17 Oral Answers

SHRI- M.V. CHANDRASHEKHAR
MURTHY. Not at all.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: . Next
question.

Export of Textile Goods

#605. SHRI TINDIVANAM G.
'"VENKATRAMAN:"
SHRI MISA R.GANESAN:

Will the Minister of TEXTILES be
pleased to' state:

(a) which is the main country to-which
Indian' textile goods arc exported;

(b) what is the foreign exchange .earned
during 1991, 1992 and 1993;

(¢) how much .Increase -Government
expect in textile exports due to. the sign-
ing of GATT: and

(d) what kind of arrangement is made
to boost exports of Indian textiles to
Western countries?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE
MINISTER OF TEXTILES (SHRI G.
VENKAT SWAMY): (a) The United
States of America.

(b) Earnings from export of Textiles
including coir, jute and handicrafts during
1991-92, 1992-93 and 1993-94 were as
follows:

1991-1992 5796.84 Million US
dollars

1992-1993 6589.92 Million US
dollars

1993-1994 7072.26 Million US
dollars

(Upto February 1994)

(Provisional)

(c) It is expected that integration of the
textiles sector with GATT will improve
exports of those products which are pre-
sently facing quota restrictions in the
importing countries.

The question was actually asked on the floor
of the House by Shri Tindivanam G. Venkm-
raman.
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(d) In order to step up exports of
textiles the Government Have, inter-alia,
taken' the following steps:

(i) Introduction of market determined
exchange ratfe system.
(ii) Facilitation of import of capital
- goods, at concessional duty for pro-
duction for export.

(iii) Increased availability of exports
credit.

(iv) Encouraging participation in Buy-
ers Sellers Meet', Fair's, etc.,

SHRI .TINDIVANAM G. VENKAT-
RAMAN: Madam, the answer -given in
respect of part ,(a) of the question is. all
right. But in regard to (b), it is not so: I
asked specifically as ,to what was the
foreign exchange' earned, during .1991,
1992 and 1993; in textiles. This is what. I
had asked.. But he has-clubbed textiles
with coir, jute and handicrafts. I want the
figure separately for textiles. I would like
to know: what is the foreign exchange
earned in textiles during these years?

SHRI G. VENKAT SWAMY:
Madam, with the specific limit of each
category, the total of all specific limits is
460 million sq. metres equivalent of
cloth. Group II: The overall group limit
of 80 million sq. metres equivalent,

SHRI TINDIVANAM G. VENKAT-
RAMAN: I am asking about the foreign
exchange earned. I want it separately; the
earnings in textiles. But he has clubbed
so many things with it. He is giving the
total figure. This was not what I wanted.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr.

Minister, he is asking about the earnings
in textiles.

DR. BIPLAB DASGUPTA: Cotton
textiles. He has combined jute, coir and
other things with it.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr.
Minister, your answer says: 'Earnings
from export of Textiles including coir,
jute and handicrafts...".

DR. BIPLAB DASGUPTA: He
means 'cotton textiles'. This is what he
means.
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THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr.
Venkatraman has said 'textiles'.

SHRI TINDIVANAM G. VENKAT-
RAMAN: Cotton textiles, Madam.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Textiles
include synthetic textiles also.

SHRI TINDIVANAM G. VENKAT-
RAMAN: Let there not be a leading
answer from the Chair, Madam. Let him
answer.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I am
asking him. I wish I knew the answer. I
would have given you.

SHRI TINDIVANAM G. VENKAT-
RAMAN: Whenever I am in trouble, the
Chair always helps me.

SHRI G. VENKAT SWAMY:
Madam, during 1992-93 and 1993-94 up
to February, 1994, in the case of cotton
textiles, it is 2,600 ...........
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SHRI TINDIVANAM G. VENKAT-
RAMAN: Madam, the answer to part (c)
of my question is also unsatisfactory. My
question  was: 'how much increase
Government expect in textile exports due
to the signing of G.AT.T?. The answer
is: it is expected that integration of the
textiles sector with G.A.T.T. will im-
prove exports of those products which arc
presently facing quota restrictions in the
importing countries'. Is this an answer.
Madam? (Interruptions): This is not at all
a reply. The Government is saying so
many things about G.A.T.T., that this
would improve our textile exports and all
that; that our exports would flourish like
anything. I would like to know from the
hon. Minister: What are his expectations?
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There may be great expectations, but
there may be great failures also. There-
fore, please tell us as to what your
expectation is. How do you say that
exports would improve? How are you
going to see that, by signing the
G.A.T.T., textile exports improve?
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SHRI PRAGADA KOTAIAH:
Madam, the export of textiles includes
handloom products. There is great de-
mand in foreign countries for bedspreads,
furnishing fabrics and towels, for the
production of which the handloom weav-
ers are unable to secure the counts from
10s to 40s. Their prices have gone up by
more than 100 per cent. Therefore, how

[10 MAY 1994)

to Questions 22

are you going to fulfil the policy of
promoting the export of handloom pro-
ducts without supplying yarn to the pro-
ducers to produce exportable handloom
products, and what are the arrangements
that you have made to supply yam at
reasonable rates, particularly to the pro-
ducers producing exportable handloom
products?
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Yesterday he raised the issue of increase
in the price of yarn. I promised him that
somebody would answer.
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DR. NAUNIHAL SINGH: Madam, I
would like to ask the hon. Minister...(In-
terruptions)
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THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr.
Kotaiah, just let me explain what the -
Minister has said;

SHRI PRAGADA KOTAIAH: Let
me explain, Madam.

'THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I am'
explaining to you. You please sit down.
He says that he is trying to get the price
of yarn reduced. Then only the. redressal
of' your grievances dan take place.

DR. NAUNIHAL SINGH: 'Madam, I
would like to know from the hon. Minis-
ter- if during the last three years, any
, international marketing survey has been
conducted in' various' potential markets
of the world by engaging professionals to
find out the prospective demand for dif-
ferent varieties .of. textiles in .order to
help -organise, systematic production to
boost exports. If so, the details may be
given.
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DR. NAUNIHAL SINGH: Madam,
my question has not been answered at
all.

SHRI PRAMOD MAHAJAN: The
Member is asking whether a market sur-
vey has been conducted or not. The
Minister can say "yes" or "no".

DR. NAUNIHAL SINGH: It is a
very specific question. I want a specific
answer ...(Interruptions)

SHRI PRAMOD MAHAJAN: He is
not answering what has been asked. This
is insult to the Members. He can say
that he does not have the information.
He can say "yes". He can say "no". The
Member is asking about the market sur-
vey, but the Minister is talking about the
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European. community and other things.
(Interruptions)
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SHRIMATI MIRA DAS: Madam,
the Minister has replied that he is trying
his level best to lessen the price of yarn.
I do not doubt his sincerity. I only want
to know whether any time-bound prog-
ramme has been drawn up and when he
is going to do it. The families in Andhra
Pradesh are dying without work. When
is he going to implement it?
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SHRI PRAGADA KOTAIAH: The
lives of millions of handloom workers
are at stake. The Minister has not given
a satisfactory reply. Therefore, I want a
half-an-hour discussion on this question.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: We
will look into it. Q.No. 606.



