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(J) whether uny survey has been con-
ducted on the possible reasons for de-
crease in. the number of tigers; and

(¢) It so, the sieps taken/proposed 1o
be taken 10 protect tiger from extinction?

THE MINISTER OF HUMAN
RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT (SHRI
ARJUN SINGH): (a) In the context of
the reports that the census in Rantham-
bhore in 1992 was conducted under great
limitations, it has been decided that the
ccnsus be reverilied during 1993 for firm-
_ing up the figures.

(b) Yes, sir.

(¢) The information is given in the
enclosed Statement. [See below]

(d). No state Government has reported
any net deercase in the number of tiger
population.

(¢) Does not arise.

Statement

As per the last All India Tiger Census
conducted in 1989 the towal tiger popula-
lion in the country is 4334 and the
population in the Tiger Reserves is 1327
as per details given hercunder:

SL. Nume of Tiger Reserve  Popula-
No. tion of
Tigers

1989

i Bandipur 50
2. Corbent 91
3. Kuanha 97
4. Manas 92
3. Melghat ‘ 77
6. Palimau 55
7. Runthambhore 44
8. Simlipal 93
Y. Sunderbans 269
10, Perlyar 45
1. Sarlska - 19
120 Buxa 33
15, Indruvati 28
14, Nugarjunsagar 94
15, Namdapha 47
16, Dudliwa 90
17, Kulukad-Mundanthurai 22
18, Valamiki . 81

Torac: 1327
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255. DR. SHRIKANT RAM-
CHANDRA JICHKAR: Will the Minis-
ter of ENVIRONMENT AND
FORESTS be plcased to state:

(a) the annual cxpenditure of the Bo-
tanical Survey of India;

(b) how much is ‘spent on the salarics
and cmoluments of its employees; and

(c) whether any analysis has. been
made on the work being done by the
Botanical Survey?

THE MINISTER OF HUMAN RE-
SOURCE DEVELOPMENT (SHRI AR-
JUN SINGH): (a) The annual expendi-
turc of the Botanical Survey of India
(BSI) during the financial ycar 1990-91
wias Rs. 5.78 crorcs.

(b) The total amount spent on salarics
and cmoluments of its emplovees during
1990-91 was Rs. 4.48 crores.

(c) A review of the functioning of the
BSI was done in 1987 and its objectives
and prioritics have been redefined so as
to achicve the targets by 2000 AD. Gov-
cranment have also constituled a Program-
me Advisory Commitice 1o review the
work being done by the [1S] and its sister
organisation, the Zoologici! Survey of
India (ZSI). and (o suggest new arcas of
study and rescarch.

Congress Grass in Maharashtra

256. SHRI RAMDEO BHANDARI:
Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT
AND FORESTS be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government are aware of
‘Congress Grass’ in Maharashira, the
sced of which had come to India along-
with the PL 480 wheat imports;

(b) whether the Botuanical Survey of
India has made any cco-study about the
problems crcated by this grass;
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(c) whcther Government are aware of
thc amount and area of land that has
become waste. and crops and forests dam-
agcd duc to the rapid growth of this
grass; and :

(d) if so, what are the dctails thercof?

THE MINISTER OF HUMAN RE-
SOURCE DEVELOPMENT (SHRI AR-

JUN SINGH): (a) It is lcarnt that the:

spccies  Parthenium  hysterophorus Linn
(Family Astcrageac) was recorded in
West Bengal as carly as 1845. The oc-
currcnce of the same specizs, also known
as "Congress Grass' was reported from
Punc in 1956. It is stated that the Weed
was introduccd through foodgrains under
the PL-480 Scheme.

(b) Scicntists of the Botanical Survey
of India have observed and studicd the
fcaturcs of “Congress Grass', and also the
possibilitics of using othcr species to
check the growth of the weed.

(c) and (d) Congress Grass has current-
ly occupicd large arcas of agricultural and
non-agricuftural land in the States of
Maharashtra and Karnataka. However,
no data is availablc about the cxact arca
of its spread.

Expenditure on the National Muscum of
Natural Iistory

257. SHRI MOHINDAR SINGH KA-
LYAN: Will the Ministcr of ENVIRON-
MENT AND FORESTS be plcased to

state:

(a) the details of annual cxpenditue on
thc National Muscum of Natural History;

(b) the cxpenditure on the emolumcents
of the cmployces of the Muscum;

(c) what is thc total strength of the
staff therein; and

(d) thc number of Scnior staff who
have visited such muscums in other parts
of the world?

THE MINISTER OF HUMAN RE-
SOURCE DEVELOPMENT (SHRI AR-
JUN SINGH): (a) Thc annual cxpendi-
turc on the National Muscum of Natural
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History during the financial year 1991-92
was Rs. 115.99 lakhs.

(b) The expenditure on the emolu-
ments of the employees. of the Museum
during the financial year 1991-92 was Rs.
31.92 lakhs.

(c) The total strength of the Muscum
staff is 122,

(d) 10 members of the staff of the
Museum have visited museums in other
parts of the world.

Prevention of cruelty to animals

258. DR. NAUNIHAL SINGH: Will
the Minister of ENVIRONMENT AND
FORESTS be pleased to state:

(a) the number of cases detected under
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals act
during the last three years;

(b) the animals against whom the
cruclty was done;

(c) whether any convictions were made
or penalties imposed; and

(d) the steps being taken for the effec-
tive implemantetion of this legislation?

THE MINISTER OF HUMAN RE-
SOURCE DEVELOPMENT (SHRI AR-
JUN SINGH): (a) The State/Union Ter-
ritory Government of Gujarat, Sikkim,
Dadar and Nagar Haveli, West Bengal,
Mabharashtra, Himachal Pradesh, Harya-
na, Andaman Nicobar Islands, Punjab,
Tripura, Daman & Diu, Rajasthan,
Mizoram, Orissa and Meghalaya have
reported datection of 21181 cases under
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act
1960 during the last three years.

(b) Acts of Cruclty were pgenerally
committed against Buffaloes, Camals,
Goats, Shceps, Cows, Dogs, Bulls, Mon-
keys and birds.

(c) Yes, Sir.
(d) Mecasures Taken to implement the

Prevention of Cruclty to Animals Act
1960 include the following:

(i) Animal Weclfarec Board has taken
up training programme for mem-



