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construction activities was deliberated upon 
in the Seminar; and 

(c) if so, what specific suggestions and 
observations were made in this regard and 
what is Government's reaction thereto? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE 
MINISTRY OF SURFACE 
TRANSPORT (SHRI JAGDISH 
TYTLER): (a) and (b) Yes Sir. In a panel 
discussion on this subject, inter alia, views 
were expressed that since the road sector 
allocations are not keeping pace with 
growing demand for road infrastructure 
there is need to look for alternative funding 
sources including investments by private 
sector. 

(c) The Government has been seized of 
this matter already and is contemplating to 
involve the private sector in development of 
National Highways, as a prequisite to that, 
the National Highways Act, 1956 has been 
amended through an Ordinance 
promulgated on 23rd October, 1992 which 
provides for levy of fees on notified 
sections of National Highways. 

Phasing out of Production of Janata 

Cloth 

462. SHRI KRISHAN LAL 
SHARMA: Will the Minister of TEXTILES 
be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that Government 
have decided to gradually phase out 
production of Janata cloth; 

(b) if so, the reasons therefor; 

(c) the number of workers likely to be 
affected as a result thereof; 

(d) whether any scheme for relief and 
rehabilitation of these affected workers has 
been drawn up and if so, what are the 
details thereof; and 

(e) by when the Scheme is likely to be 
implemented? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE 
MINISTRY OF TEXTILES 
(SHRI ASHOK GEHLOT): (a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) In view of the policy of the 
Government to phase out subsidy schemes, 
janata cloth scheme will be gradually 
phased out in coming years; 

(c) to (e) It is proposed to phase out the 
Scheme gradually. Meanwhile, the 
weavers engaged in production of janata 
cloth will be graduated to higher value 
products through an alternative and 
comprehensive Project Package Scheme 
which has been drawn up to provide the 
total package of assistance from training, 
modernisation of looms, provision of 
design inputs to necessary assistance in 
marketing. The scheme is approved for 
imlementation during the VIII Five Year 
Plan. 

 


