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MR. CHAIRMAN: Question No. 442.

[25 AUGUST 1994]

to Questions 10
W s HPIR TR o W g

*a47. sfioell AR AT R =W
ot fama 3t Wit oR o Wl Ao
N

(%) 1 ¥, 1994 & 30 9@, 1994 T W
Fafs & Ao @ fee view W sk wRiR
m o 3 § ey wdn wies & sk

(@) M @ F PR W oWy 3K
Fl TR ® T ferd s g2

R fanew 3R wdew dAww ¥ T
Wit (sivrf gania BR): (F) WD
I WERE IR 1 W ¥ 30 ¥,
1994 % 2. ooy st iR ¥ sy wew R
F Wem 1800062 #f AT 1804555 W@

| e Wi

() vzl 0 W 9N St o

| e A moo@ ad

srfiwrree: wESe &% 3 €, 3 6 9 sk Fni
W T

sl AR Sy We: W 99
ajt Fwir ¥ qde ¥ e w9 W ow &
e N Gow W B A I w9 omi @
s iy ® faEm T ¥ and 6 W
# 540 wiew aw WA ¥) W fefn ol @
T a9 feft T F0 F AU wER T Fw®y
zar e ¥ ol fadwl wissl =) wwn agn
¥ o wued eH arl wed R i wd
ol q@ v S ol v W e W W

o gad W W W v §
) ol wrait F TR & E e o
w ¥ Tl o Wl & BF omR W oan
W . T GRS W O W R A e

o T 4 R Feh SR @ R
a3 U go AW W A R B TR
@ W 99 @ WawRg W s



11 Oral Answers
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SHRI SANGH PRIYA GAUTAM: It
was a pointed question. What are the
reasons? Why are the tourists not
coming?
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SHRIMAT] JAYANTHI NATA-
RAJAN: This has nothing 1o do with

Jammu and Kashmir.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Please ask your
second question. Hon. Member, please
ask your second supplementary.
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THE MINISTER OF CIVIL
AVIATION AND TOURISM (SHRI
GHULAM NABI AZAD): Mr.
Chairman, Sir, T would like to make one
thing very clear. In the case of Kashmir,
thing have improved, as far as tourism is
concerned. We can see this when we
compare the figures for 1992 and 1993
with those for 1990 and 1991. 1 would
like to give the figures here.

In 1991, 4,800 tourists visited Kashmir.
I am talking about the Valley. 1 am not
talking about the Jammu region. I am
talking about the Kashmir Valley. In
1992, more than 9,000 tourists visited
Kashmir. Thus, there was an increase of
about 5,000. In 1993, more than 8,000
tourists visited Kashmir. Therefore, the
situation now is not as bad as it was in
1990 and 1991. I would also like to point
out here that compared to 1990 and 1991,
the number of foreign tourists has
doubled. It is not only Srinagar and the
Valley. That can also be compared with
Ladakh. In Ladakh, in 1990 the arrival of
tourists from foreign countries was about
6,000, and last year this went up to
13,000. So, things are improving and
foreign tourists are going to the Valley
and Ladakh. -

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shri Gaya
Singh... (Interruptions). .A

SHRI MOHAMMED AFZAL alias
MEEM AFZAL: Sir, 1 have a technical
question. This mike system is not
working properly. I am not able to hear
properly. When Mr. Azad was speaking,
his voice was coming clearly, but when
somebody speaks from behind, nobody
can hear. I have been seeing this for the
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last ten days, that those who speak from
the backside are not heard properly. I
think the monitoring system is not good.

MR. CHAIRMAN: 1 will have it
checked.

SHRI  VIREN J.
change this system.

SHRI MOHAMMED AFZAL alias

SHAH:  Better

MEEM  AFZAL: You change the
system.

MR. CHAIRMAN: We are
introducing a new system.
...(Interruptions)...

SHRI M.A. BABY: We want to
change the entire system here, not only
this mike system! ...(Interruptions). . We
want a fundamental change in the
system. Sir.

MR. CHAIRMAN: But I can hear
you. Please allow the Member to speak.
More than the mike system, it is the
other people's noise which prevent
people from hearing.
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DR. . NAUNIHAL SINGH: Sir, 1
would like to know from the Minister
the number of foreign and Indian
tourists who have been killed by
militants in Jammu & Kashmir during
the last three years and, if possible,
during the last 10 years, and also how
much compensation has been given to
the near and dear ones of each such
victim.

SHRI GHULAM NABI AZAD: Sir,
this is a question which he should put to
the Home Ministry, because we do not
keep these figures.

DR. NAUNIHAL SINGH: It is about
tourists.

SHRI GHULAM NABI AZAD: We
are talking about tourists, but this is not
related to the Ministry of Tourism. We
do not have this information and so we
cannot give this information to the hon.
Member.

SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY: Sir, as
far as Kashmir is concerned, the hon.
Minister has said that the tourist inflow
has increased. The hon. Minister knows
it fully well that a lot of Indian tourists
go there, apart from the foreign tourists.
But I find that there is a discrimination
on the part of the Ministry of Tourism
at the Centre as also the various
Departments of the State, in that they
arc trying to pamper only the foreign
tourists. When Indian tourists go there,
they are not giving them the same
facilities and concessions which they are
giving to the foreign tourists. In their
anxiety to get more foreign exchange,
they are trying to give a lot of
concessions to foreign tourists, ignoring
Indian tourists. The tourists to Jammu
are in thousands—the hon. Minister
knows  it—because  pilgrims go to
Vaishno Devi and various other places.
Therefore. Sir, I would like to know
from the hon. Minister whether they will
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treat the Indian tourists also as equals
to foreign tourists when they give
concessions and facilities.

SHRI GHULAM NABI AZAD: Sir,
there is no question of any concession.
Tourism is in the private sector. They
board the aircraft. They live in private
hotels. They take ponies. They take
taxis. So, on the part of the
Government there is no question of
pampering "A" section of tourist and
not taking care of "B" section of
tourists. Had 'it been true, there would
not have been an increase of tourists to
Jammu. Domestic tourists have gone up
very close to 4 million in the past three
to four years. From 1.5 million it has
gone up to almost 4 million to Vaishno
Dcviji. The Government, on its part, is
providing all the facilities where it
should. That means good roads, air
services, train services etc. There is a
tremendous increase in the number of
trains from all over the country to
Jammu. In place of one flight, three
airlines are operating to Jammu. So. 1
don't think there is any problem to that
extent.
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