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Pendisg Passport Applications at Regional
Passport Office, Bangalore

0638, SHRI K. RAHMAN KHAN:

Will  the Minister of EXTERNAL
AFFAIRS be pleased to state:

(a) total number of passport
applications for issuc of passports

pending with the Regional Passport
Office. Bangalore ull 31st March 1994,

(b) what is the number of applications
out of them which arc pending (i) bclow
three months (ii) below six months (i)
six months and above. and

(c) steps taken to clear thc pending
application?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
(SHRI R.L. BHATIA): (a) and (b) A
total of 35904 applications were pending
on 31.3.94 with the Passport Office
Bangalore of which 20948 were pending
for over a month according to provisional
figures. Statistics are maintained for total
pendency and pendency over one month.
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{c} Government have taken a number
of steps to reduce the pendency at
Passport Offices and expedite the issue of
passports including inter alia
augumentation  of  staff  strength,
streamlining of procedures and the
introduction of a productivity linked
incentive scheme.

Cultural Programmes Organised by ICCR

6639. SHRI K. RAHMAN KHAN:
Will  the Minister of EXTERNAL
AFFAIRS be pleased to state:

{a) what are the activities of ICCR to
promote cultural relations with Gulf and
O.1.C. countries;

(b) how many cultural exchange
programmes were organised during 1993-
94 in the Gulf and O.1.C. countries; and

(c) what are the details of programmes
of ICCR scheduled for 1994-95
particularly with Gult and OIC countries?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
(SHRI  SALMAN  KHURSHEED):
(a) ICCR’s activities to promote cultural
relations with Gulf and O.1.C. countries
include exchange of performing artists,
exchange of visits by eminent persons,
presentation of books, holding of
photographicpainting  exhibitions and
grant of scholarships under Cultural
Exchange Programmes to these countrics.

(b) During 1993-94, ICCR-

(1) received two cultural troupes
from Syria and Egypt;

(il) sent out one cultural troupes
each to Uganda, Pakistan, Muscat
and three troupes to Egypt;

(iii) received 24 eminent persons
from Bangladesh Egypt, Syria,
Jordan and Afghanistan;

(iv) arranged visit by 3 eminent
persons to Malaysia and
Bangladesh;

(v) presented, through respective
Indian Missions, 148 books on
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various aspects of India to
University of Cairo and 3 books to
emiment personalities in Ankara;
and

(vi) put up an exhibition of Indian
photographs titled ‘My Land My
People’ in Cairo, Beirut and other
towns in Lecbanon.

(c) The details of programmes of
ICCR proposed for 1994-95 with Gulf
and O.I.C. countries are as under:

PERFORMING ARTS

1. Incoming Performing Arts

ICCR proposes to host the festival
“Arts of Bangladesh™ in the second
half of 1994.

2. Outgoing Performing Arts

ICCR proposes to send 5 troupes in
the financial year 1994-95 on a
performance tour of Bangladcsh,
Maldives, Pakistan, Syria, Turkcv.
UAE, Bahrain, Qatar, Yemen and
Uganda.

VISITORS PROGRAMME
1. Incoming Visitors

ICCR proposes to host - (1) two
scholars from Bangladesh: (ii) Mr.
Bulent  Ecevet, Chairman  of the
Democratic Left Party and forma
Prime Minister of Turkev; and ()

Prof. John Seebuwufa Vice
Chancellor, Makererc  University.,
Uganda.

2. Outgoing Visitors

ICCR proposes to send onc Qari to
visit Bangladesh to participate at the
International Qirat Confercnce.

PRESENTATIOM OF BOOKS

Presentation of books to institutions
universities would be done on receipt of
requests from our Missions abroad.

[RAIYA SABHA]
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OFFERS OF SCHOLARSHIP UNDER
CULTURAL EXCHANGE
PROGRAMME

The following slots for the year 1994-95
have been offered to the following
countries:

Afghanistan — 10
Algeria — 2
Egypt — 11
Bangladesh - 110
Bahrain — 34
Iran — 10
Jordan — 4-5
Sudan — 5
Kyrghyzstan — 5
Maldives — 3
Malaysia — 2
Nigeria — 10
Oman — 8
Syna — 5
Somalia — S
Scnegal — 3.4
Turkev — 4
Tajikistan — 5
Tunisia — 2
Turkmenistan — 5
Uganda — 2
Yemen — 23

Deployment of Prithvi Missile

6640 DR. BAPU KALDATE:
SHRIMATI KAMLA SINHA.

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL
AFFAIRS bc plcased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the US has
asked the Government of India to stall
the deployment of indigenous battle ficld
support  Prithvi  missile by offering
defence technology transfers in sclected
areas and to stop delivery of F-16s to
Pakistan;

(b) if so. what are the details thercof
stating the implications involved; and

(c) what is the reaction of Governmcnt
with rcgard thereto?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS



