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MR. CHAIRMAN: 'Clarifications' means, clarifications. You just 
seek clarifications on the statement of the Home Minister. 
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MR. CHAIRMAN:   Now, everybody should restrict to two minutes. 
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� ��� � 	��� ���� 	�?�1%����� ��,�!��%�

SHRI R.S. GAVAI (Maharashtra): Mr. Chairman, Sir, I will be very 
brief and put only two-three questions.   Howsoever exhaustive statement is 
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made by the hon. Home Minister, as much as possible, he will only reveal the 
modus operandi of the inquiry. During the investigation, some broader 
guidelines for the investigation have come out. First, the press releases 
indicate that the plot is more deep. Secondly, the kith and kin of Phoolan 
Devi's family have come forward. As has been indicated in the newspapers, it 
may be a property matter; therefore, whatever the kith and kin of Phoolan 
Devi's family say, should be treated as a part of the investigtion before 
reaching a proper conclusion. Then, whatever may be the motive — it may be 
political; it may be criminal -- the person who has committed this murder is 
an offender. Therefore, a proper inquiry should be made, and whosoever is 
the offender, should be brought to book.   These are the questions which 
I want to put. 
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?X"� � �� 	��	���� � ������ ]���=� � (��������/1�"$��������# ���� D��� ����-.�"$���%�
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� ��� � 	��� ��� ��'� �� �" ��	
�/���	����� �"	��	���?�%�

� ������) �����g���������	
�/��	��  )� ������� ������ �67 �"	��B� ?�%�

��������	
�?X"�� �� 	��	� ���,� �B���(��")���	����(��"	�"�%�� )c���������	�
HIJ- �� (��"�"$��������6�������A,�  �#��	�����) !�� �?=����"���� �"� ��� ����������	�
8 �J- ���	
�@� 	�GI� ����6�	�������
����	�HIJ- �� (��������"�����	����� 	������
�"������"$�����	��8 8 z�@����?X"�� �� 	��	� ��� ����� h���(��	%�/�]��"� ����#�G����
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� ���	' >����	���� ��/��D�������"��"�W���!"
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� ������) ������T����!"
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� ���	' >����	���� ��/��D�������"��"�W���!"
 # 	�$����

� ��� � 	��� ���#��]�����!"
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+���	���
 �� � B
 ���D�=�� �̂ ������?������!"
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�����	����� �� 	�������������	
�A,�  �#��	���� ���!"
 # 	�$����� �	��	��"�
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� ��& 	�� %U �	��V 	��� ����l ��6#�G��g�� ��������# �����) !��	� "F��"��
����%�

� �� � � 	��� � g� #��]�
���1� C�	� ����  "F��"�� ���!"
 # 	�$���� &����	������
���!"
 # 	�$����  "F*"F
� �"� ?� �� "$%� ���!"
 # 	�$���� /�� �$�V �%� �$�V �*�$�V �%�
���!"
 # 	�$����/�������A.����� ��	���%����!"
 # 	�$����
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�������/?�� "F��O�	�%����!"
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 W� � ��1 �� !� �� � 	� � �WX/ � Y � 	/ �$� g� ������� �	
� � �� &�� � ���� ���
���!"
 # 	�$����

� ��� 	�	�2� � �7 -�	��g��"� ��/��� )/A 	�� ���?�%�&������# �?X"�� �� 	��	����
��� �/�%����!"
 # 	�$����
 

Expunged, as ordered by the Chair. 
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� �	� �"����� @�	��
� � ��� ����  �� �	� �"	� �"�� ��� ����� f ��� ���� 6���� ���
� �̂�8 ���")�
�����6��������	� ��(�����"�?)��	�������������K��'"=���) !�C���
��� ����
����������K�� ����/����/�
�� ��� �/?��8 � �������"����	����� �
�
�	 � ���� �"� 8 ) ��� � � F���� # �� ��������  �� ���� 8 ) �������"��� ��� ��������
&�	�� �������� ������#  ��(����&���#  ��(��0� � ������������ � ��������) !�
 "F
�� �����������"	���� �?�'� � ����	� ��D�=���� )4 �����,!�
�&��� ��� �������
@�J- 	��K��B��#,�?�� ��� ����6��?� � (� � ��� � ���+	��K��	������	%��"� � ���B��
�",�?�
� &�	�� �
� D�=���  ��'� � � �" � �	�  �� � �	� ��� �) !� �"�� �����/���� �"	�
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� ��� %��� ��7 -��� g��X����&��� ���L�.���� ��� ���������%�&����D����� �����
����������� ����"�����]�# �h�� ���(%�

� ��� �� � �� 	� �	��C ��� �� /�� �)m � ��� �"��	�� �	� ���� ����� "��
����!"
 # 	�$����
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� �"� ���
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� � �� � �(� /�� ��� ])# � ��	- �� "�
�
� ��� ��"�
�&��� ��G9# =����8 � ���8 *��4 ����� ��8 ��"������"���C�	����� "F�
�� 	�8 ��"�%�

283 



RAJYA SABHA [7 August, 2001] 
 

�� ������.�������# �"� � ���"�����8  ��G)B������"$
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*Expunged, as ordered by the Chair. 
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SHRIMATI S.G. INDIRA (Tamil Nadu): I thank you, Mr. 
Chairman, Sir, for calling me. 

I thank my Puratchi Thalaivi for giving me this opportunity to be a 
Member of the Rajya Sabha. 

I want to seek certain clarifications on the statement made by the 
hon. Home Minister. Before that, I pay my heart-felt tribute and respect to the 
departed soul. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please put questions. 
SHRIMATI S.G. INDIRA: It is unfortunate that the hon. Minister, 

in his statement, chose to attribute that "Every criminal act has a target". We 
never expected a person of high stature like hon. Advaniji to malign the 
departed lady Member in this way. Mrs. Phoolan Devi is a symbol of the 
oppression that has been inflicted on the most backward classes. 

