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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF 
PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS {SHRI 0. RAJAGOPAL): I will convey this 
information to the hon. Prime Minister. 

                                   __________ 

       CALLING ATTENTION TO MATTER OF URGENT PUBLIC  

                                                   IMPORTANCE 

Recent Circulars of UGC and NCERT Curriculum Framework in the 
Context of National Policy on Education 

SHRI EDUARDO FALEIRO (Goa): Sir, I call the attention of the 
Minister of Human Resource Development to the recent circulars of UGC 
and the NCERT curriculum framework in the context of the National Policy 
on Education. 

THE MINISTER OF HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT. 
MINISTER OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY AND MINISTER OF 
OCEAN DEVELOPMENT (DR. MURLl MANOHAR JOSHI): Mr. 
Chairman. Sir. Hon Members have drawn my attention to the recent circulars 
of UGC and NCERT curriculum framework in the context of the National 
Policy on Education. 

The National Policy on Education (1986), as modified in 1992, was 
based on an indepth review of the entire gamut of the educational process. It 
enunciated a comprehensive framework to guide the development of 
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education in its entirety. It envisaged a National System of Education, which 
would be based on a national curricular framework containing a common 
core alongwith other flexible components. In the higher education sector, the 
policy provided for dissemination of specialised knowledge and skills, to 
make the system dynamic, constantly entering uncharted areas, redesigning 
courses and programmes to meet the demands of specialization better, etc. 

The NCERT has been established by the Government of India to 
assist and advise the Central and State Governments in all matters of school 
education. It engages in research and field studies and then comes up with 
programmes and activities which are conducted in collaboration with States 
and other institutions.  The NCERT does not issue circulars. 

In response to the 1986 Policy, the NCERT has been contributing 
to the areas of universalisation of elementary education (including the latest 
Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan), vocational education and introduction of educational 
technology, education of women, minorities and groups with special needs, 
teacher-training and research, surveys, studies and innovations in the field of 
education, etc. 

In particular, during the recent past, the NCERT has implemented 
the following important programmes:- 

Setting up of the National Centre for Computer Education 

Setting up of National Centre for Value Education 

Setting up of the National Resource Centre for Inclusive education, 
for which UNESCO assistance is being sought. 

Setting up of Centre for International Relations for organizing 
training programmes for teachers and teacher-trainees for SAARC 
countries 

Revival of the Programme of Community Singing, initiated by Smt. 
Indira Gandhi in the early 1980s, but discontinued in the early 
1990S. 

While working in all these areas, the NCERT has been constantly 
responding to the new concerns and requirements emerging in curricular 
matters suitably. However, the need for reviewing and revising school 
curricula in the light of NPE - 1986, POA 1992 and the Ninth Five Year Plan 
document, was strongly felt which generated some projects for this purpose 
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during the years 1996-97 and 1997-98. However, the progress was slow and 
it was re-energized in September, 1999. A Discussion Document on 
Curriculum Framework was published in January 2000, based on extensive 
deliberations/involvement of experts in its seven constituent units including 
the Central Institute of Vocational Studies, Bhopal and the Central Institute 
of Education and Technology, New Delhi and consultations with teachers. 
educators and parents. This was widely disseminated to State Education 
Ministers, all functionaries of state-level agencies dealing with school 
education, educationists, individual experts, non-governmental organizations, 
political leaders, newspaper editors and journalists to initiate nationwide 
debate and consultation. It was widely covered by media and Press and was 
also put on the NCERT website. Seminars and conferences were also 
organized to discuss the document. 

Based upon the inputs received, NCERT has finalised the National 
Curriculum Framework in November, 2000. This was considered in 
December, 2000 in the General Body of the NCERT wherein all the 
Education Ministers of States/UT Governments are members. 

Copies of the final/revised document of the National Curriculum 
Framework for School Education were subsequently distributed to various 
organisations, Central/State Governments, Newspaper editors which include : 
all the Chief Ministers, 70 leaders of political parties, 55 State Education 
Ministers, 53 Education Secretaries, a large number of Education Experts and 
30 prominent Newspaper Editors. Besides, the National Curriculum 
Framework for School Education was discussed in two Conferences of State 
Education Secretaries held in November, 1999 and April, 2001, in both of 
which the Director, NCERT made a detailed presentation. 

Currently, NCERT is engaged in the task of developing new 
curricular materials including textbooks.   So far no such curricular materials 
have been finalised. 

The University Grants Commission is the apex body for promotion 
and coordination of university education and for the determination and 
maintenance of standards of teaching, examination and research in 
universities and colleges. 

The UGC has during the years 1999-2001 issued thirty-one circulars 
on excellence affe quality, covering comprehensive plan of action for 
improving the quality and standards of teaching and research, compulsory 
minimum attendance of 75 per cent by students. Universities of Excellence, 
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adjunct professorship, National Lectureship, Career advancement scheme 
from Reader to Professor, fellowships, Compulsory accreditation through 
NAAC, UGC Regulations on minimum qualifications, Autonomous Colleges, 
Work ethics and self-discipline in universities, audit of educational 
institutions, recognition of degrees specified by UGC, award Of degrees by 
private franchisees of universities, minimum standards of instructions for 
grant of first degree, appointment of observers in Selection Committees, 
Revised guidelines for Deemed Universities, listing of Fake Universities, 
Cells for Prevention of malpractices, performance linked funding, etc. 

Similarly* it has issued six circulars on access and equity. These 
concern Coaching Classes for Minority Communities, Reservation for SC ST 
students and establishment of SC/ST Cells in Universities,, Remedial 
Coaching for SCs/STs, Reader's allowance to blind teachers and reservation 
for persons wjth disabilities. 

Eleven circulars have been issued on relevance of education which 
include: Revision of curriculum. Revised NET syllabus. Vocational 
education, Day care centres, Studies on eminent personalities, 
photocopying.of Books, Adventure Sports Programme, Establishment of the 
Department of Human Consciousness and Yogic Science and Setting up of 
simple Sanskrit Speaking Centres. 

Fifteen Circulars on general development and other aspects of 
university education have been issued by UGC during 1999-2001. These 
include: Prevention of ragging in universities and colleges, Programme for 
utilising the Youth-Force in the fight against corruption, Setting up of Celts to 
combat Sexual Harassment and violence against women In Universities, 
Emergency powers of Vice-Chancellors, General Agreement of Trade in 
Services (GATS) under WTO, Observance of National Science Day, National 
Awards and National Mineral Award for Excellence, Ban on fitting up of 
vacant posts and other austerity measures, introduction of. B.A./M.A. courses 
in Jyotir Vigyan in selected Universities and Enhancement of honorarium to 
guest lecturers. 

Apart from this, one circular on creation of 15 per cent 
supernumerary seats for foreign students with preference to Persons of Indian 
Origin has also been issued. 

It wilt be amply clear from the above that the actions/initiatives 
taken by the NCERT and UGC in the fields of school and higher education 
sectors have been in pursuance of and within the parameters of the 

I'M 
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National   Policy  on  Education  with  a  view  to? bringing   about  quality 
upgradation and meeting emerging challenges. 

SHRI EDUARDO FALEIRO: Sir, I would like to thank the hon. 
Minister for his detailed Statement. His detailed Statement'is summed up in 
his last paragraph, where he says: 

"it will be amply clear from the above that the actions/initiatives 
taken by the NCERT and UGC in the fields of school and higher education 
sectors have been in pursuance of and within the parameters of the National 
Policy on Education with a view to bringing about quality upgradation and 
meeting emerging challenges." 

Sir, what Is mentioned here in his Statement, must be strongly 
disputed. I intend to do so in the course of my intervention based on the 
documents of the Ministry and of the Government itself. I dispute - and 
everybody should dispute - that what is being done by the Minister and his 
Ministry is not In pursuance of and within the parameters of the National 
Policy on Education. I submit, based on the documents that It strongly 
contradicts it. It is in opposition to the National Pdtcy on Education.  dipuste 
and I contradict it strongly. It should be strongly contradicted that it is to 
bring about quality upgradation. I say that this Policy that the Ministe-is 
pursuing is actually a great leap backward. He is taking the nation to the dark 
ages; he is taking, the.country into the dark ages ...(Interruptions)... I will 
give you the documents as much as you want. I submit that the country and 
this Parliament mus^ take note of this fact. Sir, in different parts of the world, 
especially in this'part of the world, education and culture is being used as a 
cloak to create disharmony and to lead to the disintegration of the country. 
This is what is happening in different parts of the world, including in our own 
neighbourhood. 

