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Remarks by Western countries on Narmada
Sagar and other projects

1383. GHOWDHRY HARI SINGH :
SHRI MURLIDHAR CHANDRA-
KANT BHANDARE:

Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT
AND FORESTS be pleased to state :

(a) whether during his recent visits to
Finland, Germany and England he Sternly
deprecated some western countries' remarks
about the Narmada Sagar and other projects as
interference in India's internal affairs;

(b) if so, the details of the remarks and,
reservations referred to by him indicatiag
source and content of the remarks; and
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(c) what is the respective Govemments
reaction thereto ?

THE MINISTER OF HUMAN RE-
SOURCE DEVELOPMENT (SHRI ARJUN
SINGH) : (a) to (¢) The Narmada issue also
figured in the wide ranging discussions during
the recent visit to Finland, Germany and
United Kingdom. The Indian stand that "Right
W Development” is one of the most basic
human rights was reiterated and it was made
cleat that while technical help and constractive
suggestions for environmental protection will
be appreciated, it would be difficult to tolerate
outside interference in projects which form
part of the national goals and priorities of the
Government of India.

The United Kingdom and German dele-
gation appreciated India's stand point.

Botanical Gardens

1384. DR. SHRIKANT RAM-CHANDRA
JICHKAR Will the Minister of
ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS be
pleased to state :

(a) whetner Government are aware al the
deteriorating conditions of the Botanical
Gardens in the country;

(b) what measures are being taken for their
development and preservation; and

(c) what is the annual expenditure being
incurred on the Botanical gardens ?

THE MINISTER OF HUMAN RE-
SOURCES DEVELOPMENT (SHRI ARJUN
SINGH) : (a) No serious deterioration has
been observed in the botanical gardens in the
country. However, environmental pollution is
a source of damage to plants in the gardens
particularly in the industrialised metropolitan
areas.

(b) and (c) The botanic gardens under the
control of the Botanical Survey of India are
being developed through enrichment of new
introductions of rare and endem'c plants and
developing orchidaria, green houses, tissue
culture laboratories and seed banks. In
addition, a scheme for providing assistance to
the Botanic Gardens and Field Centres for the
conservation and propagation of endemic, pare
and endangered plants has been taken up to



