[1 August, 2000] RAJYA SABHA

Non-Payment of various dues by private telecom companies

122. SHRI GAYA SINGH:
SHRI J. CHITHARANJAN:

Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS be pleased to state:

(@) whether it is fact that the Comptroller and Auditor General of India
has named eleven private telecom companies for nonpayment of various dues
to Government and asked the DoT to investigate the matter as soon as
possible; and

(b) if so, the details thereof and the action taken by Government
thereon?

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS (SHRI RAM VILAS PAS
WAN): (a) and (b) A statement is laid on the Table of the House.

(@ Yes, Sir.

(b) C and AG in his report No.6 of 2000 for the year ended Maich,
1999 has highlighted 11 cases of non-payment/non-recovery of various types of
dues. One case pertains to non-payment of compensation to the tunc of Rs.
1.80 crores by a private operator for damage to DoT's cable network at
various places. As per the revised estimates on the work, the actual amount
recoverable is Rs. 61.64 lakhs. Of these Rs. 39.31 lakhs have been recovered.
The remaining 10 cases relate to the delayed recovery of dues, such as rent
for leased circuits and other facilities, and various interconnection and
maintenance charges. The dues pointed out by audit in these cases were Rs.
122.92 lakhs. Of this, Rs. 103.41 lakhs stands recovered (for 7 cases). The
balance of the dues pending (in 4 cases) is being pursued for recovery. The
details arc furnished in the enclosed Statement.

tThe question was actually asked on the floor of the House by Shri J.
Chitharanjan.
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Statement
Amgqunt Pointed out by Audit, Amount Billed and the Recovery Effected.

(Figure in lakhs of Rupees)

Sl. Name of the Company Recoveriesto  Amount Recovery Balance to be Nature of dues
No. be effected as  billed as per effected recovered
per Audit actual  short
recovery
assessed by
the Deptt.
1. Bharati Telenet 17965 61.64 39.31 22.33 Compensation for damage to
DoT cable
2. B.PL Wireless Telecom 9.10 415 4.15 — Rent for two data circuits
Services
3. Escotel Mobile 13.00 8.19 8.19 — Rent for connectivity to
TAX
4, Reliance Telecom 971 3333 33.33 — Rent for interconnection
charges
5. Hutchinson MAX 2334 1420 1.24 12.96 Rent for 13 leased circuits
6. Modi Korea Telecom 419 3.60 3.60 — Rent for junctions beyond

three years from the effective
date of licence




£l

7. Usha Martin Telecom — 0.69 0.69 — As at 6 above

8. ABC Communications — 0.90 0.90 — As at 6 above

9 Hexa Com. India 1227 8.00 — 8.00 Maintenance  charges
for end link

10 Aircell Digilink — 4.92 — 4.92 As to 9 above

.11 0) BPL US West Cellular 26.97 26.97 26.97 - Rent for leased streams

.11 (i) BPL US West Maobile Services 24.34 24.34 24.34 — Rem for PSTN link

. 302,57 190.93 142.72 48.21




RAJYA SABHA [1 August, 2000]

SHRI J. CHITHARANJAN. In the C and A.G's report it .is stated that
cases in various circles have revealed short billing amounting to Rs. 1.23
crores. When it was pointed out by the Audit Department, only Rs. 59.50
lakhs could be recovered. Why could the balance amount not be recovered?

Sir C. and A.G. had also recommended that investigation will have to be
conducted to find out the reasons for short recovery of charges from the
private licensees and to fix responsibility for delay in billing incorrect
computation of charges. | would like the hon. Minister to let me know
whether this investigation has been conducted. If so, have they identified the
persons responsible for committing this mistake and what action has been
taken against them?

