter to the 
Prime Mi-nister asking for some help from the 
Prime Minister's Fund or something like that. 
He was good enough to grant Rs. 20.000. But 
the operation required Rs. 80.000. Even in 
Government hospitals, it is quite expensive. 
As one hospital   in   Hyderabad,   the   
minimum 

charge is Rs. 80,000 and even if they 
give some concessions, it will not be 
less than Rs. 60,000. If that is the case 
in spite of the offer made by the Prime 
Minister, how can that person get his 
ailment cured? So, this is one difficult 
problem that is there. There are thou 
sands and lakhs of such cases though 
every case may not be related to cardiac 
problem. There may be other ailments 
also which require treatment. So, in 
this background, the Government must 
give a thought on how to provide medi 
cal care, health care, to the people who 
live below the poverty line. Unless 
there is a crash programme and unless 
there is-      highly    polluted.      What 
this requirement, I think our people, es-
pecially, the poor people, will suffer in the 
coming periods also. This is one area which 
the Government has to look into. Also, as 
regards various infectious diseases any other 
kinds of water-borne diseases, the most 
important thing needed is clean drinking 
water. In my city of Hyderabad itself, 
drinking water is a problem and the 
underground water there is highly polluted. 
When I visited the place, somebody offered 
me a glass of water. But the nest man advised 
me not to take that water because it was 
highly polluted. This is a place on the 
outskirts of Hyderabad. It is a municipal town. 
They said that the local people were affected 
by anaemia by taking this polluted water and 
advised me to take water somewhere else. 
This is the fate of the people living around 
cities like Hyderabad. The Government must 
have a crash programme to provide good 
drinking water so that the people don't suffer 
because of the wafer-boms diseases. 

Recently I wrote a letter to the hon. 
Minister about a scheme which was existing 
in our country earlier. But nothing has 
happened. The letter was about revival of the 
Community Health Guides. This scheme was 
introduced when Shri Raj Narain was the 
Health Minister. That scheme was abolished, 
maybe due to lack of finances, resources, 
funds, etc.  I don't know what the 
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reason is. These Health Guides were 
chlorinating  the  wells,  advising the 
poor people about family welfare prog 
rammes and taking the sick people to 
hospitals. They were doing some such 
services. In our State, there were abcat 
50,000 Health Guides. They were getting 
Rs. 50|- as honorarium per month. They 
were demanding some higher honorar 
ium and continuation of the scheme. 1 
think   the   Government  committed a 
mistake by abolishing this scheme. They 
could have strengthened this scheme for 
the survival of the nation. The nation 
will survive on the basis of a proper 
health  programme.   There  should be 
some mechanism, especially for villages 
and backward areas so that the local 
people can he educated. They must be 
given some training. I think the Health 
Guides were given some training. I 
think this programme should be revived with 
some modifications on the basis of the 
experience gained. I don't want to take the 
time of the House further. But I want to say 
that while the population increases, the 
budgetary provision is getting decreased. 
Unless this is corrected, nothing will come 
out of our programmes. I think the Health 
Ministry has to prepare concrete proposals to 
help the poor people. It should place before 
the Cabinet a note for its consideration. The 
Ministry must come out with a proper  policy  
on these  aspect*. 

Thank you. 
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN  (SHRI MD. 
SALIM): in the Chair. 

THE  VICE-CHAIRMAN  (SHRI MD. 
SALIM):   Shrimati   Mira  Das. 

SHRI  MISA R. GANESAN: 'Mr. 

Vice-Chainnan, it is nearly seven 'o' 

clock. Only another two minutes  

left.  
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (Shri    Md. 
Salim):   I don't think  she      will      take 
long. 

SHRIMATI MIRA DAS (Orissa): 
Mr. Vice-Chairman, it is a matter of 
shame that after nearly half a century of 
Independence, people in many villages 
still go to quacks and unqualified doctors 
for treatment. Actually they do not get 
any treatment but only some psychologi 
cal satisfaction. So, when we talk of hea 
lth, we should really think where we 
now are and how long the country is 
. going to remain in such a condition. 

I, am glad that the annual Report of the 
Ministry deals with the problem of population, 
at least. We are virtually sitting on a time-
bomb, the time-bomb of over-. papulation in 
our country. It is unfortunate that we deal with 
the satisfies of birth rate and mortality rate in a 
very cold manner. We never think of them in a 
pro-per manner, we never think of them , as 
something which is eating into the vitals 

of this country. The population 7.00 
P.M. problem  is working  just    like 

slow poison on the health of the 
country. It is not that the Government is not 
aware of this. Again I quote the Report.    It 
says; 

, The high growth of population is likely to 
overshadow the achievements that the 
nation has made on the economic front." 

