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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS (SHRI EDUARDO FAL-
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to Question

estimated demand and shortfall in the various
kind of fertilizers during 1993-94 are given
below - —

EIRO): (a) The details of production,
(Lakh Tonnes)

Fertilizer Production Demand Shortfall
(Nutrients) (Estimated) (Estimated)
Nitrogen (N) 72.74 89.86 The gap between the de-
Phosphate (P,0¢) 18.10 28.43 mand and production is met
Potash (K) . 9.00 through  imports. The entire

requirement of Potash is met

through imports as the country does
not have known reserves of Potash.

(b) The anticipated shortfall of Nitrogen
and Phosphate fertilizers (in terms of
nutrients) by the end of Eighth Five Year Plan
would be 12 lakh tonnes and 20 lakh tonnes,
respectively. The entire requirement of Potash
of 18 lakh tonnes would be met through
imports as the

country does not have any known and

exploitable reserves of Potash.

(¢) The details of the fertilizer pro-
jects/expansion projects expected to come up
during/by the end of the Eighth Five Year
Plan are given below :—

S.

No.  Name of the Project

Estimated cost

Expected completion
schedule

1 Public Sector

Vijaipur Expansion project of National
Fertilisers Ltd., Distt. Guna (M.P.)
Cooperative Sector

Aonla Expansion project of Indian farmers
Fertilizers Cooperative Ltd., Distt. Bareilly
(U.p)

Private Sector

Babrala Fertilizer Project of Tata
Cienbals Li.nited, Distt. Badaun (U.P.)

Agro-Chemical Limited, Distt. Shahjanpur
(U.p)

Rs. 937.30 crores

Rs. 960 crores

Rs. 1250 Crores

Shahajahanpur Fertilizer Project of Bindal Rs. 1250 crores

Last quarter of 1996-97.

Do

Third quarter of 1994-95.

Last quarter of  1995-96.

(d) Currently, imported DAP, a phos-
phatic fertilizer, is cheaper than the indi-
genous product.

(e) It is not possible to precisely project
the level of imports and their costs as they
depend upon a variety of factors like trend of
consumption in the country, trend of prices in
the international market, the global demand
supply situation, the balance of payments
position in the country, the prices prevailing
1n the domestic market, etc.
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Specifications for the Muriate of Potash

3887. SHRI BHUPINDER SINGH MANN
: Will the Minister of CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS be pleased to state :

(a) what are the speciicatio fixed for
Muriate of Potash;

(b) what is the particle size according to
the specifications;

(c) what are the reasons for fixing the size
of the particles ; and

(d) whether there is some change in the
composition of the particles, if so, the details
thereof ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND FER-
TILIZERS (SHRI EDUARDO FALEIRO) :
(a) and (b) A Statement is

attached (See below).

(c) Particle size specifications of
Muriate of Potash have been fixed having
regard to process requirements of the
manufacture of complex grade fertilizers
and ease of direct application as well as
efficiency of utilization in the field.

(d) The specifications of granular
Muriate  of Potash were notified on
3-6-1993.

Statement

Spec ificat ions

S. No. Name of Fertilizer

1. Potassium Chloride (Muriate of Potash)  0)
(i)
(iii)
@iv)

Moisture per cent by weight 0.5
maximum
Water soluble potash content (as 60.0

K,O) per cent by weight, minimum

Sodium (as NaCl) per eent by 3.5
weight (on dry basis), maximum

Particle size—95 per cent of the
material shall pass through 1.7 mm IS
sie-ve and be retained on 0.25 mm
IS sieve, .