Now, Sir, I - would first submit mat this must be' disputed on 
procedural ground. I am beginning with school .education through the 
NCERT. What is being done while finalising the national curriculam 
framework is grossly and brutally violative, of all Constitutional'norms and 
principles. Therefore, this must be opposed by all right-thinking people, i 
appeal to the State Governments to oppose this. This Is an encroachment on 
the rights of the State Governments. I say this on the following grounds 
Firstly, the education is a subject on the Concurrent List- of the Constitution 
Therefore, there cannot be any National curriculam framework unless that is 
approved by the State Government? 
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Sir, the hon. Members wanted documents, which I will provide them 
in abundance. The proper instrumentality and the proper forum and the only 
forum to obtain the concurrence of the State Governments is contained in the 
National Policy on Education 1986, by which the Minister has just now 
sworn, and keeps on swearing. As far as the Central Advisory Board on 
Education is concerned, paragraph 10{2) of the National Policy on Education 
1986, says: "The Central Advisory Board on Education, usually known as 
CABE, will play a pivotal role in the review of educational developments, 
determining the changes required to improve the system and moniforing 
implementation." This is the National Policy on Education that I have quoted 
and unquoted. This is further made clear by the Programme of Action of 1992 
at page XI, where it says CABE is a historical forum for forging a national 
consensus on educational issues. Therefore, CABE is the only forum through 
which the concurrence of the State Government is to be obtained. The 
Minister has failed to do so, He has not done so in spite of the repeated 
requests at every level, including through this Parliament. Therefore, this has 
to be rejected, to begin with, on the ground of Constitutional propriety and 
requirement that he has not maintained. 

The Minister — and the Government — has been saying that this 
was put before the National Council of NCERT. Then he says, since the State 
Governments are also represented in the National Council of NCERT, there is 
no harm in not consulting the CABE. They say they did not consult the 
CABE, but they consulted the National Council. So. what is the harm? Weil, 
this is entirely misconceived. I hope the Minister who is a distinguished 
professor, a man so articulate and so able, should understand that we cannot 
really be taken in by this type of things. The National Council is a forum 
which meets for its annual general meeting. It met on the 13th December, 
2000. In the meeting, the Minister said, "The consensus of the State 
Governments was obtained." It met for what? For what do the people meet at 
the annual general meeting? They meet for giving approval to the report and 
approval of the accounts. I have got here the minutes of the 37lh annual 
general meeting of the National Council of Education and Research and 
Training (NCERT) held on the 13th December, 2000. The minutes here 
provide for the agenda at page 9. The agenda items for this meeting, -where 
the Minister said, "the national framework was considered and approved" are 
-- "Item 1 : To confirm the minutes of the previous meeting" — just like any 
other annual general meeting -- "Item 2 : To receive the report on the action 
on" the minutes; Item 3 : To consider and approve the draft   annual report of 
the NCERT; ilem 4 : To consider and approve the 

IW, 
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audit report," At least, there are 27 State Governments, there are 7 Union 
Territories. But only 7 State Governments were represented. There was no 
mention of the comments by any Education Minister except the Education 
Minister from Bihar. He said, "This is no way to consider the national 
curriculum framework. There must be a political debate." The Minister 
himself, our own Minister, Dr. Joshi, when he spoke on the subject at this 
meeting, said, "That the Government obtained the approval of the State 
Governments." He also said, "A meeting will be held in January, 2001." I quote, 
"The Union HRD Ministry will also organise in January, 2001, a national 
meeting of the Education Ministers of the States/Union Territories in this context." 
But no such meeting was held. This meeting was never held. Sir, to add insult 
to the injury, at that meeting, the Minister said, "The approval for the national 
curriculum framework was obtained on the 131*1 December, 2000." On the 14th 
November, 2000, to add insult to the injury, the Minister got printed, published 
and released the national curriculum framework in the Nehru Stadium, 
alongwith the journal on "Value system" where the Secretary made those 
allegations, "The religion with one book is the cause of all troubles." He 
released both simultaneously, implying thereby that both must be read together. 
It really surprises me that a man of the stature of Dr. Joshi should mislead the 
Parliament and this country. Therefore, what I am saying is reject this. Now, I 
am appealing to the State Governments to reject this on the procedural grounds 
for not taking the approval -- in any manner whatsoever, in any forum 
whatsoever - of the State Governments which is necessary, inherently 
necessary, when the subject is in the Concurrent List of the Constitution. This is 
the procedure on any national document. 

Now, I go to the substance. ! say here that the substance of the 
national curriculum framework is to implement an agenda which wants to 
push back this country to the dark ages, which wants to bring the past to the 
present, instead of preparing the present generation for the future challenges 
which is so important at a time when globalisation and liberalisation are taking 
place. A country of our potential and size, we must and we should develop a 
scientific temper so as to emerge at the top of the global scenario. But this is 
not the way to go about. The way the Minister is propounding to go about 
through the national curriculum framework and his many other activities 
throughout the.length and breadth 

* Expunged as ordered by the Chair. 
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of the educational field are realty to implement a retrogade agenda, a regressive 
agenda, an agenda which will divide this country, an agenda which will destroy the 
scientific temper and put the clock back as far as the subjects are concerned. Now, I 
will come to the national curriculum framework just to" substantiate what I am 
saying. The first challenge to this is that it puts religion at the centre of things, it 
is very, very unfortunate and it is very dangerous at this point of time. Because 
of clashes of civilisations, because of religious rivalry, so many countries are 
being destroyed. Religion may be a great personal spiritual experience. But, 
unfortunately, when it cuts across the society, it has been proved by history, before 
and now, that it divides people, creates disharmony and destroys the spirit of 
brotherhood, destroys tolerance and It is a force of intolerance. Therefore, let us see 
what the National Curriculum Framework says here at page 19 In the third 
paragraph. It says, "Another significant factor that merits urgent attention now is 
that religion, although it Is not the only central value, it, certainly, is a major source of 
value generation." 

[THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SURESH PACHOURl) in the chair] 

Then, the Minister tells us, "What have we done? We have not done 
anything. We are doing what the National Education Policy of 1986 told us to do. 
There is no change. It is the same thing that the National Education Policy told us. it 
is the same thing that this Parliament and the Standing Committee on the Ministry of 
Human Resource Development have been telling us to do." My submission Is that 
this centraltty of religion In the National Curriculum Framework is in direct 
opposition-It is not 'different', it is more than 'different', it is in direct opposition-to 
the National Policy of Education, 1986, by which the Minister swears. There is only 
one reference here in the National Education Policy, 1986. It was unanimously 
passed by this Parliament. It is still the law that governs that because the Policy 
has not been changed at all. As far as religion Is concerned, jt says here, 
"Religion and religious fundamentalism is a thing to be absolutely stopped and all 
the steps should be taken to see that religious fundamentalism does not prevail." 
What.does it speak here in paragraph 3.4 of the Value System and the Common 
Code? I quote: "....common cultural heritage, egalitarianism, democracy, 
secularism, the quality of researches, protection of environment, removal of social 
barriers, observance of the small-family norm, inculcation of a scientific temper. All 
educational programmes will be carried on In strict conformity with secular values." 
It is, therefore, in strong opposition, total opposition...(Interruption).... 
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SHRI BALBIR K. PUNJ (Uttar Pradesh) : I want a small 
clarification. 

SHRI EDUARDO FALEIRO: Yes, I will give-all clarifications. I am 
yielding also. ...(Interruptions),,.. Oh, I should not yield. ...(Interruptions).... 

SHRI BALBIR K. PUNJ: Sir, the hon. Member has taken objection 
to the mention of the word 'religion' in the Government document and he has 
expressed views about the misuse of religion in the field of education or the 
Ill-effects of religion in education. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SURESH PACHOURI): 1vtr. Punj, 
he is not yielding. Would you yield, Mr. Faleiro? 

SHRI EDUARDO FALEIRO: Whatever you say, Mr.Vice-
Chairman, I will abide by. If you ask me to yield, I will yield. If you ask me. 
...(Interruption)... 

THE VlCE«-CHAlRMAN (SHRI SURESH PACHOURI); Are you 
yielding 

Or not, Mr. Faleiro? 

SHRI EDUARDO FALE'lRO: AS you say, Sir. But, I.wilt save the 
breath of the hon. Member and I will proceed by saying this. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SURESH PACHOURI): Are you 
yielding or not? 

SHRI EDUARDO FALEIRO: I leave it to you, Sir. You decide. 
...(Interruption)... I will save the breath of tha hon. Member by making 
myself clear. I am saying this. Religion, being a centrality and a major source 
of value, is greatly ...(Interruption),., 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SURESH PACHOURI): Please 
tfke your seat Mr. Punj. He is not yiedling. 

