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Seminar on Food

4087. SYED SIBTEY RAZI : Will the
Minister of FOOD be pleased to state :

(a) whether any Seminar on food was
organised at New Delhi in February, 1994;

(b) if so, the details thereof ;

(c) whether some suggestions have been
made in this Seminar ;

(d) if so, the details thereof ;

(e) whether Government propose to
implement these suggestions; and

(f) if so, the details thereof, and if not,
the reasons therefor ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF FOOD (SHRI KALP
NATH RAI) : (a) and (b) Yes, Sir. A Seminar
on "Wheat—Challenges in Market Economy
was jointly organised by Wheat Products
Promotion Society, Roller Fiour Millers
Federation of India, Society of Indian Bakers
and U.S. Wheat Associates, which was also
co-sponsored by the Ministry of Food,
Ministry of Food Processing Industries, Food
Corporation of India, Modern Food Industries
(I) Ltd., Central Warehousing Corporation,
Agricultural and Processed Food Products
Export Development Authority, Britannia
Industries L.td., NEPC Agro Foods Ltd.. SAF
Yeast Co. Ltd, All India Breaa
Manufacturers' Association and Federation of
Biscuit Manufacturers' of India. on 11th &
12th February, 1994 at New Delhi.

(¢) and (d) A copy
mendations Tabled at
session of the Seminar
Statement {See below).

(e) and (f) On receipt of the detailed
proceedings from the organisers, recom-
mendations made in the seminar are to be
examined by the concerned organisations.

of the recom
the concluding
is given in the

Statement

Recommendations Tabled at the concluding
session of the Wheat Seminar on 12-2-1994

R. B. RAO, PRESIDENT, SOCIETY OF
INDIAN BAKERS

1. As the population is rising so also the
demand for more and more and better food.
Among all the Cereal Food Crops, the growth
rate in wheat production and productivity, is
the highest in the past few decades. With 78
per cent of the area under irrigation and being
a rabi season crop, wheat has greater
opportunity for growth and this advantage
should be fully exploited to meet the future
growing food requirements of the country.
There are a number of location—specific
technological innovatioas which have to be
harrﬁloniously co-ordinated and popularized in
eac
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of the suitable agro-climatic areas of. the
country to increase wheat production.

2.Durum wheat production should be
increased both for internal consumption
and for exports. Besides in the traditional
areas, its cultivation should be popularized
in Pumab Western U.P. and Haryana
where Karnal bunt and loose smut are
common. There should be separate sup
port price for Durum to encourage its pro
duction and also separate procurement and
storage facilities. Special facilities for
Testing Durum wheat evaluation have to
be established at Agricultural Universities.

3. While scope for increasing yield per
hectare still exists in the traditional wheat areas
of the country the cultivation of the crop in the
non-traditional areas like the Eastern and
Central States should also be taken up.

4. Quality should receive high priority in
research to meet the diverse needs of the trace,
industry, consumer and the export markets.
Quality testing facilities should be augmented
at the major wheat breeding centres both for
Aestivum and the Durum wheats.

5. Since the cost of inputs and cultivation
are increasing, the wheat scientists should
devote more attention to develop low cost
technologies as also discover pest tolerant
varieties which do not require much plant
protection chemicals.

6. Agriculture Scientists should develop
specific end-use wheat varieties for Bread,
Biscuits. Cakes, Pasta etc.

7. Different types of flours for Bread,
Biscuits and Cake manufacture should be
made available to baking industry as per
national standards. The Bakery Industry
should be prepared to pay appropriate cost for
the same so as to ensure production of quality
goods for the benefit of consumers. Agmark.
BIS & Army Standards for Atta. Maida, Suji
must be harmonized through single agency.

8. Excise duty and taxes on Bakery Pro-
ducts, extruded snack foods and pasta goods
should be removed so as to increase their
consumption. The Seminar recommends that
biscuit/bread industry should be classified as
one of the food processing Industries. This
would be a great motivating factor for growth
and Modernization of the Biscuit Industry.
Sales tax on bread to be removed where
applicable. Taxes on wheat must be lowered if
it cannot be abolished and be reduced
considerably and made uniform in all States.
Wheat and wheat products should be taxed at
a single point.

9. There is a potential for export of wheat
products including ready-to-cook, ready-U'
eat and extruded snacks to Middle East and
African countries provided-wheat is made
available at international prices to
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the Roller Flour Millers. This will be a better
proposition to realize value addition for the
country instead of exporting wheat as such.

10. Schemes of assistance available for
market development, publicity, literature,
brand promotion, packaging development,
quality control, specialized consultancy ser-
vices for ISO 9000 organization, building and
HRD journals etc. with APEDA must be
popularized.

11. At each depot and district headquarters,
FCI should arrange the display of wheat
stocks variety-wise on daily basis to facilitate
planning by bulk consumers.

12. Establ'shment of Silos for bulk storage
of wheat and creation of the commodity
exchanges by the Government should be
considered in order to facilitate domestic and
export commitments by the trade.

13. Installation of e'ermine equipment and
improved handling methods should be
introduced for gragm of wheat at a rea-
sonable cost at Manclg ies. Bulk handling of
wheat must be introduced at Mandies to cope
up with large quantities of wheat during
procurement season.

14. Bulk users of wheat must be allowed to
buy directly from farmers/contract farming
without going through Mandies after paying
the necessary mandi charges.

15. Distribution of wheat products like
Wheat, Atta, Maida, Suji in the Public Dis-
tribution Sy%tem (PD3) should be resorted to
instead of wheat grain alone in two stages.
Firstly, the scheme is to be introduced in large
cities/towns with population of more than 5
lakhs and then extended to smaller towns as a
second stage. This will facilitate enrichment of
wheat products with Vitamins and other
nutrients for the benefit of the weaker
sections.

16. Doordarshan/AIR should encourage
Education Programmes to be telecast/
broadcast on wheat based foods for the
benefit of consumers and help in populariz
ing wheat consumption in non-wheat
growing States.
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