81 Written Answers

2. This Press Advisory was issued by
the State Department following a letter
by Ambassador Ray to US Under Secret-
ary of State (for Politica] Affairs) Peter
Tarnoft conveying Government of India’s
concern at President Clinton’s letter to
Pai,

(¢} Government have noted the clrari-
ficiijon jssued by ths State Department.
Covernmeng; monitor con¢inuously all
d.velopments which impact on India’s
ratonal interest and are commited to
take all necessary sieps to  sateguard
[oin’s territorial unity and integrity.

Mweposals of joint committee of India
and Asian Countries

2273, SHRI S 1ADIAV AN: will
th Nimter of EXTeRNAL AFFAIRS

b wicased to state:

{a) whether the Joing Commit.¢g  of
India and Asian countries has finalised

ploposals to develop specific areas of
cooveration and establishing institutional

lrkapes; and
(%) v g, whui are the details thereof?

111 MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MiINISTRY O EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
(SFIRI R. L. BHATIA):

(a) No, Sir.

!~} Does not arise.
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Embassies and  consulates #a Foreign
Countries

2275. SHRI ASHOK MITRA: Will
the Ministet of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
be pleased to state:

(a) what are the details of the new
embassies and  oonsulates opened in
foreign countries during the last three
years; '

(b) what is the number of embassies
and comsolates in foreign countries
closed down over the same poriod and the
details thereof; and

(c) what is the criteria followed for
such openings and closures?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
(SHRI R, L. BHATIA): (a) Eleven
Embassies|High ~ Commissions|Consulates
General were opened in foreign countries
during the past three years. Their d2-
tails are as follows:—



