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Eradication of Illiteracy

3426. SHRI ASHOK MITRA: Will the
Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE DEVE-
LOPMENT be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government propose to eradi-
cate illiteracy from the country before the end
of the present century;

(b) if so, whether the total literacy
campaign which is currently on is considered
adequate for the purpose :

(c) the measures taken to ensure that neo-
literates under the total literacy campaign do
not lapse into illiteracy; and

(d) the total annual outlay proposed for
each of the next; five years for eradication of
illiteracy ?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT (DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION AND DEPARTMENT OF
CULTURE) (KUMARI SELJA) : (a) and
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(b) As enshrined in the Delhi Declaration of
16th December, 1993 the Government
proposes to ensure, by the year 2000 or at the
earliest possible moment, a place for every
child in a school or appropriate education
programe according to his or her capabilities.
The Total Literacy Campaigns cater to
primarily the age group of 15—35. Through
this strategy the entire illiterate population in
this age group is proposed to be covered.
Universalisation of Elementary Education,
Non-formal Education for School Drop-outs
and the Adult Education Pro-grammes under
the National Literacy Mission constitute the
three pronged strategy to eradicate illiteracy
from the country.

(c) Each Total Literacy Compaign is fol
lowed by a Post Literacy Compaign to
ensure that the neo-literates do not relapse
into illiteracy. Apart from the Post Literacy
Campaigns, there is also a Centrally Spon
sored Scheme of Post Literacy and Conti
nuing Education under which institutionalis
ed arrangements have been made through
the setting up of Jana Shikshan Nilayams.

(d) During the 8th plan an allocation of
Rs. 1,400 crores has been made Adult Edu
cation and Rs. 2,880 crores under Elemen
tary Education.
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