SHRI EDUARDO FALEIRO: Clashes of religions are taking place 
all over the world, including this country, and, leading to. destruction of 
countries. That is what I am saying.  That Is No.i. ...(Interruption)... 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SURESH PACHOURI): We have 
to finish this discussion. Mr. Punj, please take your seat. 

SHRI EDUARDO FALEIRO: Point No.2 is this. When the Minister 
says, "All we are doing is in line with the National Policy of Education, 1986, 
this is in clear and sharp opposition to the National Education Policy. The 
National Education Policy makes no mention at all of the centrality of 
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religion. It only.makes a mention of the centrality of the danger of «*ligious 
fundamentalism and extremism. The National Education Policy, when he 
speaks of value education, mentions scores of values. A prominent among them is 
the secular attire of this country, and not a word is mentioned about religion. Please 
say what you are actually doing, and don't quote this document, i.e. the 
National Education Policy, as a coat of your acts and deeds because it does not 
provide any cover for it. This is a question of religion. What are the other 
substantive aspects on which one must strongly oppose it? On the question of 
scientific temper, what is being said here in the national curriculum framework 
is a definition of caricature of scientific temper. It speaks of scientific temper, 
but it says, "It must be subject to sustaining and emphasising the indigenous 
knowledge engrained in the Indian tradition." This is by no stretch of imagination 
a definition of scientific temper. Scientific temper is, as has always been, and 
hopefully will always be, a permanent quest, a permanent investigation, a 
permanent inquiry within the limits of reason, and not within the limits of any 
tradition or anything else. It is only when you enquire, and enquire within the 
reason and within the logic, that scientific temper can be said to. If you 
constrain it by tradition, if you constrain it by other values, then a scientific 
temperceases to be a scientific temper; it becomes a caricature of scientific temper. 
And this is the charge against this Government and against this national 
curriculum framework. ...(Interruptions).,.Sir, what does it say about the 
education of women? ...(Interruptions)... If anybody wants me to quote, I will 
quote, because I have everything here marked on this document, but, to save 
time, I will just mention what the curriculum framework says about the education 
of girls: "It must be within the traditional moulds." And we alt know about the 
education of women. A quality of woman anywhere in the world is a modern 
development, is a necessary development in the traditional role of ready a 
breeder, a house-keeper, and the subordinate role of a man is something which 
is not just against the interest of woman, but also against the interest of the 
nation as a whole. 

Sir, I wifl just talk here about the tremendous emphasis on Sanskrit. It 
says it must be a leading language. I will just leave this for consideration of the 
House. The factual position is this. There are, what is known as, the Indo-
European languages, Indo-Aryan languages which are the languages of India; 
their mother is Sanskrit, and the sister of Sanskrit is Latin, from wnich most of the 
European languages derive. Most, not all. Indian languages come from 
Sanskrit; most, not all, European languages come from Latin. Both are great 
languages, and we are proud of them. All of us, all Indians 
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should be proud of Sanskrit, a great language, as well as of the great 
achievements that Indian civilisation ...(Interruptions)..A am proud of it. I have 
been brought up, since so small, to be proud of it. but. however, being proud of it, 
use of the past should not blind us to destroy the future. Therefore, as far as 
Latin is concerned, it was a spoken language during the times of Roman 
Empire; it ceased to be the spoken language across the board by the fifth 
century, ceased to be the language spoken by the elite by around the eighth 
century, and, 30 years back, the last refuge, if I may say, of Latin which was 
religion about 30 years back. Even in religious rituals, Latin had ceased to be in 
Christianity. A national language was adopted. Today, Latin is dead, dead as a 
dodo, and nobody wouid ever suggest that anywhere in Europe or anywhere 
else, that is said in Latin, you see the reason why the West came to the top 
when it was far behind the Indo-China canal civilisation. It was precisely 
because it gave up its obscurantist things, moved ahead, moved into the age of 
enlightenment, moved into the age of reason, and, therefore, conquered the 
heights of science and technology. That is what we must do. Therefore, the 
national curriculum framework neeas to be rejected, on procedural grounds, as 
a gross violation of the constitutional and other legal norms. The non-
consultation with the State Governments needs to be rejected, and rejected on 
substantial grounds by advancing a retrograde agenda, an agenda which will 
divide this country on the basis of religion, which may even destroy and 
disintegrate this country, and also an agenda which will put the clock back as 
far as science and technology is concerned, which are important, if this 
country is to prosper and thrive in the new era of globalisation and liberalisation. 
Now, about the UGC I would like to say this. It is doing the same thing. UGC 
stands for the "University Grants Commission". It is a funding agency. But what is 
it doing? It is recruiting teachers. As per the advertisement in the Employment News 
erf n"1 August, 2001, the UGC is recruiting teachers for Spoken Sanskrit. What 
are the qualifications? Degree, Degree in what faculty? Not in Sanskrit, but in 
anything. This is against the rules of the UGC itself. Nobody can, according to 
the rules of the UGC, teach in any University college, unless he has a 
postgraduate qualification, M.A. or M.Sc. degree, with a minimum 55% marks 
or an M.Phil, or a Ph.D. Here, you have simply mentioned graduate, who need 
not even be a graduate in the subject. Now, may I know, how you are 
recruiting them? How many are you going to recruit? How much are you going 
to pay? Even the salary is not mentioned. Now, it is just to put your boys 
there. Is it not to put your boys in the Sangh Parivar that this is being done?   
There is no justification. 
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There is no other understanding than that these are. jobs for your boys in the 
Sangh Parivar. This is something which the UGC should not be doing. I 
appeal to the UGC Chairman to behave in such a way that the academic 
autonomy of the UGC is maintained. Now, the UGC Chairman may be 
working. Nobody else is working there. He is doing everything. Recruiting 
peons, transferring peons, everything is being done by the Chairman. 
Therefore, when the UGC is asking the universities to raise their own 
resources—because the Government has no money-is it proper that you 
should have astrology, palmistry, witchcraft, etc.? Maybe, you are having all 
these things. In America, they are having all these things. America has plenty 
of dollars. They have courses in witchcraft, devil worship and palmistry, 
reading the stars and reading all types of things. That is the American style. 
They have a lot of dollars. But you have no rupees here. Therefore, as far as 
the subject is concerned, your priority is cock-eyed. It is the other way round. 
Instead of preparing this country to face the challenges of the new 
millennium, you are putting the clock back and taking us to the dark ages. 
You are really putting in the minds-the UNESCO says "peace and war is in. 
the minds of the people"—of the people disharmony, intolerance, 
backwardness and retrograde approach to things, which will destroy this 
country and, as I said, take us to the dark ages. Save us from this great leap 
backwards. If you don't save us, the State Governments shall and will. Insha 
Allah ! 

THE   VICE-CHAIRMAN   (SHRI   SURESH   PACHOURI):   The   
hon. 

Member has used the word which is unparliamentary. It will not go on 
record. 

SHRI R.S. GAVAI (MAHARASHTRA): Mr. Chairman, Sir, the 
subject of the Calling Attention is vital, as far as the National Education 
Policy for the future is concerned. I will be brief and deal with only the 
positive aspects of the subject. I will deliberately omit the non-positive steps, 
as far as the National Education Policy is concerned, it is the popular opinion 
of the educationists and philosophers of this nation that education itself is a 
path, and by the broad light of the torch the darkness diminishes and we move 
towards new knowledge and enlightenment. The positive aspect of the 
education policy is, we should not go anti-clockwise. Our education should 
not be oriented towards darkness, dark belief and dark faith. With this 
positive thinking, I would like to raise certain points.    I have got ample 
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examples of books. I do not want to come out with the negative aspects of 
teachings. But I would like to bring to the kind notice of the hon. Minister a 
book on Social Studies for Class IX in Gujarat. I do not want to mention as to 
what the book contains. I would like to say this much that ample precaution 
should be taken while writing textbooks. We should teach the people about 
tolerance among different religions. We should not disturb the peace and 
tranquillity of any religion. This is what Hinduism teaches us. This book is' 
so contradictory that it should be banned under section 195 -creating hatred 
between religions. I have mentioned the name of the book and the publisher. 
There is another textbook which has done great injustice to Dr. Ambedkar. 
The title of the book is 'Akhil Bhartiya Sanskrit Gyan Pariksha' which has 
been prescribed for Class VII in Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh.  I do not know 
whether it was done by omission or commission. 

