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Reported rise in ground water poisoning
in industrial towns due fto industrial
efftuents

tIRI SHIV PRATAP MISHRA (Uttar

«desh) : Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, first
all, T heartily congratulate you
u  your assuming this, office and
express  my  gratitude  for  permitting
me to make this Special Mention. Th-
rough you Sir, T want to apprise the

Government about the alarming levels of
ground-water poisoning in industrial town-
ships like Faridabad, Iudhiana, Kanpur,
L.ucknow and Varanasi and Pali in Rajas-
than, which has posed a threat tc the living
beings in those areas. So far water pollu-
lion due to discharge of industrial effluents
was confined to rivers in the country. In
spite of the best efforts of the Government
the progress is tardy. Despite the Ganga
action’ Plan costing crores of rupees the
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voater of the holy river has been so much
polluted that at some places it is not even
fit for irrigation. I attended the last meet-
ing of the Ganga;Action Plan. Our hon.

Prime Minister is the Chairman of the
Ganga  Action Plan. 1 congratulate
him. In 1the last meeting he ini-
tiated - the  discussion after |, paying
homaye te our  beloved  departed
leader Shri Rajiv Gandhi who was the

pionecr of this plan. He mentioned that
all Indians were deeply attached to the
Ganga river. They feel sad to see that the
river was highly polluted. He als0 mention-
ed that he was not sure that the limited
works proposed under the first phase of the
Ganga Action Plan would make much diffe-
rence. He felt that a multi-pronged effort
was required if a satisfactory solution to
the pellution problem was to be achieved.
He advised that the work of pollution abate-
ment of Ganga should be undertaken with
a clenn heart and anybody polluting the
river- should be taken to task. The Prime
Minister felt that the problem of pollution
of river needed to be studied in its totality
and the works undertaken in true spirit.
He udvised that we should make a humble
but a scientific beginning so that at scme
stage the pollution abatement could be
achicved to a statisfactory degrze. It was
found out in that discussion that 65% of
the total pollution .of the river water was
on account of domestic waste water and
about 35% of the pollution was on account
of indusirial effluents. 1t was clearly
brought oui that the river has a tremen-
dous self-cleaning capacity but this by itself
is not enough and it iy absolutely essential
to tackle the domestic and industrial sour-
ces of pollution through a system of inter-
cepting sewers, pumping staticns and sewer
treatment plants.  Sir, T would like to tell
you that much siress has to be laid on the
cleaning plan because at least one crore
people ussemble every year at Prayag on
the occasion of Mauaunia amavasya which
comes in the month of Janwvary. So it con-
ceins the health of crores of people. Crores
of people can get affected. Out of four
Kumbli melas which take place in the coun-
try two take place on banks of the rivet
Ganga-—one at Harjdwar and one at
Allahabad. At Jeast two crores people
assemble here during Anmbfi. This system
is in existence since time - immemorial,
we can trace it back the time
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of Puwrurva. The king was Chandra-
vamshi and the capital was Pratisthanpur
which is.now called Jhusi. He had made ail
arrangements to keep the Ganga clean be-
cause people from all cormers of the count-
1y and the world came there during that
time, Huen Tsang had come during the
time of Harsha. Pilgrims from Sri Lanka
used to come there. Therefore, special
attention was taken to keep the Ganga
clean. We also find that this was the 1radi-
tion. during the time of Guptas. Tt is
called the Galden Age of the Indian his-
tory. The puranic version says :