ft I fIeT™T URTET: W), 98 are Sl had ST STl 7, S99 Hefid
21 S e B urferdl B, I qifordl & qd1fdd 3@ wgde ey W 99
ST Pl TS BT HTH B T2 & AR B e & SR Sl &7l il 8, T8
dTel <ol fSureHe gRT 39 &fi &t Rbaxl & IR § Bl WoToSi— o oI
3 RUTE €1 &, S9H SN 3lfdetd &, 98 feurdde @t Ruld 9 81 off 718 ® oifed
T U YR B RIS preliminary RIS 8t 2, o a1fay &1 uRfdras
UfeHe SR ST ©1 S99 &Ifd & Tdha- & 918 gFl gIfcdi—Ia+He ase
3R ITgdT TR H—THADBR SHBT eI B ¢ 3R IFS a8 VPNe Tdl
Tl & T fpa arg g €1 99 2,25,00,000 T A @ T o
fEurcsie & gRT1 &1 /1 11 o1 % =raes M wR & g3 © ok 99 afd &
PR QR P Y B DI gacll SIQI, b a8 § ofg g1 gifcdl § —mrgde
3R fEurcHe & RN —d8f SR (Aell I8 Hed Uael Alhdl Bl 8) ST B <t
o f 98 &fi 2,25,00,000 B TR &, B 61 ARG B € 3R 9 61 G &
MR 39 ARG TUAT 94 Rpax B foram 11 g1 1at &7 Rt 22 oIg Rapar
B b fTT 79 HBT ST V8T & 3R S2 i+ 39 forv araer WY fopar 2

SHRI J. CHITHARANJAN: Sir, while criticising the migration
package, the C. and A.G. has stated that the Exchequer will face an
additional loss of Rs. 1153 crores on its decision to give across the board
extension of six months on basic and cellular services.

I would like to know from the hon. Minister whether the
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Government has examined this observation made by the CAG and, if so,
what the conclusion is that the Department has arrived at.

i I fIArT IRrEE: I8 99 Yol 9 Haferd 81 § aif WoToSilo BT
RT U dlegd RUlE & oif 3o Sl e WieR &1 & a8 Rt g1 81 @
5 =11 98 99 T {6 YRd & MEFe Ageal-1des 7 SRR of oI At
IR BT YA T B dTell 11 IR-TRBRI GRAAR HUR—T &b 99 Id¢ ©
3R GRATR 9T A 39 A o) e 5719 e & foIg F71 82 I8 S A1
2, U8 9gd 81 fAfics AHell & 3R I8 ATl S STIEI Pl IR § ST8] SH
T & UT A I SIS 3l ARy & wey 7 ¥ gafoe § wHern g 5 g
TS S AT A< 7 IoTT 8, I8 394 Hdferd -Tg) 2

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE: Sir, I would like to draw the attention of
the Minister to certain figures. In fact, while replying to the first
supplementary, he has mentioned that the initial assessment of loss is Rs.
2.25 lakhs. But so far as the statement is concerned, with reference to the
annexure, in the case of Bharti Telenet, at Sr. No. 1, the amount is Rs. 179.65
lakhs. Here, he has rounded it off to Rs. 180 lakhs, My question is: From
where does this amount of Rs. 2.25 crores or Rs. 225 lakhs, which he had
referred to in the first supplementary, come? In respect of the 11 cases, which
have been listed in the annexure, there is no such figure. The total figure is Rs.
3.02 crore. The moot question, the important question, is this. This Audit is first
reporting. They are getting the figures from the Department. When you are
making your assessment about the loss caused to the Department, the Audit is
coming to certain conclusions on the basis of the assessment which the
Department has made, and thereafter the Department makes a revised estimate in
consultation with the party concerned, as the Minister has stated. The original
assessment of the Department was Rs. 180 lakhs and on the basis of it, the Audit
made a comment. There is such a big variation. One can understand that, if the
variation is five per cent or ten per cent or fifteen per cent. The amount of Rs.
180 lakhs has come down to Rs. 61 lakhs, almost one-third of the initial
assessment. Not only that, but in some cases it is getting increased also. In the
case of Reliance Telecome, at Sr. No. 4, the original estimate, which was
commented on by the Audit, was Rs. 9.71 lakhs and the revised estimate was Rs.
33 lakhs. The amount of Rs. 9 lakhs was increased to Rs. 33 lakhs
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and the amount of Rs. 180 lakhs was reduced to Rs. 61 lakhs. .Why is there
such a serious variation? After all, P and T Audit is well known and they
have the expertise. They have the internal experitise over the years by the
bifurcation of the Audit and Accounts. Now, the audit system and the
accounting system in the organisation should be strengthened. It has its own
accounting arrangement for a long time. Why is there such a huge
discrepancy? Will the Minister through some light on it?