DR. MURLI MANOHAR JOSH!: Are these books published by the 
NCERT or the State Governments of Uttar Pradesh or Gujarat? Or, are these 
books published by a private publisher? Please give me this information. 

SHRI R.S. GAVAI: These books are for the students in Uttar 
Pradesh. 

DR. MURLI MANOHAR JOSHI:   The Calling Attention is 
regarding 

NCERT curriculum and NCERT textbooks and the textbooks written by the 
State Governments and prescribed by the State Governments. If it is a book 
published by a private publisher and te being taught in a school which is not 
under the control of the Central Government or the State Government, it 
cannot be discussed. 

SHRI R. S. GAVAI: I am not sure as to who has prescribed it. But it 
is a textbook which is being taught to the students of Class IX in Uttar 
Pradesh. Even if it is not part of the curriculum, is it not the responsibility of 
the Government to take cognizance of such instances? In this book they have 
changed the name of Dr. Ambedkar. Instead of Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar, they 
have written, Dr. Bhimrao Upadhya. As a matter of fact, a great injustice is 
being done to Dr. Ambedkar. I have just quoted it. It may not be part of the 
curriculum. But if the book has been prescribed for Class IX, it is the 
responsibility of either the State Government or the- Government of India to 
ban this book. A non-controversial man, Dr. Amartya Sen, has said that there 
is an organised attempt to rewrite Indian history in a manoeuvred fashion.    
Some vested 
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interests want to impose their ideology. The Andhra Pradesh High Court has 
observed that it was highly improper to waste crores of rupees of taxpayers' 
money on a dubious subject like astrology. And, the subject that is to be 
discussed is astrology. Of course, as per the Constitution, everybody has the 
liberty of thoughts and expression of beliefs. But don't you think that the 
education on astrology would prevent rationalist thinking among the students? 
By including astrology as a subject, are we going forward or are we going 
backward? As far as Maharashtra is^concerned, many Universities have 
written to the UGC that we are not willing to introduce astrology as a subject. 
Many universities, including the Bombay University and the Kolhapur 
University, have said that they do not want their students to take up subjects 
such as astrology and go backward in their thinking. 

Now, I would like to mention about the positive aspects of our 
educational system. Of course, there are text books of vldya Bharati which 
deal with the freedom struggle of our country. Sir, I have the highest regard 
for all those who fought and sacrificed their lives for the independence of our 
country. But we should see to it that there is no comparison between one 
national leader and the other national leader. I would like to bring to the 
notice of the Minister that their text books mentioned that Hedgewar is much 
ahead of Mahatma Gandhi and Pandit Jawaharlai Nehru in the freedom 
struggle. It is better to avoid such a comparison in the textbooks. Sir, as far as 
value education is concerned, I welcome it. In the statement given by the 
Minister to this Calling Attention Motion, he has stated, and I quote: "Fifteen 
circulars on general development and other aspects of university education 
have been issued by UGC during 1999-2001. These include, prevention of 
ragging in universities and colleges, programme for utilising the Youth Force 
in the fight against corruption, setting up of Cells to combat sexual 
harrassment and violence against women in Universities..." Sir, I welcome the 
steps to be taken to ensure all these things. But, in the context of value 
education, if you want to deal with religion, I think, that will not be in proper 
spirit ; as a matter of fact, every religion, be it, Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism, 
Sikhism, Christianity, Islam or others, inculcates tolerance towards each 
other. By comparing the religions, by giving title to education, we are 
diminishing the value of education. I, personally, feel. whatever values have 
been enshrined in the Constitution should be taught to the students and our 
education policy should be directed towards maintaining the spirit of our 
Constitution. The Preamble of our Constitution 'elates  to Justice,  social,  
economic  and  political;   Liberty of thought, 
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expression, belief, faith and worship; Equality of status and opportunity and 
to promote among them all Fraternity, assuring the dignity of the individual 
and the unity and integrity of the nation. Such is the wide scope as far as the 
value of education is concerned. Therefore, instead of entering into a 
controversy and making it a debatable issue, my request is that we should 
have positive thinking as far as our educational policy is concerned. Thank 
you, Sir. 

SHRI P. N. SIVA (Tamil Nadu): Sir, on February 23, the UGC 
issued a notification to universities requesting them to submit proposals for 
courses in Jyotirvigyan or Vedic astrology. The UGC's rationale is that 
astrology is not only one of the main subjects of our classical and traditional 
knowledge, but it is also a discipline which lets us know the events that are 
happening in human life and in the universe on a time-scale. 

Sir, a number of scientists have expressed views opposing the 
introduction of Vedic astrology as a subject in Indian universities. The reason 
why most scientists do not believe in astrology is that it is not consistent with 
the theories that have been established by experiment. Advances in 
astronomy, astrophysics, cosmology, have given us a detailed picture and the 
understanding of the universe around us. We are also aware of the advances 
that have taken place in modem biology and, most recently, in the 
deciphering of the human genome. The initiation of this by the UGC was at a 
time when India should be giving special thrust to study and research in 
information technology, biotechnology and the other frontiers of science, 
whereas, I am afraid.the UGC had taken a giant leap backwards by 
advocating the fiction-science astrology. This is a country where one of the 
fundamental duties of citizens, as per the Constitution, under article 51(a), is 
to develop a scientific temper, humanism and a spirit of reform. The 
Webster's Dictionary defined clearly that astrology was formerly often used 
as equivalent of astronomy, but it was now restricted in meaning to the 
pseudo science that claims to foretell the future. There is a vast difference 
between astronomy and astrology. As a science, as astrology was considered 
to be, it has been utilised to predict or affect destinies of individuals, groups 
of nations, by means of what is believed to be a correct understanding of the 
influence of planets and stars on earthly affairs. Sir, the pseudo science, 
astrology, is considered to be diametrically opposed to the findings and 
theories of modem Western science. Even after thousands of years of 
gathering data and refining their study, our astrologers are not even able to 
reach anywhere near consensus amongst 
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themselves. Just read the astrological columns in some ten newspapers or 
magazines or ask ten astrologers to prepare your horoscope. You will get ten 
different types of interpretations. Horoscopes are developed not only for 
individuals, but also for nations, political parties, sports teams and even for 
domestic pets. People who go for horse-racing, before knowing the details of 
the horse, ask for the horoscope of the horse. And I think if this is going to be 
taught in our universities. I feel really very sorry. 

The Copernican revolution in the I6lh century dealt geo-centric world-
view of astrology a shattering blow. When astrology was first introduced, 
there were only five planets other than the earth: Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter 
and Saturn. Uranus, Neptune and Pluto were discovered later with the aid of 
telescopes, exactly in 1781, 1864 and 1930 respectively. Surety, I think 
anyone would accept that all the horoscopes made before 1930 would have 
been incorrect. The astrologers, before that time, were missing one planet or the 
other's influence. Even today, only some of the astrologers are using the other 
three planets; others don't. You know, Sir, there are billions of stars in the Milky 
Way and there are billions of galaxies. Besides strange objects such as Pulsars, 
Cozas and Black Holes, no astrologer, I believe, could even hope to finish a-
horoscope that took the influence of all these celestial bodies into consideration. 

Sir, I cite here the illustrations of some other people. Dr. P.N. Bhargava, 
a noted Molecular Biologist, states that astrology has never been regarded, 
and could never be regarded, as a science. It had never been supported by any 
scientific research or study. It was ultra vires of section 12(b) of the UGC Act. 
as it did not serve any national purpose. 

Sir, in 1975, 186 leading scientists of the world, including 19 Nobel Prize 
winners {S. Chandrashekar, Sir Francis Crick, Sir Peter Medawar, Paul 
Samuelson, Linus Pauling, among others)' published an open letter in the 
'Humanist' magazine, outlining their objections to astrology. They stated: "One 
would imagine, in this day of widespread enlightenment and education, that it 
would be unnecessary to debunk beliefs based on magic and superstition. Yet 
acceptance of astrology pervades modem society. We are especially disturbed 
by the continued uncritical dissemination of astrological charts, forecasts and 
horoscopes by media and by otherwise reputable newspapers, magazines and 
book publishers. This can only contribute to the growth of irrationalism and 
obscurantism. We believe that the time has come to challenge directly and 
forcefully the pretentious claims of astrological charlatans." 
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Sir, apart from all these things, which, J think, you will be very 
much interested in hearing and admiring, I would like to quote one .of the 
great personalities. 

"You will find that astrology and all these mystical things are 
generally signs of a weak mind; therefore, as soon as they are becoming 
prominent in our mind, we should see a physician, take good food and rest." 
Swami Vivekananda. 

Sir, there is another quotation. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (T.N. CHATURVEDI): Why not name them? 

