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estimated that unemployment will
be reduced to around 10 million by
the end of the plan and to about 3
million by 2000 AD .
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Setting up of Small Farmers Agri-
cultural Business Consortium

$2643. SHRI SHANTI TYAGI:
MISS SAROJ KHAPARDE:

Will the Minister of PLANNING
AND PROGRAMME IMPLEMENTA-
TION be pleased to state:

Government propose
agri-busi-

(a) whether
to set up small farmers’
ness consortium;

(b) if so, what are the details therc-
of and what will be its functions;
and

(¢) by when the consortium is
ilkely to start function?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF.

THE MINISTRY OF PLANNTNG AND
PROGRAMME IMPLEMENTATION
AND THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF NON-CONVEN-
TIONAL ENERGY SOURCES (SHRI
SUKH RAM): (a) and (b) Yes, Sir.
As announced in the Budget 1992-
93, a Small Farmers’ Agri-Business
Consortium  with funding from
Reserve Bank of India, Indus-
irial Development Bank of India and
National Bank for Agriculture &

11.7 8.1
5.5 7.5
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5.0 5.6

Rural Development is to be set up.
The  consortium would be an auto-
nomous corporate entity and will
have representation from the IDBL
NABARD and other financial institu-
tions, public sector corporation dea-
ling with agriculture and agro- in-
dustries as well as private sector
companies. The scheme envisages
giving employment and income gene-
ration orientation to the crop hus-
bandry. animal husbandry, agro
Zorestry. fisheries. agroc  proceszsing
and agro based industries sectors
during the Eighth Plan period and
beyond creating more skilled jobs in
the country in the short term by
using the underutilised opportunities
in the farm sector, developing orga-
nisational structures which can pro-
motte group cooperation both at the
production and marketing phase and
establish links in the production pro-
cessing and marketing chain for ma-
king programmes economidally via-
ble and replicable.

(c) The consortium is scheduled
to function in the current vear i.e.
1992-33.

$Previously unstarred question 1656,
transferred from the 24th July; 1992.



