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(c) No, Sir. The average .turn-
round time for ships at Visakhapat-
nam Port during the period April—
February, 1993-94 vvas 6.10 days as
against 7.34 days. during the corres-
ponding period of the previous year.

(d) Does not arise.
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[4 MAY 1994]

to OQOuestions 38

Improvement in the National High-
way from Assam- West Bengal
border to Guwahati

*528. DR. B. B. DUTTA : Will
the Minister of SURFACE TRANS-
PORT be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that
segment of National Highway from
Serampure near Assam—West Ben-
gal border to Guwahati is the life
line for entire North Eastern Re-
gion;

(b) if so, the detzails thereof ;

(¢) whether Government propose
to widen this National Highway
making two-lanes either way along-
with other improvement to ensure
uninterrupted vehicular traffic es-
pecially during flood scasons; and

(d) if so, details thereof and
if not, what are ths reasons there-
for ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE
OF THE MINISTRY OF SUR-
FACE TRANSPORT (SHRI JAG-
DISH TYTLER): (a) and_(b) Yes,
Sir. This stretch is an important
link for traffic from West Bengal
border to Guwahati in Assam and
other States in the Norh-Eastern
region.

(c) No, Sir.

(d) Due to financial constraints,
it is not possible to widen these
National Highways to 4-lanes during
the 8th Plan Period.

Death of birds and animals in
Padmaja Naidu Zoological Park,
Darjeeling

*529. SHRI RATNA BAHA-
DUR RAI : Will the Minister of
ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS
be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that
some rare species of birds and