Mr. Vice-Chairman, every year the Report 
says that 17 million people are added to the 
population of our country. On the other hand, 
the production of. foodgrains, clothes and 
other materials and shelter do not grow 
accordingly. This is bound to upset the balance 
in each and every field. There is bound to be 
short supply of materials which will result in 
various types of social and economic problems 
in our country. We have already discussed 
about the! family welfare programmes in this 
House. It is unfortunate that more work is done 
on paper than in the field of family welfare 
programmes in reality.. Unless the 
Government takes some distic  measures,   this      
problem 

cannot be checked. The Government, „ no 
doubt, has adopted a number of family 
welfare programmes, but in the rural ar-ears 
not much work is being   done. 

I come from a rural area. Personally 1 am 
not satisfied with the work of the people 
engaged in the field of health. The birth-rate 
in the rural areas is comparatively higher 
because of lack of proper education, lack of 
proper facilities and lack of services. Given 
the current trend in the birth-rate, I wonder 
how the Government contemplates to achieve 
reduction in the growth-rate from 1.78 per 
cent to 1.65 per cent during 1996 and 2001. 

In my opinion, the Government should think 
of providing some incentive to private 
individuals and voluntary organisations for 
popularising the family welfare measures and 
for controlling the population. 

The Budget provision is just like , a drop in 
the ocean, given the magnitude of the 
problem, I wish the hon. Minister takes some 
sincere and drastic steps; to solve the problem 
sooner than later. 

 In my opinion, the population problem is the 
mother, of all problems in India. For 
heaven's, sake, don't alopt the policy of 
liberalisation in regard to this problem. 

Mr. Vice-Chaiman, Sir, the Government 
always announces very lofty and ambitious 
programmes like "Health for all by the end of 
the century*, but, when it comes to the 
implementation part of it, everbody in the 
Ministry, the bureaucrats and the Government 
agencies join hands to defeat it and they don't 
do if properly. 

Sir, you will be surprised to know 

that the people in the rural areas buy 

medicines fom the grocery shops and 

stationery  shops. Particularly in my 

village, people get medicines from the 
grocery shops and stationery shops because 
there is no medical centre or medical shop 
there. The people have to 
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go to some town which is 15 to 20 km, away 
from the village. The PHC and other health 
centres are also far away from the villages. 
The Government admits that expansion of the 
network of medical centres is not possible due 
to nonavailability of funds. This only showed 
how the target of 'Health for AH' will be 
achieved. 

Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, before raising a 
few demands of the people of Orissa. I would 
like to speak about the spread of AIDS, the 
most dreaded disease. All of us know that it is 
a killer disease. I urge upon the Government to 
take some definite steps to check the spread of 
this disease. The number of those affected by 
this disease is rising steadily and B posing a 
great problem not only for our society bat for 
the whole country. I wish the Government is 
fully aware of tile danger of this disease. 
Otherwise* this disease will have its toll. I do 
not know whether the Minister is going to 
control the growth of population with this 
dreadful disease. 

The Central Government hospitals are in an 
extremely bad condition, what to talk of 
condition of the hospitals in the villages. 
Steps should be taken to see that its 
equipment are kept well and in working 
condition. We have talked a lot of village 
health centres, but when the condition of the 
Central Government hospitals is not good, we 
can only wish that they would work well in 
good conditions. 

I am glad that the OPD timings have been 
extended by one hour. I thank the Minister for 
this gesture. But I urge upon the Minister to 
pay some surprise visite to the health centres. 
Or any of hit offi- 

cers should do this job. Otherwise she 
condition of the health centres would de-
teriorate day by day. 

I request the Minister to set up a 
medical institute in the Eastern part of 
the country on the pattern of the ATMS. 
Bhubaneswar being the pollution-free city 
may be chosen for the purpose. I am sore 
the Chief Minister of Orissa will be 
happy to give land and other cooperation. 
This will serve the patients of Bengal, Bihar, 
Andhra Pradesh and Orissa. 

Lastly I would like to say that after the 
signing of the GATT, the prices of the 
medicines which are likely to cost more will 
become out of reach of the common man. So, 
when we talk of the 'Health for All', we must 
think of the availability of the medicines to 
the com-mon man also. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI WOO-
SALIM):Shri J. S. Raju, do yon went to 
speak today? 

SHRI J. S. RAJU: No, Sir. I win speak 
tomorrow. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI MD. 
SALIM): There are some mote speakers who 
want to speak. Therefore, the dis-cussion will 
continue tomorrow'. Alter the discussion is 
over, the Minister would reply to the debate. 

The House stands adjourned till 11.00 
A.M.   tomorrow. 

The House then adjourned at ten 
minutes past seven of   the clock, 
till eleven of the clock on Friday, 
the 13th May, MPr 