SHRI P.N. SIVA: In order to have an impact on the persons who are 
hearing, I am quoting the name afterwards. There Is another quotation, I 
quote, "Star gazing and astrology, forecasting lucky and unlucky events by 
signs, prognosticating good or evil, all these are things forbidden." Gautama 
Buddha. 

Sir, these are the people whom we rever in this country the most. 
Swami Vivekananda had gone up to Chteago to preach Hinduism, and 
Buddhism is now an established religion in China, Japan and all over the 
world. They have given their views about astrology. 

Sir, what I would like to say is, the UGC is not prepared to face a 
decision from the scientific community on the question of whether vedic astrology 
is a science. It will lend support to suspicion, that under the garb of science, it 
is trying to introduce a part of vedic religion as a subject. In that case, it will be 
violation of article 28(1), in the Chapter on Fundamental Rights, which forbids 
religious instructions in the institutions wholly maintained out of State funds. If 
the UGC is convinced that astrology is a science, indeed, then it should satisfy 
the public at large, as to how it came to this view. It should convince Dr. Raja 
Ramanna, the famous scientist, who has been nominated to this House for his 
esteemed knowledge. There are many scientists in this country who are 
against these things. Sir, along with all these things, I would like to quote once 
again Edmund Burke. "It is necessary only for knowledgeable men to do 
nothing for nonsense to triumph." I wish and suggest that Indian scientists and 
intellectuals must make public statements explaining why astrology is bunk. They 
should point out the danger inherent in the UGC conferring an aura of 
respectability on it, by making it an academic discipline. 
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1.00 P.M. 

Sir, the tax-payers' money should not be wasted on dubious things 
like astrology, when the country is in need of more money for elementary 
education. 

Sir, I am not a scientist; I am a cadre in the rationalist movement, 
founded by our late Periyar E.V. Ramaswamy, nurtured by Dr. Anna and now 
nurtured by our leader, Dr. Karunanidhi. Sir, we always stand for rationalism. 
Many of our people had' laid down their lives in the past to secure our people 
from the superstitious beliefs. When the world has entered the 21st century, I 
feel, our country should not go back to the middle age, and that should not be 
done with the authority of the UGC, whose job is not this. 

I again request the Government to take this into consideration and 
see to it that the Government, the Ministry of Human Resource Development, 
the Department of Education, concentrate on information technology and 
biotechnology. Once we were condemned for learning English. But, now, the 
South Indians are throughout the world, standing first in the IT revolution. 
Now, Sir, for your kind information, I would say that in Hyderabad, there is a 
Post-Graduate Institute, and 2,000 Chinese are there to learn English, to get 
themselves well-versed in computers. We advocated English language when 
we were compelled to read Hindi or Sanskrit. Now, we are in the forefront. 
We are against astrology being introduced as a subject of science in the 
universities. It should not be done. Our people should be allowed to live in a 
civilised society. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI T.N. CHATURVEDI): Now it is 
one o'clock. I want to have the sense of the House with regard to skipping the 
lunch recess. 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF 
PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS AND MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI O. RAJAGOPAL): Sir, after this 
Calling Attention, we have three 
important Bills to be passed. Then, we have a Short Duration discussion. Sir, 
there is a heavy agenda. I think, we should continue with the discussion and 
skip the lunch hour. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI T.N. CHATURVEDI): I think, this 
is the sense of the House. We will skip the lunch hour. 
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SHRIMATI SHABANA AZMI (Nominated): Thank you, Sir, for 
allowing me to speak. I rise to support, in toto, all the points raised by the hon. 
Member, Shri Faleiro, in a sterling speech. I would repeat most of the points 
made by him. 

There has been a mechanism in this country for evolving a national 
consensus on educational issues, that is, the Central Advisory Board of 
Education, CABE. The National Policy on Education, para 10.2 states, "The 
Central Advisory Board of Education will play a pivotal role in reviewing the 
educational development, determining the changes required to improve the 
system and monitoring implementation." But this time, leave alone giving a 
pivotal role, the hon. Minister of Human Resource Development is obviating 
the necessity of CABE itself. 

[THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI RAMA SHANKAR KAUSHIK) in the 
Chair.] 

The Minister's contention that since ail Education Ministers are 
members of the NCERT General Council, there is no need for a meeting of 
the CABE, is highly misleading. Let it be recalled that this has been the 
system in the past, ever since the NCERT was constituted forty years ago. 
Nobody felt that this was the reason involved to lessen the importance of 
CABE. Without CABE's approval, meaning, without the approval of all the 
State Governments, no curriculum-education, document or policy-can qualify 
to be considered or have any legitimacy. 

It is actions such as these that have created an atmosphere of unease, 
apprehension, distrust, even amongst those who believe in secular values 
being imparted through education. There is a growing fear that the 
restructuring of the educational system by the present Government and the 
agencies under its control is primarily oriented towards the redefinition of the 
nation, in religious terms. 

Using   the   logic   of   majoritarianism,   the    nation    is   being 
conceptualised as Hindu and a system of education to legitimise this notion is 
being put in place. So we are now going to have Vedic Maths and Vedic 
astrology with generous financial assistance from the UGC. More than 100 
leading scientists, academicians, teachers and educationists have protested 
against the attempts by the present Central Government to introduce Vedic 
maths and Vedic astrology in the educational system, pointing out that the so-
called Vedic maths is neither Vedic nor Maths. They say the imposition of 
Vedic Maths will condemn those dependent on public education to a sub-standard 
maths education that will be calamitous for them.   As Prof. 
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Promila Thapar asks, "Will Vedic mathematics be taught through memorising 
Shlokas in Sanskrit or essentially as methods of calculation? In the former 
case obviously upper caste children will have an advantage; in case of the latter 
the quality of what is taught will have to be assessed comparatively with other 
mathematical methods. If it were to be something more than a slogan, would 
this kind of mathematics prepare a foundation for the child to handle 
contemporary technologies requiring mathematics?" This is an Edit Page of 
the "Hindustan Times" August 14. It is being demanded that NCERT submits the 
proposal for the introduction of Vedic Maths in the school for a thorough and 
critical examination to any of the recognised bodies of mathematical experts in 
India. Similarly, we have sought that while many people may believe in 
astrology, this is in the realm of faith and is best treated as such to confuse it as 
teaching of science in the public sphere would be a grave mistake. Astrology 
came about through early human urge to seek correlation between the rather 
regular movements of planets -and chaotic unpredictable turns in lives of 
individuals. This curiosity led to the science of astronomy and rather remarkable 
capabilities in Mathematics. Today we know that alignments and conjunctions 
of planets have minimal impact on the earth and certainly none of it selectively 
on a person, depending on time or place of birth. Through astronomical 
observations, we might be able to say whether a particular planet is on a collision 
course with the earth, but certainly it would be ridiculous to suggest that this would 
be dependent on the horoscope of any one here. Next we will be blaming the 
disappearance of dinosaur on the horoscope of some particular individual on 
this earth. Academics of repute, however, state that they have no objection to 
the study of sociology and anthropology of the time in which astrology came 
about because it had had an important impact on human history. But this should 
be done in the existing departments, possibly in collaboration with one another. 
This is different from establishing structures to apply with utilitarian passions; they 
received wisdom of the past. Setting up almost like religious seminaries, separate 
departments protected from other sensible ways of thinking would be a horrible 
mistake. Sir, people in our country in all walks of life believe in astrology, 
transcending barriers of caste, education or income. People consult astrologers 
all the time for finding right time for starting a business and for fixing 
marriages, etc. For a country trying to catch up with the developed nations, a 
rational and efficient management of human resource is essential. This can hardly 
be achieved by making us more superstitious. At a time when India should be 
concentrating on study of research in information technology, biotechnology, 
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as Mr. P.N. Siva has said, and other frontier areas, the UGC has taken a giant 
leap backwards by advocating astrology. This is a country, t repeat what Mr. 
Siva said, where one of the fundamental duties of citizens as per the 
Constitution is to develop scientific temper, humanism and the spirit of 
reform. It is just a question of time before other fringe beliefs and 
superstitions, palmistry and witchcraft, etc. launch a campaign to get 
themselves taught as science in our schools and colleges and in due course 
crowd out genuine science. The UGC which is funded by the taxpayers' 
money and lacks sufficient funds even for regular academic disciplines, must 
not squander public money by financing the study of a pseduo science under 
the pretext of recapturing India's glorious heritage. Thank you. 
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SHRIMATI S.G. INDIRA (Tamil Nadu): Sir, thank you very much 
for giving me this opportunity to participate in this Discussion. On behalf of 
the AIADMK Party, I would like to put forth certain suggestions and opinions 
on the National Policy on Education. First of ail, I would like to say that I 
oppose the saffronisation of our educational policy. Our country is based on 
multi-lingual, multi-cultural and multi-religious approaches. The very word 
'saffronisation' of education policy indicates that we are giving colour to 
education. Education is common to everybody, to every religion. So, 
education should not have any cotour; it should be as plain as water. Now, the 
Government has made an attempt to design a common and uniform education 
curriculum. Sir, as regards our educational status, our country stands in a 
notable place as compared to the other countries of the world. Sir, the Union 
Government has allotted 3.8 per cent of the GDP to education. But this is not 
sufficient. When we consider the situation prevailing in various States, we 
find that there are so many schools which do not have the basic facilities like 
building, laboratories or even the toilet and drinking water facilities. The 
Union Government should consider all these things first, and it should help in 
giving financial aid to the State Governments to improve the basic education 
and it should also see to it that education is made compulsory in the primary 
stages.     In fact, to 
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achieve this, our revolutionary leader, -- Puratchi Thaiaivar, as he was called 
— Dr. M.G.R., when he was the Chief Minister, introduced the Mid-day Meal 
Scheme. The very purpose of introducing this Mid-Day Meal Scheme was 
that everybody would be encouraged to get education. And this scheme was 
appreciated world-wide. Sir, in Government schools, it is a worse situation 
that there is lack of teachers. The Union Government should consider this aspect 
as well. 