AT TAT A= FIHATT ATAFETIL |
TR THTETT FATRIGTR TR AT 1

But now we find that despite all our efforts
at keeping the Ganga clean we are mot
coming ¥p {o the mark. It may be becanse
of the imcrease in population as wzll as
industrial pollution. I would like io draw
the attention of the Government, through
you, to this problem. According to a rte-
port the industrial effluents are affecting
underground water in small industrial towns
and towns like Faridabad, Kanpur, Luck-
now and Varanasi. The result of this has
been that Sometimes the only source of
water, viz. wells, for poor people pzrticu-
larly in villages has become unpotable. Se-
veral wells have been sealed. For instance,
in Faridabad the level of chromium in
underground water is several hundred times
polluted than the permissible limit. The
effluents increase the lead content of water
which is a health hazard. The samc is the
case with Waranasi and Kanpur. Govern-
ment needs to take urgent steps to check
this pollution of underground water which
is going to affect the poor people for
whom the only source of potable water is
the well. Where wells have been sealed,
urgent measures should be taken to pro-
vide safe drinking water., Special eftorts
should be made to stop pollution in the
" oternal and holy city of Varanasi. Govern-
ment should stop the industries from .dis-
charging effluents. This task should be
undertaken on a war-footing. The carpet
industries in Mirzapur and Shanjahanpur
have earmed a bad reputation becanse they
employ children and are thus exposing them

to the toxic and poisonous substance that |
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! is released. 1 would urge upon-the Gowvern-

ment to take up this task en a warfoeting.
Thank you.
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SY.
SIBTEY RAZI) : 1 request you to be ve:
brief.  You only associate yourself ...
(interruptions)

SHRI SHIV PRATAP MISHRA : Shri
Rajiv Gandhi was the pieneer of the Ganga
Action Plan.

e Fva wedl o9 I a9
g =Te W WA AfgEr ¥
(3Fwmw) & srrEans St # oqa W
HHIT FWTE 1 ... (emrrerr)

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SYED
SIBTEY RAZI) : You restrict your speech
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lo just associaling yourself with the speciul i
mention. I think there need not be any
controversy on this. . . (Interruptions)

SHRI VITHALRAO MADHAVRAQO |
JADHAV : We do not coatradict it by
saying that somebody else was not in jts
favour. But it is Shri- Rajiv Gandhi who
initiated it and the credit goes to him. The
entire world and the entire country knows
that - Shri Rajiv Gandhi took the - initiative
to frame the Ganga Action Plan.
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SYED

SIBTEY RAZI) : You have already taken
enough time. Please just associate yourself.
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SYED
SIBTEY RAZI) : Please conclude.
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SHRI GOPALSINH G. SOLANKI ¢ The
Industrics have not been following the-pro-
cedures and they have not been adopting
them. Therefore, the Pollution Control
Boards should tighten the rules. ’

Plight of Workers duc to the Closure of

Marshalling yard /steam loco  Shed/car-

riage aud wagon depot at Siliguri Junc-
tion. Darjeeling

SHRI RATNA BAHADUR RAI (West
Bengal) : Thank you for your kind per-
misgion. Through this special mention, I
want to draw the attention of the Govemn-
ment to the prevailing situation in the
Siliguri railway junction.  Siliguri rililWBY_
Junction is ope of the .oldest junctions in
the country. It was set up during the
bepinning of the last quarter of the .19th
century and it had played a historic role
being an important traffic jenction ia the
building of new North Bengal. It is most
disturbing that the railway authorities: have
suddenly issued orders to -close dowi the’
Marshalling Yard, Carriage and- Wagon
Shed and Steam Loco Shed at this Siliguri
junction virtually putting all the develop-
mental works there into jeopardy.” Wotks
such as broad gauge doubling from Maldeh
to New Bongaigaon gauge conversion from
New Jalpaiguri to New Bongaigaon- via
Siliguri. etc. have been totally stopped. On
the one hand, it has created a chaos
amongst the railway employees regarding
their future. On the other hand, # has
thrown out of job hundreds of contract
labourers. who were engaged in Coal, Ash
and Transhipmeat works.

Moreover, this arbitrary and uncalled for
action on the part of the railway “authori-
ties has evoked deep resentment among the
general people of Siliguri. Siliguri town,
in ifs meteoric growth within a decade, has
turned itself into one of the biggest. cities
of West Bengal. It is the nerve-centre of
the commercial activities of North-East
India. Topographically located on. the bor-



