[22 August, 2001] RAJYA SABHA

Need to take initiative by India at the ensuing Ministerial Conference of the W.T.O.
at Doha to evolve a common strategy to safeguard the vital interests of the
Developing Countries

SHRI V.V. RAGHAVAN (Kerala): Sir, the ensuing Ministerial
Conference of the World Trade Organisation at Doha is very crucial for the
developing countries, including India. The United States and the European * Union
are putting every sort of pressure on the developing countries to start a new round
of trade negotiations. They insist on a new round, to include labour, environment
and other issues, in -favour of the developed, rich, countries. Whereas the
developing countries' immediate interest lies in implementing properly the existing
agreements, the USA and the European Union often put obstacles to market access,
on flimsy grounds. The agreement on agriculture and the TRIPS Agreement are
twisted in their favour. The livelihood issue of the poor countries is completely
ignored. The most important thing for the developing countries is to rectify these
issues. To resist all sorts of pressures from the developed countries and to evolve a
common strategy to safeguard the vital interests of the developing countries, India
should take a diplomatic initiative to unify all the developing countries. We were in
the forefront of the Non-Aligned Movement. This is the time, once again, for us to
play the role which none else could do.

Reforming Graphite Industries in Sivaganga District of Tamil Nadu

SHRIMATI S.G. INDIRA (Tamil Nadu): Sir, I rise to speak on reforming
the graphite industries and its ancillary units in and around Kumarapatti and
Komalipatti of Sivaganga District, the industrially backward area of Tamil Nadu.
Valuable minerals for graphite industries are available in these areas. After
conducting so many tests, the then Government, under the leadership of Dr.
M.G.R., acquired the required land after paying the necessary compensation. The
foundation stone was laid by the former Prime Minister, late Rajiv Gandhi, in the
year 1989. This graphite ore is equivalent to the ore available in Japan. The
Government had allotted Rs. 22 crores for the purification of the graphite ore
available in those areas. A factory was set up for this purpose. After that, the Tamil
Nadu Mineral Corporation took charge of this graphite industry, and they are
simply selling the raw material. The Tata Consultancy to whom this matter was
referred for opinion, opined that more than four ancillary units may be started in
this area by using this graphite ore. This graphite ore is used for manufacturing of
aircraft parts, carbon, boilers, etc. By using this graphite, there is a possibility of
starting so many ancillary units in and around Sivaganga district which would
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provide employment opportunities to the people of those areas. I request the
Central Government to come forward to make the necessary allotment of
funds for this project in order to have an industry in this backward area of
Tamil Nadu, which would provide employment opportunities to the people of
that area.

Department of Personnel and Training Circulars
on Roster System
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