149 Written Answers

Gas Reserves in the country

335. SHRI CHIMANBHAI MEHTA:
SHRI SARADA MOHANTY:
SHRI ANANTRAY DEV-

SHANKER DAVE:
SHRIMATI MIRA DAS:

Will the Minister of PETROLEUM &
NATURAL GAS be pleased to state:

(a) what arc the explored and available
gas reserves in the country;

(b) what is yearly exploitation from
these reserves at present;

(c) what is the demand, supply and
short falls;

(d) what is the Capital invested so far in
oil exploration and what is the capital
required to exploit enough gas to meet the
growing demand including investment in
reduction to zero gas flaring project; and

(c) what are the on-going projects for
exploration and exploitation of gas by
Government ~ Agencies, Scmi-Govern-
ment Agencies and Privatge Agencies?

THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM
AND NATURAL GAS (SHRI B.
SHANKARANAND): (a) to (c) Balance
recoverable reserves of natural gas as on
1.1.92 were 730 billion cubic metres. The
production of natural gas in 1991 was
18.65 billion cubic metres. While allocation
of about 90 million cubic metres per day
have been made based on estimates of
availability, demand of about 240
MMSCMD is registered with GAIL.

(d) and (c) Cumulative expenditure so
far on exploration for oil and gas by
ONGC and OIL is about Rs 7868.7
crores. Investment planned in the Eighth
plan period by these two companies on
gas development schemes is about Rs.
9732.78 crores which includes Rs. 5650
crores for the Gas Flaring Reduction
Project. Other on-going projects which
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include gas development include addi-
tional development of L-II and L-III
reservoirs of Bombay High field, Neelam,
R-15A, Rawa, Panna, Gan-dhar, S 1 Sand,
ICP-Heera Pipeline, Second Bassein
Hazira Pipeline and expansion of Hazira
Gas Terminal. While no projects for
exploration and exploitation of gas are
presently being implemented by semi-
Government or private agencies, contracts
for four blocks have been finalised with
private companies for exploration of oil
and gas under the Fourth Round of
bidding and several oil and gas fields have
been offered to private companies for
development including the Mid and South
Tapti gas field in the Western offshore.
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