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country, if so, the steps Government
propose to overcome these problems?

THE MINISTER OF CIVIL AVIATION
AND TOURISM (SHRI MADHAVRAO
SCINDIA): (a) The foreign tourist arrivals
upto October 1992 and during the previous
years since 1986 except during 1990 and
1991 have exceeded the targets. The decline
in tourist arrivals during 1990 and 1991 was
due to various international and internal
problems including the Gulf War.

(b) The endeavour of the Government
is to improve the tourism amenities in the
country with the co-operation of State
Government and private sector.

(c) The availability of adequate
infrastructure is a bottleneck in the
growth of tourism in the country.
However, the Central Government gives
financial assistance to State Governments
for augmenting tourism infrastructure
based upon specific projects, their inter-se
priority and the availability of funds.

Conversion of palaces into hotels

28. SHRI JAGIR SINGH DARD: DR.
ABRAR AHMED:

Will the Minister of CIVIL AVIATION
AND TOURISM be pleased to state:

(@) whether the Central Government are
negotiating with some former maharajas of
princely states to convert their palaces into
hotels;

(b) if so, the details thereof; and

(c) what are the results achieved in this
regard so far?

THE MINISTER OF CIVIL AVIATION
AND TOURISM (SHRI MADHAVRAO
SCINDIA): (a) to (c) A new category of
'Heritage Hotels' has been introduced to
cover functioning hotels in palaces, castles,
havelics, forts, etc. built prior to 1950.
Guidelines for approval at project stage for
conversion of heritage properties into hotels
have also been formulated to provide
additional room capacity for tourists and to
preserve these landmarks of our
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heritage. So far 17 Heritage hotels
providing 568 rooms have been approved.

Summer Saver Plan for tourists
29. SHRI JAGIR SINGH DARD:
DR. ABRAR AHMED:
Will the Minister of CIVIL AVIATION
AND TOURISM be pleased to state:

(@ whether Government have any
summer saver plan with discount in air
fare and hotel tariffs to attract foreign
tourists; and

(b) if so, what are the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF CIVIL AVIATION
AND TOURISM (SHRI MADHAVRAO
SCINDIA): (a) Yes, Sir. A Summer Saver
Plan was offered to foreign tourists jointly by
Air India, Indian Airlines and the hotel
industry for the period from 1 Apr.—30 Sep.
92

(b) Air India offered 30% to 40% discount
while Indian Airlines offered 15% on US$
fare. ITDC offered various discounts going
upto 60% on its selective hotels. Some
private hotels also offered discounts ranging
between 40 and 50%.

Expansion of Calicut Airport
30. SHRI E. BALANANDAN: Will
the Minister of CIVIL AVIATION AND
TOURISM be pleased to state:
(a) whether there is any proposal for the
expansion of the Calicut airport;

(b) if so, what arc the details thereof;

(¢)  whether 'AIR INDIA' is
considering a proposal to start flights of
Gulf countries from Calicut; and

(d) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF CIVIL AVIATION
AND TOURISM (SHRI MADHAVRAO
SCINDIA): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) The National Airports Authority has
plans to construct a separate new
International Terminal suitable for handling
250 outgoing and 250 incoming passengers,
at an estimated cost of Rs. 613 lakhs. The
architect has been appointed and the
drawings have been



