
119 Written Answers [RAJYA SABHA] to Questions 120  

Price Rise of Items Under Public Distri-
bution System 

$1596. SHRI G. G. SWELL : 
DR.   NARREDDY   THULASI 
REDDY : 
SHRI TARA CHARAN MAJUM- 
DAR : 
SHRI JAGIR SINGH DARD : 

SHRI N. E. BALARAM : 

Will the Minister of FOOD be pleased to 
state : 

(a) whether the price of wheat and rice has 
been jacked by 21 to 23 per cent; 

(b) whether this has come in the wake of 
steep increase in the prices of sugar; 

(c) if so, the reasons for the increases; 

(d) the details of the burden on the poor 
sections who draw their necessities from the   
public   distribution   system; 

(e) whether it is a fact that prices of sugar, 
rice and wheat have also increased in the open 
market; and 

(f) whether Government made any ass-
essment of the rise in the prices of food-grains 
in the open market; and 

(g) if so, the details thereof? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE 
MINISTRY OF FOOD (SHRI KALP-NATH 
RAI) : (a) The percentage increase in central 
issue prices of wheat and rice for Public 
Distribution System effective from 1-2-1994 
is as under : —  

Commodity Percentage of increase over the 
previous Central issue prices 

Wheat  21.8% 

Rice  

Common    22.8% 

Fine 24.1% 

Superfine 25.0% 

$Previdusly   Unstarred    Question   656,   Transferred   from  28th  February,   1994. 
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(b) to (d) With a view to partially absorb the 
increase in the procurement prices of wheat 
and paddy paid to farmers during 1993-94 rabi 
and kharif marketing seasons and 
consequential increase in their   procurement   
cost,   the   Central issue 

prices (Ex-FCI godown) of wheat and rice 
issued to the States/Union Territories by Food 
Corpoiation of India from the Central Pool for 
the Public Distribution System have been 
increased with effect from 1-2-1994 as under : 

(Rs. per quintal)  

Commodity Central   Issue   Price (Ex-FCI 
godown) per 
Prior to               from                 

1-2-1994               1-2-1994 

Increase 
per 
quintal 

Wheat     .... 330.00 402.00 72.00 

Rice :    

Common 437.00 537.00 100.00 

Fine       .... 497.00 617.00 120.00 

Superfine 518.00 648.00 130.00 

(e)  to (g) The percentage     variation  in       and Sugar is as under :— the 

Wholesale Price Index of Rice,   wheat  

Commodity  Weekly percent riation week ending 

 22-1-1994 29-1-1994 

age _

5-2-1994 12-2-1994 

Rice -0.4 —0.6  +2.7 —0.8 

Wheat +0.7 + 1.0  +7.1 + 1.0 

Sugar —0.3 +0.4  +4.6 +0.6 

Open market prices are dependent on the 
relative position of overall supply and demand 
of foodgrains etc. in the market. Government 
has been closely monitoring the prices of 
foodgrains. 

Compelling Circumstances for Price Hike 
of      Essential      Commodities 

@@1597. SHRI    VIREN J.     SHAH  : 
SHRI PRAMOD MAHAJAN : Will the 
Minister of   FOOD be pleased to state : 

 
(a) what were the compelling circumstances 

under which the prices of essential 
commodities, namely, wheat, rice, sugar, etc. 
were increased before the presentation of 
Budget; 

(b) whether there has been any review of 
prices of essential commodities in an inter-
Ministerial meeting; 

(c) if so, what are the details in this regard; 

(d) to what extent the hike in 'prices of 
essential commodities has    affected the 

@@ Previously Unstarred Q. No. 651, transferred from 28-2-94. 


