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Need   to  Complete  Indira Gandhi Regional   

Institute 

DR. B. B. DUTTA (Nominated): 
Madam, way back in 1983 the proposal 
to set up the Indira Gandhi Regional 
Institute of Health and Medical Sciences, 
was approved. In 1985, the Government 
of Meghalaya acquired 306 acres of 
Sand worth over two crores of rupees. 
In 1986, the then Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi' laid the foundation-stone of 
this Institute. It was supposed to be 
inaugurated in November, 1989. Accor 
dingly, all the arrangements were made. 
Three hospitals were affiliated to the 
Institute and one Malaria Institute was taken 
over. Sophisticated equipments worth over Rs. 
one crore were also purchased. Now these are 
becoming junk. Later on, even a Director was 
also appointed. He remained there for one year 
and then came back. I don't know why. Some 
nurses and junior doctors were also appointed 
on a temporary basis. Now,,' nothing is there. 
In fact, due to elections, this Institute could not 
bo uiaugurated in 1989. This project was 
conceived and sanctioned in view of the 
insistent demand from the people of the entire 
North-Eastern Region because for medical 
facilities either they had to go to Madras or 
Hyderabad or Delhi. The North-Eastern State 
Governments have, spent crores of rupees on 
medical facilities. It was thought that such an 
Institute would ideally fit in Shillong because 
besides being a beautiful HSU station 5000 
feet above sea level it is a naturalhealth resort. 
Madam 11 years have already elapsed, but 
nothing has happened. The public opinion 
there is very much against this kind  of  delay 
and denial. 

I would like to request the Government to see 
that a communication is sent to the Health 
Ministry and the project starts functioning 
without any further  delay. 
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