£} X e aRra: W), #9 2A1$ Arge ugd St off, 319 SR drge
ST DI PIRM BN H BeT AT b IHH 3R 34 AR AT 3R $A(eTY
QT fb T4 B9 Pael Pl daoiil Al SHBT NT GART B AR If 89 haet Bl
FREAT PNl Al SHDBT T ORI BT ST 1 Y6 A H8T b Sfg SHT gam
FEUTCHE F SHBT ATh el BT 1R FEUTCHE DI T b YRT BT YRT hact aaall
ST A1 9 oy feurdde 1 st fbar 6 2 #RTe 25 g 24T &1 T
9 R AT WAfeh STF 11 AR b @l Y 37R G141 AR JAThel gAT <l
T o f Hae g Bl STHI T8l 8, Pl AR B oTod &l 3T
IAD] i Teb HIATS I 9 e I8 Wi ST BRId 61 A1 2|

SRRt guaT eRTer: [EIfa Sff, 19 99y gRE9R aF &l el
YRR & 7T e 1T 91, 39 99y I8 SHIe odrs s i fb <olia™
AR # 95 SifkreR) gRacd= M iR 980 Sieal g & REAR
R g&ol ST A= 3TST Sl qui & q1e Sfd &4 AT 1 el bR &
AN I AT R A 37rch 2

ITgIC JATINTH T HiHCHT IR el B I8 &l SBi ¢ had dl FT
BT & Srosflodle & gRT BV T S BT JHA™ Igaman 71 &7 2l 31K
I JHAM B HUTS H IR IR IR 8, fSWIeey 81 32 T H s Aregw | w3
HEIeY | S gl fb A UTgde STy 37Ul diHcHe gXT BN, IHd oY
FIT U IR 3B 8, FifP S BT Selidpid RERAT fegpd TIme 81 11 272
ST B I B8R 14T 2 3fR 39 SEXid Bl 89 Al IRT R Fahd & Ofd I WIEIe
3iTaRed 37a1 pfiede q H| A1 H S arecd g o @3l weey 59 aR 4
RIT PRI E?

st < freT=T URTET: S HER Hif ® 98 ARIIR 81 ' U8 Uh
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feuréHe 2 Sl Ugcl ¥ dce A Hifd BR I8 & 3R TP G g1 9gd o &

37 [T et TS g Bl BISHR|

it M fIem arRraE: TE-E], R &1 Ble &xd T8l iR #
319! BT ATed § b SqH A STA1d 781 3T & elfb o1d AU s faar g
T FHE W13V fh R <97 7 585 f$fede gsdared €, 3R 15 3R da o
B e W &, B9 S 1&g Dl YRT PR ST I8 &1 Each and every district will
be connected by the Internet. 3R f&¥R, 2000 TF, AR S H Wl BT IR
ih gSHed & S IR & 9R ldh gedded dl Siled &1 B Rl
....(TFET)

SR YU RS Ui qEled, g9 SAIUDhT EREU AR
....(TFHT) AT STHBIT BT 8, ST SexHe R 2l

it I fareme 9raE: R, S9forg § S aredn § 6 A qER
A S v fham ® S9d R | 39 wEl fh Hifa 81 %2 &, Selwie § Y shicht 81
B 21 AR 9§ Y A 7 &Ik fSRiea 9@ uga v g, sevme Hifsar a&
g Y 21 AT R, T8l IF FaTd UISae ATRed &1 8, 89 39& folf HR
A HSR RT 3YAT I 81 STeT deb bidel e+ BT FdTd 2, 3 ToTHo Brierd
H dloTHo & Ashedl o sl 20 SalTs & HIfET garg ot Selldi| FHe &
IR B STETETT H b HHS! 911 1 TS AT Sl 8 ISE 3 d BT 8, 3R 39
TST 3% d H §H A1 & & U I1 &1 B sac &l 98T faar oy sik fraw
AT BT STH A P ST 81 I8 Hidl Slef, M-I I BT Hidd 8l
RIS UgaT B9 81, 14T faaeh # 1 & iR 39 dd § 89 dRarg d)A
ST X2 £ oifh=T 1T o 99 HET foh 3R HeoR S df 89 IR &I d I8 AR
Fhd | Afp1 o forg i uferie 8T & S9 uferie ot aya=en &f 7T ¥ 3iR
I uferenie forar ff ST RET R