Sir, in our country, we are stressing on secularism, socialism and 
democracy, rom this point of view, we should not put pressure on the States to 
teach astrology as a compulsory subject and to teach Vedas, ritualism and 
practices pertaining to a particular religion. If anybody wants to teach 
religion, astrology, Vedas and so on, they can teach these in their private 
centres. It should not be made a compulsory subject, if we introduce this new 
education policy, everything will be changed. We should not interfere with the 
independent growth of different cultures in our society. The introduction of this 
new policy will create conflict and problems amongst the various religious 
communities in the country. Now, UGC has sent this circular to all the 
universities to start fresh courses in astrology, the study of Vedas, the study of 
rituals and so on, pertaining to a particular religion. The UGC has sent 
another circular saying that the universities willing to take up the teaching of 
these courses will be given financial aid in this respect. I think this is not fair. 
The question arises as to whether this new education policy is an attempt at 
some education reforms or an attempt at a "sort of a cultural revolution. It 
will be dangerous for our country, if we link education with religion. Then, 
there are so many students who want to go abroad for higher studies and 
advanced studies. Similarly, students from abroad also want to come to India 
for higher studies. The Government of India should keep this in mind and 
evolve such an educational pattern that foreign' students also come to India 
for higher studies. If we make such changes in our education, it will affect our 
students who would later want to go to foreign countries for higher studies. 
These new changes should be abandoned and we should not teach astrology, 
etc. as compulsory subjects. The introduction of Vedic mathematics will also 
not help our students.. They should be taught modern mathematics. Since I am 
an advocate, I would like to emphasise that we should, instead, introduce legal 
studies in schools. If a girl or a boy gets convicted in a case of theft, for 
example, and if he or she is sent to prison or a juvenile home, we know the 
conditions in juvenile homes are such that such children become real 
criminals.   So, we should make them aware of 
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the law by teaching them this subject at the school stage so as to make them 
law-abiding citizens. The Central Government should stress on this type of 
education. 

I would also like to inform that the great Tamil scholar, 
Thiruvalluvar had written Thirukkural, not for the Tamils alone, but for the 
whole world. The foreigners have translated Thirukkural in English and they 
are following the various things written in it. The Central Government should 
consider and include it in the school and college teaching because Thirukkural 
contains great knowledge. Our great leader, Puratchi Thalaivi, has introduced 
various schemes in 2000-2001. The State Government of Tamil Nadu will set 
up two coaching centres for preparing women candidates appearing in All 
India Services examinations. She has made an announcement about age 
relaxation for recruitment of graduate teachers. She has also introduced a new 
scheme for a transparent transfer policy for the teachers. This scheme has 
made the teachers happy. If the husband is working at one place and the wife 
is working at another place, then it is causing problem to them.. The teachers 
are happy now. They should have peace of mind and teach the students 
without any tension. The students need that their teachers should teach them 
well. So. she has introduced this scheme. She has also announced free 
education for SC/ ST students. She has given cycles to Adi Gravida students. 
Like that, she has introduced so many schemes. She has also given a lot of 
importance to sports. But in the new policy, no importance has been given to 
sports. A system of sports report cards for school children from 6th standard to 
8th standard, similar to academic report cards, will be introduced. This will 
enable the teachers to spot talent among the children. Also, the plus-two 
students who aspire for getting into professional courses like medical, 
engineering, etc., in the event of their securing a slightly less percentage than 
the cut-off percentage, are permitted, at present, to appear for their repeat 
examination during the next academic year in that particular subject for 
improving their percentage. She has introduced an important scheme to 
promote science and technology. A 'Science City' will be constructed at a cost 
of Rs.1 crore. It will consist of an information centre, a research centre, a 
conference hall and an auditorium. 

�
�����f,�i�	��1�����g�1�j���.��M����	�G�����2 

SHRIMATI S.G. INDIRA: Sir, I would like to stress one more point. 
The respective State Governments can protect the language and culture of 
their respective regions. They alone can better contribute to the progress of 
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the State in the field of education by safeguarding the regional expectations, 
We know that 'Education* is in the Concurrent Ust. So, the Centre should not 
interfere with or compel the States to introduce the new policy. I hope, the 
hon. Minister would consider all these points and would allow the States to 
have their own policy and free schemes in the field of education. Thank you 
very much, Sir, for giving me an opportunity to speak on this. 
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SHRI EDUARDO FALEIRO: Sir, I have full regard for my friend, 
and ! have full sympathy for him, But one thing must be made dear that 
whatever the Communists may say against them, is always for the harmony 
of all the people. They always kept everybody together, ...tfnterruptions)... all 
the communities... (Interruptions)... all the castes, everybody. ... 
(Interruptions)... 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI NILOTPAL BASU): Mr. Faleiro, I 
think, we are not discussing Communists. We are discussing the UGC's 
circular and the NCERT's proposed core curriculum. So, beyond that, 
whatever one may say, I think the issue cannot be debated and decided here. 
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...(Interruptions)... I think it is enough. ...i/nterruptions)... Please 

continue, Mr. Sharma. ...(Interruptions)... 
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DR. MURLI MANOHAR JOSHI : Sir, the NCERT does 

publish books, but it does not approve other books. The NCERT 
does publish books, *����=�	5��4A��
��
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He was right in saying that the first edition of this book was published in 
1990. 
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SHRI A. VIJAYA RAGHAVAN (Kerala) : They are distorting the 
facts.    ...Ifnterruptions)... 
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SHRI EDUARDO FALEIRO: Sir, this matter is sub judice. There is 
a petition on it. I am cautioning that this matter is sub judice. 
...(Interruptions)... 

DR. LM. SINGHVi:   Is it secularism?   ...(Interruptions)... 
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....   For every sentence he makes, if we need so many interpreters in the 
House to make it clearer, I think, that way, we can never get to the end of this 
discussion.   ...interruptions)... 

SHRI B.P. SINGHAL {Uttar Pradesh) :   Sir, I am not interpreting it. 
I am only asking him to give the name of the author of this horrendous 
book. 
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI NILOTPAL BASU): If he ieeis it 
is necessary, he will give it. 

SHRI B.P. SINGHAL:  Sir, we have a right to know that. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI NILOTPAL BASU) : But. you 
don't have a right to just get up from your seat and make comments.  I am 
sorry. 

