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projects in the country to examine operational. financial. environmental and
other impacts of blending of cthanotl with motor spirit. It has also set up an
inter-Ministerial Task Force to evolve new standards of blending of cthanol
with motor spirit and HSD and study other related aspects. This Ministry is in
the process of preparing a policy framework for the utilisation of ethanol and
other biofuels in transport sector with the participation of concerned Ministries
and sclected technical institutions,

1 MW Power Plant based on Ocean energy at Tuticorin

4033. PROF. (SHRIMATI) BHARATI RAY : Wiil the Minister of
NON-CONVENTIONAL ENERGY SOURCES bc plcascd to statc :

{(a) whether the planto sctup a | MW power plant bascd on occan cnergy
in the sea ol Futicorin in Tamil Nadu has suffercd a major sciback:

(b) if so. the rcasons therefor:
(c) what steps have since becn taken to make it functional; and
(d) by when, the plant would slart functioning ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF NON-
CONVENTIONAL ENERGY SOURCES (SHRIM. KANNAPPAN) . (a) and
(b) There has been a sctback 1o the project Lo sct up a floating | MW
Ocecan Thermal Energy Conversion (OTEC) power plant off Tuticorin duc to a
mishap. During the deployment of onc of the major components /.., the 1000
mirs. long cold watcr ptpeline with its anchor and mooring system using multiple
barges and a ship. the mooring sysicm failed resulting in the cold walter pipe
system going down to the sca-bed alongwith the anchors.

(c)and {d} A technical Committee and a high level cxtcrnal cxpert review
group rcevicwed in entire design of the plant and went into the canscs of failurc
and suggested mcasures for trouble-frec installation of the system. After the
loss of the cold watcr pipe system, preparatory action for procurcment of new
pipes and mooring components ctc. has been taken. The procurement of the
lost componcnts will be subject to the availability of additional lunds for the
project. Subject 10 the weather conditions permitting. il is proposed to carry oul
trials for commissioning of the svsiem between Januarny—May 2002
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