it Ao fFreTH: TIRAT TR, § AT S & URT B E1 3N 987 ET §
SR AR SR & T qqmY, 9 W B Sof ® I8 gamn iR e
e feam g +ft gamam s/ VN 9ga 9R) gt € RN oo Wi T8
fpaT| & g1 aTed g b ST Repasl ) T BIs ©S AlS 97 Bl 87 IR Y
HHIT UHe 8] BRel & T b RIclTh RIT RATS B Bl Ja=eAT § AR
MY T HRATS DI 872 3R AT DI HRATS T8l HRA & 3R T §leidx
REZASISEAED
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B 3Tl 1 894 Sexde I ol fear 7, a1 19 swfl 3 Ue fear g S=iq ar
g IS el BR 1| dloToTclo, TRPICH HHIT Al 391 YR S < fay
21 3R e &1 fay £ 317 397 Raelih 1 HRATS 1 32 & 3R W, THe
DI YT DI $S ATs RAT & ?

it I/ faemt urgaT: W), §9 pET B o o9 il w s g 98
I Yl ST YET 21 Ife 319 Y2 & Sfard Bl <] Il S99 $ol [AAThR &
BT 48 TG BUY BT &1 I 3T 9o fSuTeHe 8 3R 48 TG BT 39 AS H
BT, S IHTIT B Il & oIy gaereie 2 iR S8+ s9aT areT faar
21 3R I8 IRIGIRIATH! BN, A1 89 ST RIATH HRATS Hedl|

it 3R R {vmafar Sff, fre avE 9 IR &R AgerR W 9amT €,
TE 39 U & QR eI IMMAT & SIAT HAl ST ¥ HET &1 I8 R A H ST 37
BT 1 W ST 9§ 3780 BRIS U 9P 3R AgeR BT vl IF faumT H
IHIAT &, A T 3P IR | 71 St qaR[? R I8 99 © {6 1 iR IR
AR Bl fSUICHE 7 B9 dax & Irdfed fohar 872 ik gl iR R 3iR
AR DI 3T B DI qTiordl Wl 918 ST I8 8, T SH(TY AT U1 81 &
L E?

St T AT UTTETe: R, S9H U8 I el ST B

2 AR Tl AT AT HBIS, HFHG H3l i 4 B8l & &
Collp™ 3 Rareger faeq # amar g1 # wrar g e fawa # Rareger amn g,
SIfepe AR # 7T 31mn 21 7 A e R F o1 3R S9! et g @1 1 H
Bl D1 AT TTe g1 ST -HTHR S Ydqd TG F1 Alfad qred 8id I 3R
T ITd dC IHId AIfed I 910 ST AT ITHT B SIS ST =T o7
STy #7198 A G B, S g1 HeT 3 3719 180 IR A BIRYI H+ 180
ot a1 S9 FET {6 197 9 919 HRYIHAA BET {6 197 T Sl T7R & forg
BT 8 a1 S bR B fSfre aren wer faam srediie el gag 10 991 | ofaw 3
ol T& Uid T | 7 97 T2 81 urs| e 9o 799 Ferrge oY R #9 3rue §ev
7 o BT SAIBI ATl b ¥ TIRA <159 It Sarg el iR & 91
& B YT T8 T 37T 91d 21 H I8 SSeIwg A8l B gral fh -390
TSI ST STaTd St Bt 3 H iF S ae &S 91, that is, Doda district

headquarters in Jammu, Rajouri district headquarters, Poonch district
headquarters, Jammu Province and Sopore in Baramullah, & 9Td T8l & ARl

