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Vocational Education At Degree
Level

*297. SHRI SURESH PACHOURI:
Will  the Minister of HUMAN
RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT  be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government's decision
to introduce vocational courses at the
degree college level from the current
academic year is long overdue;

(b)if so, whether Government have
given effect to the recommendations to
the Expert Committee appointed by the
UGC which had suggested the
introduction of 35 vocational courses in
100 odd colleges;

(c)if so, whether during 1993 these
courses had been extended to the lower
second stage;

(d) whether these vocational
educational
courses can pressure to higher
education;

(e) whether it has been

pointed out by the
experts that Rs. 1l crore would be
required to
implement the programme for 4
years;

(f) whether his Ministry had been
urging for greater fund allocation to
vocational education; and

(9) what are the programmes that have
been prepared for giving improvement
to the vocational education during 1994-
95?

THE MINISTER OF HUMAN
RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT (SHRI
ARJUN SINGH): (a) and (b) The
University Grants Commission has
decided to assist the universities and
college for starting vocational courses at
graduate level from the academic year
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1994-95. The Commission will provide
assistance according to the norms
developed by it for each individual
course.

(c) A Centrally sponsored Scheme of
pre- vocational education at lower
secondary stage was introduced during
1993-94 under which assistance is
given to States / U.T.s for introduction
of vocational courses in class I1X and X
with a view to imparting training to the
students in simple marketable skills and
also to prepare them fbr participation in
work as a desired dimension of
academic educalion.

(d)The introduction of the
vocational courses at the 1st degree
stage is expected to provide knowledge
and skills required for entry into gainful
employment, particularly self-
employment. This measure is expected to
ease pressure on the post-graduate level of
education.

(e) Yes, Sir. Funds for
implementation of the programme would
be provided to the UGC from year to year
subject to actual availability of plan
resources.

(f) The implementation of
vocational courses at the first-degree
level is commencing from the current
session. The Ministry has in the past
been urging for higher allocation of
resources for the vocan'onalisation of
Secondary education programme.

(9) The measures for strengthening
vocational education include setting up
of a Central Institute of Vocational
Education, introduction of vocational
courses at the first degree level, effective
use of professionals to ensure practical
orientation and standards, greater
interaction with agencies in the
employment market etc.

Evolving a Comprehensive Sugar
Policy

*298. SHRIMATI VEENA VERMA:
SHRI SUSHILKUMAR
SAMBHAJTRAO SHINDE:

Will the Minister of FOOD be pleased to
state:

(@) what is the existing sugar poliqy
with regard to its production and
imports;

(b) whether considering the current
sugar crisis in the wake of unchecked
price escalation at the onset of the
crushing season 1993-94, Government
propose to evolve a comprehensive sugar
policy; and



