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[RAJYA SABHA]

to Questions 48

Extinction of plants specics

234. SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY:
Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT
AND FORESTS be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that more than
132 plant species face extinction and 24
plants are already extinct according to
Botanical Survey of India; and

(b) if so, what measures Government
propose to take to save the plant species
from extinction?

THE MINISTER® OF HUMAN
RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT (SHRI
ARJUN SINGH): (2) The Botanical
Survey of India (BSI) has estimated that
about 10% of total plant species in the
country (about 1500) are at various levels
of survival risk and 24 plant species are
possibly extinct, as these specics are
largely known from their historicaltype
collecction made several years ago and
have also not been sighted during any
rccent botanical survey.

(b) Government have taken the
following measures to save the plant
species from extinction:

(i) The BSI is continuing its survey
work and collection of data on
rare, threatened and endemic
species and efforts are being
made for relocation and
introduction of different species
in the Botanic and Experimental
Gardens and Orchidaria.

(ii) The BSI, which holds many rare
species in ils gardens, has also
taken up tissue culture technique
for mass multiplication and
propagation.

(iii) Through Convention on
International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild
Fauna & flora (CITES), efforts
are being made to check/ban
export of unlawful live collection
of plants. :

(iv) The Govcrnment have enacted
Icgislation for forcst and wildlife



