
107        Written  Answers [RAJYA SABHA] to Questions 108 

Requirement ot foodgrains 

5067. SHRI RAM NATH GOVIND : Will 

the Minister of FOOD be pleased to state : 

(a) what is the country's total require-ment 

of foodgrains per year and whether the 

requirement is met through (lovem-ment 

purchases and open market purchases; 

(b) what is the break-up during the pre-
vious three years in respect of Government 
purchases and open market purchases; and 

(c) what is the subsidy paid to meet the 

gap between Government purchase prices and 

the open market purchase prices ? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE 

MINISTRY    OF   FOOD    (SHRI   KALP 
NATH RAI) : (a) The requirement of wheat, 

rice, pulses and oilseeds in the country at a 

given point of time depends upon several 

factors like population, characteristics, 

production, availability, income distribution, 

price levels, consumers, habits, availability of 

substitutes and other related matters. As such 

it is difficult to estimate the requirement of 

these commodities. 

The requirement of foodgrains for public 
Distribution System is met from the stocks in 
Central Pool purchased by the public 
procuring agencies at minimum support price, 

procurement price. 

(b) The following quantities of rice and 
wheat have been procured by the public 
procuring agencies for Central Pool during the 
last three marketing seasons :—■ 

 

 

(c) The Central Government does not 

provide any  bsidy to meet the gap between 

Government  purchase   prices of food- 

grains       (MSP/procurement   prices)    and 
open market purchase prices. 

 

 


