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STATEMENT BY DIRECTORS

- (HEALTH), DELHI ADMINIS-

TRATION AGAINST NEHM
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ALLUCATIGN YODGRAINS
MAHARASTITA PRV THE
CENTRAL POOL

SHRI VISHWASRAO RAMRA O
PATT, (Maharashtra): Mr. Vis
Chairman, Sir, I would like to raisc
a very vital lssue, through yo.L
about the allocation of foodgrains t{o
Mzharashtra from the Central pocl
In view of the drought situn -
tion faced by a large parts of the
State, the Stete Government has wl-
ready requested the Cen're for stepp-
ing up the State's monthly allora-
tion of wheat and rice to 1.50 lakh
tonnes &nd 0.75 lakh tonnes Trespec-
tively. Since there has been a sub-
stantial fall in the proddction of
foodgraing within fhe Staté, the mav-
ginal f{armers and }Pc agrlcu]tural
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labourers etc. will also be compelled
to turn to the PDS for their require-
ments. As per the latest estimate of
the Agricultural Department, the
shortfal] in kharif production is ex-
pected to be approximately 22 lakh
tonnes as compared to the previous
year and in regard to the rabi pro-
duction, even though nao assessment
bas yet been madé by the Agriculs
tural Department, it appears that the
shortfall in rabi production will not

be less than 153 lakh tonmes. The
shortfall in production of food-
grains within the State is
likely to be anything in ex-

cess of 30 per cent as compared ta
last year. Since there has been such
a huge shortfall in production, the
cultivators’ own production, which
was meeting approximately 63 per
cent of the requirements, will be sub-
jected to very severe limitations and
it will correspondingly result in

in-
creased pressure on the PDS. Be-
cause of the drought situation, the
presence of labourers on ‘the relief

work hasg alsg increased manifold.
As per the cstimate of the Planning
Department, the State would need to
provide 2.2 crore mandays per month
for the next six or seven months
since there is going to be no pro-
curement of jowar under the Price
Support Scheme this year. There
would naturally be a demand for dis-
tribution of wheat to the labourers
working on the EGS work. The State
Government has therefore requested
thy Centre for separate allocation
of 25,000 tonnes of wheat per month
for distribution to the labourers en-
gaged on the relief work. Ag a result
of the State Government's persistent
requests, the Central Government has
given an additional allocation of 13,000
tonnes of wheat and 87,000 tonnes cof

rice for January 1992 raising. the
State's monthly allocalion to 2.13
lakh tonnes, Again, for .February

1992, the Government of India has
given an increased allocation of 2.05
lakh tonnes of riee and .wheat. With
these -additional: allecations, it will
be possible to meet the. increasing
demand of Bombay, Thang, rationing

areas attd: drought aﬂected .nrcas.
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