The main question I want to raise is, was there a security lapse in the 
high security area like the Ashoka Road where the prestigious office of the 
Election Commission of India is located? Every time, we have been seeing 
reports that the surveillance is being stepped up in the Capital, especially in 
the VIP areas. If that is a fact, how did this incident occur? 

Sir, I would like to draw the attention of the hon. Home Minister to 
the fact that the U.P. Chief Minister's residence is next to the place where 
Mrs. Phoolan Devi was waylaid and killed. What were the security men 
posted in the Chief Minister's house, very near the place of occurrence, 
doing? Were they silent spectators? Some light may be thrown on this aspect. 

*Expunged, as ordered by the Chair, 
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Please put questions. No speech. 

SHRIMATI S.G. INDIRA: I am just putting questions, Sir. 

There are attempts to side-track the main issue of the killing of Mrs. 
Phoolan Devi by planting stories that the assailants were lodged in the 
Central Prison in Himachal Pradesh. Will the hon. Home Minister explain to 
the House as to what the real fact is? 

Also, in his statement, he has not mentioned the motive for the 
incident. The security provided to VIPs needs a thorough revamp. The kind 
of security given to VIPs is terribly below the standard and it cannot 
withstand an assault with sophisticated arms possessed by terrorists. The 
security men are ill-equipped. They lack the requisite training to combat the 
present terrorism. 

Therefore, I request the Home Ministry to wake up to the situation 
and see that such incidents do not recur hereafter. 

SHRI N.K. PREMACHANDRAN (Kerala): Sir, I would like to seek 
certain clarifications. Paras 1 to 5 give a factual description of the murder of 
Smt. Phoolan Devi. Seeking clarifications on those paras is not proper since 
the investigation is going on. Paras 7, 8 and 9 of the statement made by the 
hon. Minister raise so many doubts in my mind. I want to know whether it 
will be clarified by the Home Minister or by somebody else-l do not know 
the technicality. The statement says in para 7: "Smt. Phoolan Devi's life, as 
the Honourable Speaker stated in his obituary in Lok Sabha on July 26--I 
would like to stress the next words-reflected the social realities of 
contemporary India." What does it mean? Was it because of the social 
realities that she had been murdered? Was she murdered because a backward 
class woman, a da/it woman, entered the political scenario and had become a 
Member of Parliament? This is part (a) of my question. 

Part (b) is: Was it because she was having some criminal 
background? There is a proverb in Malyalam: "One who takes the sword 
ends with the sword." Was she murdered because she was having a criminal 
background? So many doubts arise in my mind because of the words 
"reflecting the social realities of contemporary India" used in the statement. 

Part (c) is, in para 8, it is stated: 
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"Hence, I earnestly plead to every political party neither to 
encourage, directly or indirectly, any kind of association with 
criminal elements, nor to succumb to the temptation of trying to 
derive political mileage when unfortunate incidents take place." 

I would like to seek a clarification on this point; whether any 
political party in India is encouraging criminalisation. She was having a 
criminal background. Is it a fact that the Samajwadi Party had accommodated 
her because of that? She was given the ticket twice. She had won the 
Parliamentary seat twice. She became the leader of the Samajwadi Party. Was 
it because of that, that she had been murdered? That point should be clarified. 

Sir, I am having an apprehension on the point of encouraging 
criminalisation of politics. What does it mean? And, also, in para 9 it is very 
specifically stated that, several times, the issue of criminalisation has been 
discussed in the House. If that be so, is there any plan to take effective steps 
for avoiding criminalisation of politics? Is the Government proposing to bring 
a legislation to check criminalisation of politics. With these words, I 
conclude. 

SHRI C.P. THIRUNAVUKKARASU (Pondicherry): Sir, two pistols 
had been recovered from the car shed of Phoolan Devi. My submission is that 
the Prime Minister visited the house of Phoolan Devi to pay homage to her on 
26 July. The pistols were neither recovered nor found. Probably, there was a 
lot of interrogation going on. A police party was there. They were searching 
the whole house, including the car shed. 

Smt. Sonia Gandhi also went there to pay homage to her. Even by 
that time, the pistols were not traced. The Intelligence people were searching 
every nook and corner of the house. Those pistols were not recovered earlier. 
I am having serious doubts regarding the pistols that were found in the car 
shed. It should be clarified as to why they were not recovered earlier. 

The next point relates to the surrender of one person before the U.P. 
Court. Normally, if a person surrenders before a Court, the police arrests him 
and the identification marks are taken. Subsequently, when he appears before 
the Court, the Court takes the identification marks. When he goes to jail, the 
jail authorities do interrogation and take the identification marks. Do the 
identification marks of a person who neither surrenders before a Court nor put 
in jail, help in that case?   They could have easily 

288 



[7 August, 2001] RAJYA SABHA 

identified whether the person who committed the murder of Phoolan Devi 
was really inside the jail or not? 

In this case a doubt has been created whether the police were 
helping the murderer, or, the jail authorities were helping the murderer, or, 
somebody else was helping the murderer. These are the doubts agitating the 
minds of the people. These doubts may be clarified by the hon. Home 
Minister. 

MR. CHAIRMAN:   Mr. Minister. 

SHRI BP. SINGHAL:  Sir, my name is also there. 

MR. CHAIRMAN:   No. 
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MR. CHAIRMAN: The House is adjourned till 11.00 a.m. on 
8m August, 2001. 

The House then adjourned at thirty one minutes past six of the clock, till 
eleven of the clock on Wednesday, the 8th August, 2001. 
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