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MR. CHAIRMAN: The Prime Minister 
wants to say something about your first 
supplementary. 

THE PRIME MINISTER (SHRI   P. V. 
NARASIMHA RAO): Sir, I    have explained 
in this Parliament several times that potassic 
fertilizers will continue to be imported for a 
long    time because there is, at present, no 
possibi_ lity of our starting manufacture     of 
potassic fertilizers on a large     scale, leave  
alone the  question of our  becoming self-
sufficient. We  are making efforts. But, right 
now. for some time to   come, it will not be 
possible     to sav that We will have any 
appreciable amount of manufacture     of   
potassic fertilisers. This happens to be      the 
case,    Rut, we are having tie-ups with other 
countries so   that we could have joint ventures 
there end the fertilizer could come straight 
here because they cpnnot sell all this fertilizer 
to     any other country. The  largest input    of 
fertilizer is in India. Therefore they are also 
equally dependent on us. So, we are having all 
these tie-ups. But, locally, within the country, 
it is going to be one of the three or four 
commodities which will continue to be impor. 
ted   in the foreseeable future. 

 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Second    supple, 
mentary. 
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SHRI SHIVAJIRAO GIRIDHAR PATIL: 
The reply circulated talks about the gap 
betweep production and consumption. As far 
as potash is con-cerned, one can understand. 
it'-foecause of the non-availability,of potash. 
You can do nothing except import. But as far 
as the other fertilisers are concerned, I would 
like to know: what is the installed capacity 
and what is the per- 
cenage of csnaritv utilisation? 
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SHRI SHIVAJIRAO GIRIDHAR PAUL: 

Mr. Chairman, Sir, I asked a very .specific 
question. I asked about the installed capacity 
of the various fertiliser factories which can use 
the raw material available. I wanted to know 
about the gap between the installed capacity 
and the percentage of capacity utilisation 
wherever the ava. ilsbility of raw material is 
there. I am not asking about potash._ I can 
understand about it. The hon. Prime Minister 
has mentioned about it. We have to import 
potash. But the important thing is that there 
has to be efficient utilisation of the capacity 
already est. ablished, 

SHRI RAMI LAKHAN SINGH YADAV; 
Sir, I would require a separate notice for this 
question 

 

 
SHRI VAYALAR RAVI:   Sir, it is seen 

from the statement that in 1992- 93   the 
consumption was 121 lakh ton.nas, and it has 
gone up to 128     lakh tonnes   in   1993-94.   
At   the  same  time, 
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the production has come down from 97.36 
lakh tonnes to 90.47 lakh tonnes. Once the 
consumption has gone up and the production 
has come down, we are depending more on 
its import. May I know from the hon. 
Minister what steps he has taken or he is 
going to take to increase the domestic pro-
duction to meet the requirement as much as 
possible and to avoid the import? 

 
SHRI JAGESH DESAI: As a Mem. ber of 

the Committee on Public Undertaking I 
copmiment the Prime Minis. ter for the 
financial restructuring that has been done.   
That was    most 

literal in recent times. Finance is the biggest 
problem of the public sector undertakings. I 
would like to know whether the Government 
will allow sale of the surplus land of the 
public sector, which is the prime land in most 
of the metropolitan cities so that hey can have 
resources and the problem that they are facing 
can be solved. I would like the Prime 
Minister to react to it.  ... (Interruptions) 

m 
SHRI RAM LAKH AN SINGH YADAV: 

This is a matter which con cerns the principle 
we have at heart. We will have to take a 
decision whether the surplus land should be 
sold or not 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Question Hour is 
over. 
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