SHRI B.P. SINGHAL:  I have noted this ruling. 
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SHRI EDUARDO FALEIRO: Sir, I am on a point of order. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI NILOTPAL BASU) :• Mr. Faleiro, if 
you want to raise a point of order, you have to quote the rule under which you 
want to raise your point of order. What is the rule under which you want to 
raise your point of order? Without quoting the role, you cannot raise a point 
of order.   So, I am not taking cognisance of that. 
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI NILOTPAL BASU) : The mover 
has taken 28 minutes and you have spoken for 34 minutes.  You have taken 
34 minutes.    How many minutes more will you take? 3������	�%�	�������.���
�	�G������=2 
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THE   VICE-CHAIRMAN   (SHRI   NILOTPAL   BASU):   Next   
speaker, 

Shrimati Saroj Dubey. 	
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SHRI BALBIR K. PUNJ: Sir, there is a precedent. They have also 
taken more time. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI NILOTPAL BASU): I have followed the 
whole thing. There is a limit. The Mover of the Calling Attention spoke for 28 
minutes. Dr. Mahesh Chandra Sharma has already taken 40 minutes. I am 
sorry. The House cannot go on in this way. 	
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SHRI DIPANKAR MUKHERJEE: Sir, he is speaking on behalf of 
the Minister. Please allow him. 
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"The Commission recommends that this provision should be such that 
in some way, the young Indian people, with such exceptions as may 
be necessary, would automatically study Sanskrit." 
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"That for this purpose, compulsory provision for the teaching of 
Sanskrit, unaffected by arguments of economy or number of 
students taking Sanskrit, should be made in all schools    in the 
country," 
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"The culture associated with Sanskrit gives us a view of religion 
which is not exclusive but universal, a kind of religion which is most 
suited to modem conditions." 
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"Our young men should become conscious of the value and vitality 
of our great heritage and to be able to discard whatever has been 
injurious to us in our history. What is living in our culture should be 
preserved and what is dead should be scrapped." 
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"The content of such education in moral and spiritual value should 
include a comparative and sympathetic study of the life and 
teachings of great religious leaders and, at later stages, their ethical 
systems and philosophy." 
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"The Central and the State Governments should adopt measures to 
introduce education in moral, social, spiritual values in all 
institutions under their control." 

�
	+" �������
�����
	������1�	��3������1,�������
��#
��
!�������
	��
	�������$�M����	4'D�

��������
!������������.R'�����	4'D������Q���
�2���� S 	�	��3�����.���#�
���
��
5�#��
�\G���
!�
52���� S 	�	��:�����.���#�
����9��
=��:���.���� S 	�	��:�����.���#���=�
�����
5�����4�����������
����	����9��
=2�����=$W ���������.����	��3�����D�����#��/�����
:���4�����1�	����#���O ������	�����#��/�
���
��
�2�=$W ���������-8�����%�*J��� &�*��) ��
��� =���#~� ���2� ����#~�	�� ;Y� ����%����D� ����
�� ��� ����� =$W ��������� �s��������
9��
=��^���X�1�$� �����s��������9��
=2�hi�� �� ��jh2�
                                                           

244



[29 AuguSt. 2001] RAJYA SABHA 
�
� ��� � ���� 	 �$�'	��%"����	�����#����? ����B
!�����4A����2�
�
� �� � �� � � ��& �� "� �����f,������.� 	����� 	�� ����� ��� *lA�����
����� ��� ^���X�

1�$� ��s��������9��
=�cK��#8#�#0 ��D������&������#����3�����
���
	��s����9�
���
52�

�=���#� ���
�2������������&����������&I�KL��#8#�#0 ��D������	�1��������
��:��
��7���� �.�I$����
��
�����7��J�������
!�
�2�3������s���
����s=�:���
!��s���
�����
�
!���s=�
	������1�	���#� ��������? ����
��>#$? ��
������#� �����������s���
���s��	
����
	5�����#� ����
���s��	5�������*��
���#���������1�$� ��s�2�����.��#� ����s��������.�I$���
�
!�
�����*�����
�=$W �������s�����������7��.�I$���
����7��J�������
!�
5��&��*�����
*�����#��/�<D�
���
��
�@��

�
�����f,�	
����$�4 �D����%�<$%�.+<�����k���PY;;�	��-�E��E��E��Q������=���	�%��

.���? ��:����������	�) �1	�<��
��������M����+������=��
The textbooks should endeavour in their limited way to acquaint 

people with the basic roots of alf religions and the contribution which they 
have made to the development of human values. In oijder to achieve this 
objective, a balanced presentation should be given in the textbooks on 
various religions of the people of India. 
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*Expunged, as order by the Chair. 

                                                             245



RAJYA SABHA [29 August, 2001) 
�


�=��.+�������#���
����������9	+9�99\�
����9��
=2�	
���	
�1�������
�������.��
	
��� ? ��:�� 
	���� 	�B��� 
��:¡� 
	� 	��� ����� 
5�� �&�� ��O �� -���� <�� 
+=�� �&�� �1#����
	
��������.����	��*����
����.����<D��
�������+C����.
��+�����.����	��u���.����<D��
��
�����+C����.
��+�����.����	��u���.����<D��
���!@�	
����
��.�
	������.l9D�����s��
�
��
5��
������9����
	�������7���s���������
��
52�*�������1������7������
!�
����#����
�2�
*����1�	��������s��������
���
��
52�*���.����#
������	4'D�����
! � �
!��%���2������
��1�������$�M�����#��������.��������
	�������7���s������
!��s�=�������3��������
�
�����t �������
���
��
����#6�	�����������
�
���2�*���=�����
	���lA��	4'#������sD����
����������
����������������1�����	" �
�����6W �����	" �
����������$�M�������	" �
�����
��R89�� �g�� ��� ��� S 	� 	��:�� ��� .���#� 
���� 9��
=2� �����f,� 	
��� 	�����r" ��
��
.����
���.
+���lA��.����
�������1�	����������	����1,���	����9��
=2��4�����1�	��
��
$�4 ��	��=����
�����1,���	����9��
=�:���1,��������#�1����.��.��
����9��
=2�3���
!�
�w�#�%�$�4 '��
5��	�����
5���
!���$#����11+�	�����
5�:��*����
 ��
����$�4 �D�	��3��
.l9D�����s�=�������=���	����#9��V ��������g�#���������
!�
����=��2���$#���#��������
�4.��#��/���������+.�
���	��
+3��������wB#�B%�$�4 �D�	��<��
����
�2�#
������-����
����
��
��������7��#��/��
!�����2�#
���.�*.���s�7������
��:��.�*.��	��.���������
������M�#��
�.������
+72����#
���/�m	���+$�����s�7������
5��
�3����	�B�
���������.���$#���#�����
���.����
����
�����k������#��/�
����
�2���$#����#0 �������#��
��
�q ���
�����4����	��
�
	�B����
!�
����������
	�������1�	���
���
5�#
���
�	�B���
�������$#����#0 �������#��
��
:����$#������#�������7��+��
��
!�
������2���$#������#�������������.���
��
	��lA��
�#/�? ��
�������
52�	���D�	�����	�
.������	���������
����������7��#��/��
!�����2�.�� 
.�������
�������
�������$�M�������	����*�����9\�
�������#���O �
����=����*����
����
.����
�������
���������	5��4A���
4�����
���� �������	�������PK]����Q�C�=�
�������9I�
��=������
52��������������/������#��/��
!�
�����
����<��/	I�����,���
�@�/	I�����,���
�����	�����
B�+̀#�����#��/�
����
B�+r������#��/�
���
����q ���
�������������
��/	I�����,���
���3Q��.����	�
.�3��������
5����#
�����
�������
��2����$�� �� ��%�����

�
�����f,������.����
	������*��
���:�����$�M�����#��������.��������
5����	��

��J-�����������+�·/����D�����	����
�2�
����-#MR� �
5�*����	5���B��������
4���*��-#MR� �
��� 
	��� 	̀������ �Q����� 
� -#MR� � 
	�� .�������� �Q���2� 
	���� �������� �#����� 
��� ���
�#���������g�#����
����9��
=2�����#���������7���s�������Q����Q����:¡������#�����
���=������
����$�M��������#��������=������
��#��2�#��D�����f�������J-���������=�
����
!���������������#
���J-��������
!�
�2�^���X�1�$� �
	�����#��������=������
���
:������������#��/�
�������	+" �������
������&���.����]]�����	����1�	������+A�
+3�
��
3���#����]]�����	�����#
��
����#����
�2�<D����]]����D�	��3�����=����6W ����9��� ����
������
!�
������
	��������7���s��
�������������=��9��� �������
!�
�����2������	" �	��
�
!�3�������9�<��
�2�3�����
	����$�4 �D�	��
�.���������
�����PZ][�	�����3b �������
�
����Q�7��Q���7�? ��
                                                            246 



[29 August. 2001] RAJYA SABHA 
�

#
�=������
���#T �
�? �������? �2��� ��-��1�	��=��������37���������� �+$��D�	��) ���
�������9BT1����3����3���#����
�2�*����
���������#9����
����:��
	�����#��/�*��
3/������������=������3����J-�����
5��9+����
=��
	����.����
��
5����
��.����
��
5��
�����R89���g�����3���#�������D�	����1������7����:¡��lA��9��� ��
!�.����=���:¡���1�
	��
	�������.+������	4'D�����g�#�$? ������
!�
����=�������	4'D�����? I����D�����	" �	��
�
!�3=��2��

