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Foreign Auctioners in India 

3875. SHRI MENTAY 
PADMANABHAM : Will the Minister 
of HUMAN RESOURCE 
DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it has come to the notice of 
Government that the reputed London 
Auctioners "SOTHEBYS" have started their 
operations in India; 

(b) whether Government have stipulated 

any guidelines before permitting them into 

the Indian market; 

(c) if so, the details thereof; 

(d) whether it is also a fact that in the 
recent auctions of So thebys, they have 
violated these guidelines; and 

(e) if so, the action taken in this regard? 

THE DEPUTY 'MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE 
DEVELOPMENT (DEPARTMENT OF 
EDUCATION AND DEPARTMENT OF 
CULTURE) (KUMARI SELJA): (a) Yes, Sir. 
The auction was conducted on 8th & 9th 
October, 1992 at New Delhi as per the 
catalogue published by Sothebys. 

(b) to (e) The Archaeological Survey of 
India has no specific information. 

Defence Studies in the Universities 

3876. SHRI VIREN J. SHAH : Will 
the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE 
DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that there are about 

28 Universities in the country which conduct 

undergraduate courses and 13 Universities at 

post-graduate level on the subjects Defence 

studies and allied subjects; 

(b) whether there is any proposal under 
Government's consideration for including 
defence studies and allied subjects in Union 
Public Service Commission examinations 
both at graduate level and post-graduate level; 

(c) if so, what are the details in this regard; 

and 

(d) by when a decision is likely to be 
taken? 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 

MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE 

DEVELOPMENT (DEPARTMENT OF 

EDCATION AND DEPARTMENT OF 

CULTURE) (KUMARI SELJA) : (a) 

According to the information furnished by the 

University Grants Commission, 9 

Universities are offering courses in Defence 

studies /Military Science at the Graduate and 

Postgraduate levels. 

(b) to (d) According to the information 
furnished by Union Public Service 
Commission, the Commission, conducts 
various examinations in accordance with the 
Rules notified by the various 
Ministries/Departments. The Schemes of 
examinations, laid down in the Rules are 
finalised by the Commission in consultation 
with the Government of India. At present, 
there is no proposal under consideration of 
the Commission for inclusion of Defence 
studies and allied subjects in the scheme of 
competitive Examinations. 
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Percentage of Female Illiterate 

3879. SHRI S.S. AHLUWALIA:Will the 

Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE 

DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that female illiterate 
in Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh and 
Rajasthan which was 

45 per cent in 1981 had increased to 48 per 
cent in 1991; 

(b) if so, what are the details thereof, 

State-wise; and 

(c) what action Government propose to 
take to remove female illiteracy in these 
States? 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE 
DEVELOPMENT (DEPARTMENT OF 
EDUCATION AND DEPARTMENT 
OF CULTURE) (KUMARI 
SELJA) : (a) and (b) The percentage of 
female illiterates in the State of Bihar, 
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and Uttar 
Pradesh compared to the total female 
illiterates in the country increased from 
45.6% in 1981 to 46.8% in 1991. However, 
the female illiteracy rate in those States has 
shown a gradual decreasing trend between 
1981—91 as given in the table below: 

(c) Universalisation of Elementary 

Education, Non-formal Education for the 

school drop-outs and the National Literacy 

Mission, which aims at imparting functional 

literacy to 80 million adult illiterates in the 

15—35 age-group form part of a larger 

strategy for the eradication of illiteracy in the 

country in general and in the States of Bihar, 

Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and Uttar 

Pradesh in particular. The focus of all these 

programme is. on girls and women. The 

number of NFE centre sanctioned, the 

number of blocks which have been covered 

under 'Operation Blackboard' (OB) and the 

districts which have been 

 


