289 Special

Need to expedite th i
oy it le execution of

§€ conversion work ip Tamil

Nadu and introduction of Raj-
dhanj Express bhetween Delhi

and Madrag

SHR! §. X. T.
RAN Tami1 Nadu): Mr. Vice.Chair-
mar:, th;‘ough this Special Mention I
would like to insist on the three per-
sistently consistent demands of hot

only mine but of all the Members of

Parliament from Tamil Nadu in both
Houses .
-

RAMACHAND-

) My first demand to the Government
is the immediate implementation of
the gauge conversion projeet in Tamil
N;du from Madras to Dindigal via
Virudhachalam and Trichy. The con-
\{ersion of this 400 K_ M. metre gauge
line into broad gauge linc should be
Biven to priority by the Government
as this trunk line is the heart-line in
the network of Railways ip  Tamil
Nadu. If and only if this gauge con-
version ig completed most of
the distriets-  in Tamil Nadu
and most of the indus-
trial and trade centres in Tamil Nadu
would have quick access to the rest
of the country through the capital,
Madras.  Besides this the project is
vitally essential for the economie and
trade growth of Tami! Nadu. The
Government, which is having an am-
bitious programme for the conversion
of 6000 K. M. of metre gauge into
broad gauge in the country in  the
Eightli Five Year Plan, I hope, will
give special attention to this impor-
tant 400 K.M, project. To my surpri-
se, though in the Budget speech the
Railwav Minister made a mention of
inclusion of this project in the Eighth
Five Year Plan, the Railway Minister
hag allocated only Rs. 2 crores for
this project in the current year. The
total outlay for the Trichy-Dindigal
93 K_M. segment of this project alone
is Rs. 47 crores. At this rate, I fear,
the implementation of this project
moving at snail’'s pace, will not be
completed during the Fighth Five
Yéar Plan,  Hence T request the
Government to revise the allocation
accordingly and to speed up execu-
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Fion of works and see that the projeet
Is completed within the Eighth Five
Year Plan period. - Co

Tk_le next demand is that til] this
.prOJect of conversion of metre gauge
Into broad gauge from Madras to: Din-
.digal via“Virudhachalam and Trichy
1s completed and opened for trafiic,
the existing Madurai-Trichy metre
gauge shouid be retained along with
the proposed paralle] broad gauge
line. ¥ the metre pgauge in ‘the
sector is not retained the people of
southern districts in Tamil Nadu will
be put to untold hardships. Cutting
across party lines all Members from
Tamil Nedu of this House and the
other House of the Parliament have
S0 many times raised their voices to
emphasize the genuineness of thig de-
mand.

The last but not the least demand
iz the introduction of 3 new Rajdhani
Express from Delhi to Madras. At
present Rajdhani Expresses are opera-
ted from Delhi to Bombay and Cal-
cutta. So. logically the next order
of priority in linking Delhi to any
other city ir the country by Rajdhani
Express sheuld go to Madras. Any
violation of this order of sequence
in fixing up priority is ununderstan-
dable and condemnable. Hence, 1
would like to  request the Govern-
meant that the next immediate Re3-
dhani Express which is likely to be
introduced soon in the country should
BLe between Delhi and Madras.

I am confident that the Railway
Ministry will take note of this and
render justice. Thank you.

SHRI G. SWAMINATHAN (Tamil
Nadu): Sir I associate myself with
the sentiments expressed by Mr.
Ramachandran.

SHR; S. MUTHU MANI (Tamil
Nadu): I associate myself with what
Mr. Ramachandran has said. The
prestige of Tamil Nadu'is involved in
the matter of introduttion of Rajdha-
ni Express. So, my humble submis-
sion is that it should@ come to Meadras.