Bl Pl & 9 IR g9 I 39 g7h db § 9 ST8] IR 379 IR oflsd F a1d
TEI B ITAT 1 HT Sl §SIIC B I1d PR IS &1 TARI Al Bg-Pbs YACIS! BIF
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U fSRgae gsaqarexr # a1 T8l 81 T 8! & SR U 781 I HI 4 Rz B
EISEASERIREEIGEISIERICIER IR

oY I e 9T IR, sei 99 feuT § 3R s Rrerd
W BY B ReRd & IR § 89 [fvad ©9 I e ReTs # Sy & g <1 ot
AR Hif g8 98 §A IS fORTHd F oI &1 H1H fHa1 2

TR, Uh AT AT 919 J&T IR TAlBIT BT Y IadT o7, § 9t 22-23
AT A Alp qHT H g, d1 8 HR 3% yiferamie @eT 8l S of b 3’y
CEIBIF BT T8l HR Y81 &1 IRANT P HEH H A1 ggd SaTaT RIdRId A 2|
fafead vu & <= 11 #9 vaed WY foram 81 §9 ®s IR ®e1 2 o afe &9 e
AP HHAIRAT & f&d H§ B B € A I Y 38T B B 3R a8 M
T8l R © A1 89 ST Raolh BNaTs B 1 g9 NiTad ©u 3 59 qiel B
TG BT HTH B

SHRI NILOTPAL BASU: Sir, the Minister has contended here that the
views of the CAG on the migration package has no relationship, whatsoever,
with the question that has come under natice. | totally disagree with him. So
far as the migration package was concerned, the CAG observed that the
manner in which the Government has handled that issue, and subsequently
behind-the-back of the Parliament the way they have legitimised the default
of the private companies, that is Unheard of, and in the light of that that will
have an impact on the department itself. Mr. Pranab Mukherjee was raising
this question as to how under-assessment has been there, and on the question
of speed of recovery also, if the Government itself is prepared in terms of the
so-called decision of the Cabinet, behind the back of the Parliament, to forego
the rightful claims of the Government, is it not impacting on the Department
also? Is that not related to the question of the migration package, the whole
ethos that has been created by the Government to really let the private sector.
escape from its responsibilities and commitments?

Y I faaRT IrIa: WR, gl 81 B8l fob WoTosfle BT YRT BT YRT
afegd 1 S U § 98 11 HFS 9 9T § 5 11 S & e fha
FHTAT &2 A AR IR AAT A T YO 3R 3177 IqD] WBR PR of Al
Tl ST STATd &1 § Bl AT 1 S|
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SHRI RAMA MUNI REDDY SIRIGIREDDY: Sir, I would like to
know from the hon. Minister whether there is any proposal before the
Government to open up the national long-distance telecom sector for the
private sector, if so, by when?

St I Ty IrRIaT_ : T A A SfieRS! 'Y $R o 8 b 15 3R
T D! B 71 T2 © 1R 39 ey # &9 1 B H1 IR T

Staff stiength in Income tax offices in Delhi

*123. SHRI S. RAMACHANDRAN PILLAI: Will the Minister of
FINANCE be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government are aware that the staff strength of Income-tax
offices in Delhi has decreased considerably while the number of tax payers in
Delhi has almost doubled in the past five years; and

(b) if so, the reasons for the failure of Central Board of Direct Taxes
(CBDT) to look into the problems of depleting staff strength and unfilled
vacancies in various offices in view of a massive increase in the workload
over the past few years?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF FINANCE
(SHRI V. DHANANJAY KUMAR): (a) While it is true that the number of
tax payers has increased, it is not correct to say that the staff strength has
decreased.

(b) Does not arise.

SHRI S. RAMACHANDRAN PILLALI: Sir, the Minister has stated that
the number of tax payers has increased during this period. 1 would like to
know from the hon, Minister whether the Central Board of Direct Taxes has
imposed any ban on filling up of the vacancies, inlcuding promotional
vacancies.

SHRI V. DHANANJAY KUMAR: Sir, the direct answer of lhe
question would be 'no'. As the hon. Minister is aware, there is a general ban
on recruitment for the purposes of filling up of vacancies as also for
increasing the strength of the staff. But, Sir, since the hon. Member in his
main question has expressed his concern about the

20



