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provide employment to all of them, as
was done by our Prime Minister, when he
was the Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh.

Sympathy followed by support alone-
solves the sufferings of the handloom wea-
vers,

Dangerous threat of AIDS

SHRI V. GOPALSAMY (Tamil
Nadu) : Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, I am
thankful to you for giving me this oppor-
tunity, Sir the threat of AIDS is more
diabolic and dangerous enough than a
nuclear explosien. This deadly scourge of
AIDS is spreading its menacious tenmtacles
to all sections of the society. Unless pre-
ventive measures are launched on a  war-
footing. India cannot cscape the doom of
AIDS. The Centre for AIDS Research
and Control at Bombay  estimiated that
there will be at least 50,600 full blown
ciases by 1995. By then, HIV infection
would have affected a stupendous number
of one million. people, nation-wide. AIDS
currently kill, according to an estimate,
100;000 people a year world-wide. In
India the virus is snowballing. Mr. Michael
Merson, Director, Global Progromme for
AIDS, WHO has warned : “India is at the
early stages of the pandemic. The: infec-
tion is spreading at an alarming pace”.

Sir., medical help is denied tc the victims
because medical professiomals shy away
from dealing with the affected pecple
"7 w, the Government cannot close its

to the seourge. OF course; a hundred
1 dollars: project has: beer: launched.
uch has to be done. Thousands of
wing  on the whims of the deadly
The victims are shmned by their
hbours relatives, kith and kin. It has

.come 5 stigmatised illness. Fven house-
wives and umborn children have not been
spared' by this. deadly virus. They have
also become jts victims. Today, AIDS is
not a- menace or disease of drug addicts.
Even innacent housewives and children are
affected. One  of the reasoms other than
promiscuity in sex- for the- disease is the
country’s blood distribution system. It con-
tinues to be Thighlv unsafe. Infection
through contaminated blood and injection
needles is one of the maia. reasons. Dispo-
sable syringes and needles should be used.
But in most of the hospitals, Government
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hospitals and in some of the private hos-
pitals, in S0 per cent of cases, they are
not given. At the most, in' only five to
ten per cent of cases, disposable syringes
and ncedles are used. When patients  of
other complaints go to a hespital and get
a prick of the needle there, they get this
disease. There is yet another shocking as-
peci.  Recently I came- to-know of it.
Even these disposable syringes and ncedles
are not safe and are not up to the standard
because the disposed syringes and mneedles
are collected by some criminal elements
packed up again and are again circulated
in the market. Some legislation showld be
brought 1n this respect. Disposable syrin~
ges and needles should be supnlied, they
should be used- on patients to inject medi-
cines and should be immediately there-
after disposed of really. A way should be
found for that. There should not be any
possibility of the same needles. and syringes
being used by the acts. of unscrupulous
elements. Sir, you might have
read some recent reports in
the press about some renal patients who
approached a reputed hospital in Madras
becoming AIXDS patients. It was reported
that 16 such patients were affected. by the
AIDS virus because there. is a frightening
picce of evidence in Madras -about infccted
dialysis- machines. transmitting the AIDS
virus to imnocent patients. The Renal: Unit
of the Vijaya Hospital has recorded 15
HIV seropositive cases in the last two
months, including that of. two -children: of
apes four and- five. years. They and all
patients needing dialysis. The infection is
because .of .the contamination-in.the dialysis:
machine itgelf. Sir, testing of every battle
of blood for HIV has been made. manda-
tory, but it Is not practised. An estimated
85 per cent of. the bload supplied is. not
being tested at all for HIV. The. affected
patients are ostracised. And, the cost of
caring for AIDS patients is enormous and
unbearable.

In today’s newspapers, I find a rcport
that it is going to be a terrific problem for
the developing countries. There is. going.lo
be an ecconomic. crisis  bhecause of this
disease. Awareness is the only first ald to
prevention. A multi-pronged,  intensive,
awareness programme ‘needs -to be-launclied
at once to“educate  people'and: t6> warn
them about the dangers of unsafe sex and



331 Special

|Shri V. Gopalsamy |
contaminated, blood products. Sid, AIDS
is the greatest menace to man-kind. The
Government must cancel the licences of
private blood banks. A cenfralised blood-
banking system should be. introduced in
cach State to minimise the present imba-
lance between the demand and the supply.

In surgical procedures, autologous blood
transfusion method or the method  of
retransfusion of thc paticat’s owe Ulood

could be followed.

Sir, in Agra, under the shadows of the
magnificent, gleaming, white monument of
Love, that 1is, the Taj Mahal, AIDS is
thriving  surreptitiously. 8ir,  shocking
reports have appeared in the press. The
Governmient cannot  close its eyes to the
rising scourge of this disease gny more. Tt
is very much present here, there and every-
where, nor can people pretend that it hap-
pens only to others. AIDS is very much here
and no one can wish it away. There is no
rehabilitation progranime for the affected
inidividuals. Their whole life jis doomed.
There is no provision for compensation,
np financial support for their Tamilies and
no insurance . cover for AIDS  victims.
Most Indian hospitals do not have a stock
of medicines, disposable basic equipment
to prevent the spread of HIV. Tt is estima-
ted that by the year 2000 A.D., India will
have 25 per cent of the IV positive cases
around the world as opposed to the 5 per
cent that exist today. There will be 15
million AIDS victims by the end of this
century. AIDS has entered in our schools
and colleges even. It is a very shocking
thing. It disturbs us because nobody can
be sure when he goes to hospital, when
he gets blood transfusion, when he gots
an injection because there is every possibi-

lity of the risk of AIDS. Sir, this is a
serious problem today.
Yesterday also, in ~Bombay, T think

some procession took place and awareness
is being created. The Government should
take ‘all steps on a war-footing to [fight
this- dreaded menace. Thank you.

THE‘ VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SYED
STBTEY RAZD : The House stands
adjoyrned till 2,30 p.m.

“The House ther adjourned for lunch at

thirty-sever ‘minutes past one of the

* - elock. : o :
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The House reassembled after lunch at
thirty-four minutes past two of the clock,

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SYED
SIBTEY RAZI) in the Chair,

SHRI VISHVIIT P. SINGH (Maharash-
tra) : Sir I take this opportunity to con-
gratulate you on your occupying the Chair
for the first time.

AN HON. MEMBER : We all join you.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SYED
SIBTEY RAZI) : I request. Mr. Shanti
Tyagi to make his Special Mention.

"Demaznd to set up a Martyrs’ Memorial in

Village Bhamori, District Meerut, in me-
mory of peasants killed by British Admi-
nistration on the 18th Augnst, 1942,

H®E T|eqwr (ST 937W)
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