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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.
C. TENKA): (a) and (b) Yes, Sir. Rail-
ways ure chunging over to colour light
and automatic signalling, track circuiting.
ronte r2lay and panel interlocking  sys-
tems on a need based programme 1oy
colncide with replacements and other
system upgradation plans.

¢y No, Sir.

(d) At present provition of electrical
intzrloking  ar 95  stations, automatic
signalling for 56.06 Kms. and automatic
block clearance 2y 118 sations are in
progress On various zones.

(¢) Tn 1993-94. rupees <eventy crores
have been earmarked for sigualling works.

Railway Terminal betweetn Guwahati and
Tinsukhia

2496, SHRI VIZOL: Wil} the Minister
£ RAILWAYS be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the Railway
rerminal betwezn Guwahati and Tinsukhia
was provided about a hundred years
2go0;

(dy whether Gov:il ment propose to
improvemeny with Tegard to passenger
amenities hag since been made in North-
Fastern region  except conversion of
Railway section between Guwahati to
Lumding from metre gange to broad
gauge:

(c) whether this conversion work has
not vet been completed even after o
lapse of more than two years:

(d) whether  Governmen: propose to
undertake conversion of other metre
gauge sectiong of North-Eastern Region
in to broad gauge connected upto Tinsu-
khia; and

(¢) if so. whar are the details the =of
and if not, what are the reasons there-
for?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF RATLWAYS (SHRT K. C.
LENKA): (a) Yes, Sir,

{by No, Sir.
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(¢) The work of conversion of Guwa-
hati-Lumding has since been completed.

(d) Yes, Sir.

() Gauge conversion of Chapramukh-
Haibargaon and Lumding-Dibrugarh with
linked branch lines is in prograss, Gauge
conversion of Rangiya-Markongselek with
branches to  Bhalukpong/Tinsukia are
incliided in the Action Plan and would
also be taken up in the coming years.

Direct link of Chandigarh with Metro-
politan Cities

2497. SHRI JAGIR SINGH DARD:
Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be
vleased to state:

(a) whether it is 4 fact that Chandigarh
is the only Capital city which i not
directly linked wi'h any of the metropo-
litan cities of the country such as Bom-
bay, Madras or Calcutta, and

(b) if so, what steps Government have
taken in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF RATLWAYS (SHRI K. C.
LENKA): (a) and (b) Chandigarh is al-
ready connecfed by direct trains with
New 0Delhj und Howrah, However, pro-
vision of dircct trains between Chandigarh
and Bombay/Madras is  presently not
feasihfe due to operational constraints and
lack ¢f resources.

Proposal to link Chandigarh with main
line via Rajpura, Punjab

2468. SHRI JAGIR SINGH DARD:
Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be
rleased to state:

(a) whether there is any proposal under
Government’s consideration to link Chan-
digath which the main line vi; Rajpura
in Panjab:

(t) whether any survey has been con-
ducted in this regard, if s0, what are the
details  thereof: and

(cy if not. what are the reasons there-
for?
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K. C.
LENKA): (a) Yes, Sir.,

{b) Survey for Rajpura-Chandigarh rail-
way line is in progress and the report is
expected shortly.

(¢) Does not arise.

Constraction of new railway lines in
Ponjab

2499, SHRI JAGIR SINGH DARD:
Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be
pleased toc state:

(2) whether it js a fac¢ that no new
railway line has been constructed in Pun-
jab since 1947;

(b) if so, what are the reasons there-
for;

(c) whether Government have conducted
any survey for Constitution of new rail-
way line, in Punjab in the near future;
and e B

(dy if so, what are the details in this
regard?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K. C.
LENKA): (a) No, Sir,

(b) Does nog arise,
(©) Yes, Sir.

(d) Survey for Rajpura<Chandigarh rail-
way line is in progress,

Direct link betweer Amritsar and Simnla

2500. SHRY JAGIR SINGH DARD:
Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it iy a fac: thay there is
no direct railway link between Amritsar
and Simla;

(b) whether Government are aware that
in the absence of such , link, vegetables
and fruit growers of Himachal Pradesh
arc facing difficulty in sending their pro-
duce to Punjab and milkmen of Punjab
facing difficulty in sending milk to Hima-
chal Pradesh;
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(c) if so, wkether Government propose
to stary a rail link direct from Punjab
to Simla; and

(d) if not, what are the reasons there-
for?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN T'HE
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI X.C.
LENKA): (a) Rai} link is avaiable via
Ambala.

(b} Doeg not atise,

(¢) No, Sir.

(@) Simla-Kalka is 3 NG line. Kalka-
Amvritsar vig Ambala is 3 BG line. Direct
trains cannot be run due to different
gauges.

Crysting between Tenali and Repalle in
S.C. Railway

2571 DR, YELAMANCHIL] SIVATI:
Wil the Monister of RAILWAYS te
pleased to state:

(2) whether it i a fact that there is
no crossing between Tenali and Repalle
stations on the S. C. Rly;

(b) how many trains are running bet-
ween the above two-stations; and

(c) what are the reasons to demolish
the crossing at Vemur station?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K. C.
LENKA): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) 6 pairs of passenger trains.

(¢) Due to less traffic density.
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