277 Written Answers

CULTURE) (KUMARI SELJA): (a) Accor-
ding to the mformatfon furnished by the
University Grants Commission besides
releasing non-plan maintenance grants to the
University of Delhi and its colleges, the
Commission has made allocation of Rs. 12.85
crores to the University of Delhi for the 8th
plan period for improving the quality and
efficiency of departments and faculties by
upgrading and modernising the laboratory,
library, equipment and workshop facilities
and strengthening Central Instrumentaion
facilities.

(b) Yes, Sir. There is a rising trend for
seeking enrolment in the University of Delhi.

(c) The Government of National Capital
Territory of Delhi has informed that it
proposes to set up three new degree colleges
in Delhi and the funds for this purpose Have
been provided in its budget for the year 1994-
95.

(d) Does not arise.

Preservation of Cultural Property

3448. SHRI KRISHNA KUMAR BIRLA:
Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state :

(a) whether there is persistent demand to
involve private sector in the conservation of
cultural property in the country;

(b) if to, the reaction of Government in this
regard;

(c) whether Government agencies are not
able to conserve cultural property in the
country ; and

(d) the steps now Government propose to
take in this regard?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT (DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION AND DEPARTMENT OF
CULTURE) (KUMARI SELJA): (a) to (d)
The Government has not received any such
demend from public or private Insti-
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tutions to involve private sector in the
conservation of cultural property. However the
Government will not be averse to involve any
private organisation competent to carry out
such conservation. The Indias National Trust
for Art and Cultural Heritage and its branches
are encouraged to involve themselves in this
task. These Oranisations and any other private
effort are welcome, not because Government
is not able to do these activities but any
number of Organisations supplementing
efforts in this regard will be to the ultimate
benefit of preservation and conserving our
priceless Cultural Heritage.
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Yashpal Committee Report on Academic
Burden on Students

3450. SHRI GAYA SINGH:

SHRIN. E. BALARAM :

Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT be pleased to
stats :

(a) whether the Chaturvedi Panel consti
tuted by the Central Government to examine
the feasibility of the Yashpal Committee
report in the reduction of the academic
burden on school students has completed
its study; and

(b) The main recommendations made by
the said panel and Govenrment's decision
thereon ?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT (DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION AND DEPARTMENT OF
CULTURE) (KUMARI SELJA): (a) The
Group set up under the Chairmanship of Shri
Y.N. Chaturvedi, Additional Secretary
1'Mucation) of this Ministry has since sub-
mitted its report.

(b) The main recommendations made by the
Group under Shri Chaturvedi include, (i)
advice for greater teacher participation in
curriculum development activities ; (ii)
screening of all school textbooks for repetitive
and trivial matters, and experiment-orientation
to science education ; (iii) due emphasis on
cultural heritage in the teaching of history; (iv)
encouragement of syllabi conducive for better
understanding and intelligent application
rather than rote-memory for attaining high
marks ; (v) setting up of regulatory mechanism
to ensure that pre-schools do not put undue
academic burden on young children, and (vi)
to ensure that school function for atleast 210
days in an academic year. The implementation
of the recommendations made in the Yashpal
Committee Report depends largely on the
view taken by the State Governments as
School Education is mainly in their purview.
The reports of the Yashpal Committee and the
Ministry's Group under



