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the Rural Development Ministry has attracted 
sharp criticism from environmentalists; 

(b) whether it is also a fact that 
the Prime Minister has received a 
letter from the environmentalists 
urging reconsideration of the propos 
ed bifurcation and suggestion restruc 
turing of the NWDB and reorienta 
tion of its activities while respecting 
its linkage with forestry and envi 
ronment; and 

(c) if so, what is the decision/re 
action of Government in this regard?      

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF 
THE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT 
AND      FORESTS (SHRI        KA- 
MAL        NATH)-        (a)        to        (c) 
Some       environmentalists addre- 
ssed a letter to the Prime Minister suggesting 
that it was desirable to retain the National 
Wastelands Development Board in the 
Ministry of Environment & Forests. The issue 
raised in the letter has been considered and it 
has been decided not to change the decision to 
transfer the National Wastelands 
Development Board from the Ministry of 
Environment and Forests to the Ministry of 
Rural   Development. 

Ridge  Facing  Extinction 

2876. SHRI KRISHNA KUMAR BIRLA: 
Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT AND 
FORESTS be Pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government's atten 
tion has been drawn to the news item 
captioned 'Ridge is racing extinction' 
which appeared in the Hindustan 
Times dated   13th July,  1992; 

I 
(b) whether it is a fact that Government's 

plans t0 spruce up hectares °f forest land are 
not succeeding and a large number of trees 
are diminishing;  and 

(c) if so, the steps Government have 
taken to save the Aravalj ridge from  
extinction? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE 
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND 
FORESTS (SHRI KAMAL NATH). Yes, Sir. 

(b) Large scale degradation of Delhi 
Ridge forest area has taken place due to 
enchoachments, diversion for non-forest 
purposes and felling of trees. 

(c) The entire Delhi Ridge forest area is 
proposed to be put under the administrative 
control of single agency preferably the Forest 
Department of the Delhi Administration to 
area. 
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News  item saptioa  "poachers have a field 
day in    Ranthambhore'' 

2873. SHRIMATI KAMLA SINHA: Will 
the Minister of ENVIRONMENT AND 
FORESTS be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government's attention has 
been drawn to a news item which 

appeared in the Indian Express dated 15th 
July, 1992 under the caption 'Poachers have a 
field day in Ranth-ambhore'; 

(b) whether it is a fact that due 
to large scale poaching, elephants and 
Jther species of wildlife are being de- 
pleated; 

(c) whether it is a fact that almost 
all the reserve forests and National 
parks illegal trade of outwood is flou 
rishing; and 

(d) if so_ what a.re Government's 
plan to preserve the wildlife, forests 
and ecological balance? 

THE MINISTER OF STATS OF THE 
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND 
FORESTS (SHRI KAMAL NATH):   (a)   
Yes,  Sir. 

(b) Spoardic instances of. poaching of 
different species of wild animals and birds 
have come to the notice of the Central 
Government from time to time but no reports 
regarding decline in the population of species 
like elephants, panthers, tigers and lions have 
been received. 

(c) Reports of illegal cutting of wood 
both by organised gangs for timbers and 
headloaders for fire wood are   received  
from  time  to  time. 

(d) The action taken by the Central 
Government to preserve the wi'8-life, forests 
and to maintain eco-logical balance 
include— 

(i) Removal of any wildlife, including 
vegetation from any national park is banned 
except as provided for under the Wild Life 
(Protection) Act; 

(ii) The State Governments are given 
financial assistance to strengthen their 
antiposching infrastructure for national 
parks and sanctu. aries; 


