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(b) if so, what are the reasons therefor ; 

and 

(c) what action has been taken by 
Government for the construction of broad-
gauge line from Jogighopa to Guwahati ? 

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS (SHRI 
C. K. JAFFER SHRIEF) : (a) No, Sir. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) The work is in progress. Jogighopa-
Goalpara (15 kms.) is scheduled for 
completion in 1995-96 and Goalpara-
Guwahati (128 kms.)  in  1996-97. 

Late running  of  trains  from 
Guwahati 

4796. SHRI TARA CHARAN MAJUM-
DAR : Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be 
pleased to state : 

(a) whether it is a fact that all long 
distance trains from Guwahati run usually 
late; and 

(b) if so, what steps have been taken to 
prevent this practice ? 

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS (SHRI 
C. K. JAFFER SHRIEF) : (a) No, Sir. 
However, some trains do run late. 

(b) All possible efforts including intensive 
chasing and close monitoring have been/are 
being taken to eliminate all detentions within 
the control of the Railways. 

LENGTH OF    RAILWAY LINES 

4797. SHRI S. R. BOMMAI : Will the 
Minister   of   RAILWAYS   be   pleased   to 
state : 

(a) what is the present length of railway 
line (State-wise) both metre gauge and broad 
gauge ; 

(b) what was the targeted conversion of 
lines from metre gauge to broad gauge during 
the Seventh Plan and what is the achievement 
(State-wise); 

(c) what is the proposed target for 
conversion of metre gauge to broad gauge 
during the Eighth Plan (State-wise); 

(d) what is the criteria fixed for laying a 
new railway line and for conversion from 
metre gauge to broad gauge line in a State ; 
and 

(e) What are the reasons for discrimi 
nation, if any, in laying a new railway 
line or for conversion from metre gauge 
to broad gauge in under-developed States ? 

THE     MINISTER     OF 
(SHRI    C.    K.    JAFFER 

(a)   The length of Railway line (State-wise) as on 21-3-93 is as under :— 
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(d) and (e) The National Transport Policy 
Committee had recommended the following 
criteria for New Line/Gauge Convension 
Projects :— 

Now  Lines; 

(i) Project oriented lines to serve new 
industries or tap mineral or other resources; 

(ii) To serve as a missing link which can 
form alternative route to relieve congestion 
on existing busy rail routes ; 

(iii)   On   strategic   considerations; 

(iv) As developmental lines to establish 
new growth centres, or give access to 
remote areas. 

Gauge Conversions : 

(i) When it is discovered that the traffic 
likely to develop in future can-no: be 
handled on  :he existing system. 

(ii) When the magnitude of transhipment 
involved is such that it is uneconomical, or 
is not feasible' at all, to handle the 
anticipated volume of traffic 

(iii) When it is needed for providing speedy 
and uninterrupted means of communication 
to areas which have poten tial for growth. 
The above criteria are kept in view while 
taking up new line: or gauge conversions and 
no discrimi nation is made amongst the 
States. 

  