�
� ��� ��3� �* ��3� �����$� 	���IJ �%"�/�+m#0 �����.����	������+A�.��*=2��
��
� ����345 �� �	�"�/�+m#/��r�RJ���	��
�2��
�
� ��� �� � ���& �� "�.+������-8��<��
�@��##�������#X�
�
������1,�����3/���/	I�
����

9��
=����#� ���
����9��
=��������/	������#
������������&I��#� ����s���
��
!�����
�������2������=��u�����1�
���
������3$? �r��������#��r������	
 #̀�
�2��
����#� ���94��
�����
��#
���/	I����	
 #̀�
��#
���/	I��4���.�������
�2��+A������
����P] KL������
������
.���
�������	����.l9�����.
+��.Q��uR<�) �%�
������#����9���) ���$�����	��u) �	%�? ���
#
��������*����9���
��? ��:������	��) �<%�D����3����
�����
�������#��94���7�
����.�
�+3�
����	�3=���:�������+3����#�
����#��.9�2�����	��) �����*������=����
������
���	�%) � 
������� 
��� �����=�� 	\��� 
�2��
!� ���
!� �#� ������ =�� 	\�����
������
���	�%) �
�������
��������=��	\���
�2��
!����
!��#� �������������
!�����
��
�2�*���
���������*�&w�	�1��u�) �%�<���w������=�����*�) $W ��.�������2�37E%�E��<%��	��3��
*���� .Q����	�
�� �
�� 
�2� *����������������
!��
�� ���*�����F������ �s�7��
!� 
����
9��
=��37E%�E��<%��	���s�7��
!�
����9��
=����G4%��=�+��1��.���
�������9��
=2�u������
�
!��
����2��������#� ��������?  ��? ����
	����/�m	��3$? �=��
5�����
	�������$S ����
	4'�
5�����
	�������$S �����#�����
������
	�������$�M�����#9���
5�����������f���
�f��
����9��
=�����������q � ��q ��
����9��
=2�	
���3�����������	��/	I����		I�
����	" ���.
+���C���
�2�
���
	�1��/	I�����,��1H��9����
�2�>R_����g�����	����	�����
��
���/	I���������,�
��������
���
!���������
�2�����1H�������*$��	��������
5��	5����
1H�����.����	��.����
��
4�����/	I���������,�
�����
!�������������
�2�������1�����O  �O �
	����#����
��
��
D�������1�������D�����
�������
�����3��/	I����,�
����*=2�
	�	�����
5�
���.����/	��������3���
����9��
=��
	��#I/	I��	��#�	���#8#��������
5��������#I�/	I�
�	��#�����#9���
����������=��/	I�����.����.����/	�����.���������
��
!�9����2��+A�
����	�
.D����.���3�������
5��������.�
	�F
�+̀#����.��������
5���F
�+r�����.��������

5����3���������
�� ���
���#���O �
���������-�������
���7���� ����? ��
���7���
�D����? ��
���72�*���#9���	���
!����
!�.���#����������C���
�2��
	
����	5��+-�	���%I����=��# )̧ <%����99\������
+=������.���� 	̀��C���2��+-�	���%I����
F
�+̀#� ��� .���� 	�� ����� =�� #m) <%� ����� ����� �#9��� >_� ���2� �+-�	� ��%I� ��� 	�����
B��/�1D����.�������F
�+̀#���7�/	I��
!�
���#
�
	����
��                                                         

 
247



RAJYA SABHA [29 August, 2001] 
�

���$�M����	4'������+Q��
+7�9���
��� way of life 
�����#��1����
�����#���a ���
�2�������#��
�a ������=������
����$�M���������#���a ������=������
��#����������#���a ������=������
��
^���X�1�$� 2�3��
	�^���X�1�$� ����*����u���������
��
5�������<��3����	��4	�
��
���*���	�9������&���1+7��a ����4����+����	������-�
�� �
��
���#
���/�#8#����
!�
� 
superstition �
!�
������������=���#� ���
�2��

�
	
����^���X�1�$� ��,� D�����+Q��
+3�=���#� ���
��:������#� �������f��
����

9��
=�����1�$� ����-���
����9��
=�:�����-���	�������7���X�3��
�������	���+/���
��������� 9��
=� ������ =��	���� *�� .��D���� �#��/������ �4��� ��1� 	�� =�� �4���� -�������
���-�����#���#�O �.�����q ����
!�
�2������1,�������	���+A�.���#�
���
��
�������
	����
��� S 	�	����7�.���#�
���
��
�������*��.���#D����*��.��D����3/����������������
�����

�����
���2�*����	5�F���������
4��:��	5�	�����	�� ����������#���������
4�����3�����
.���#�
���
��
��#
��	�
�������&��
��#�����	��:�����^����.���#�����:��
	����$�+�D�:��
���������� S 	�
5���������������	4'D�:�������������$�M�����#����D����:�����.������
��=�2�/B#��2��

SHRI S. VIDUTHALAI VIRUMBI (Tamil Nadu): Mr. Vice-
Chairman, Sir, one minute. Hon. Sanjay Nirupam, while addressing this issue, 
said that all the Indian languages have originated from the Sanskrit language. 
We totally disagree with this. All the Indian languages have not originated 
from the Sanskrit language. Tamil has not originated from the Sanskrit 
language. India is a multi-cultural, multi-racial, multi-lingual country, and is a 
subcontinent. We disagree with 99 per cent of his speech. Finally, I tell you... 
(Interruptions)... 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI T.N. CHATURVEDt): I have nol 
called you  to speak.    ...(Interruptions)...   We have to finish it by 4 o'  clock. 
...(Interruptions)... I am so*ry...(Interruptions)... You have made your point. 
...(Interruptions)... 

SHRI S. VIDUTHALAI VIRUMBI: Just one sentence. Cultural 
domination is more worse than economic exploitation. ...(Interruptions)... 

SHRI NILOTPAL BASU: That is why...(Interruptions)... 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI T.N. CHATURVEDI): We have to 
complete this debate by 4 o' clock so that the hon. Minister can reply.  \ 
have four more names before me, which have been added subsequently. We 
would like to listen to them also. They will have to be very brief. I request 
other Members also that they should be allowed to speak without 
interruptions so that we can take up other business after that. Now, Shri Fali 
S. Nariman. 
                                                     248
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SHRI FALI S. NARIMAN (Nominated):   I have read the statement 
of the hon. Minister and I have read it more than once.  I am sorry, I could not 
find anything objectionable on its face...(Interruptions)... 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI T.N. CHATURVEDI): Please 
don't interrupt. It takes the time of the House. 

SHRI FALI S. NARIMAN: I am not opposed to studying Sanskrit. It 
is one of the root languages of both Aryan and non-Aryan languages. And if 
vedic mathematics is a rational course of study, by all means, teach it, though 
I don't understand it. But, then, I do not understand many things. In that, Sir, I 
have a precedent. My illustrious forebear, Shri C.K. Daftary, in this House, 
once told the Supreme Court, upon being asked whether he knew anything 
about the law of average. He said, "no, Sir, so far, I know only this. When I 
was very young, my mother taught me that a hen, on an average, lays two 
eggs a day. And, after that, I have always had the impression that an average 
was something that a hen laid its egg on." So, I do not profess to know 
everything, and I would request the hon. Members also to consider that there 
are more things in our ken than we all know of. As far as astrology and the 
introduction of religious course in the curriculum is concerned, I must 
confess, I was totally opposed to it, atleast, three weeks ago, but, Sir, during 
the last ten days, after hearing one Minister after another on the state of our 
economy, on the state of our finance and on the state of our politics, I am 
more than convinced that astrology and religion are the only hope because, 
when governance is bad, the people look to supernatural r forces to save them, 
whatever the Constitution may say. But the problem, seriously speaking, Sir. 
is not with astrology or with vedic mathematics or the rest; the problem is in 
the fine print, and I would urge you to look at paragraph 9 of the hon. 
Minister's statement. This is what it says. "Currently, the NCERT is engaged 
in the task of developing new curricular materials including textbooks. So far, 
no such curricular materials have been finalised." This is what worries me. 
Sir, I am not willing, and I must confess this very frankly, to trust this 
Government, not after knowing that the basic political document of the party, 
-which is the main partner of this Government, —in its manifesto of 1998, 
when it decided to contest the elections alone, said, "its concept of India was 
one nation, one people and one culture." One culture, I believe, is anathema to 
many of us. Indian society, today, is a cultural amalgam of many diverse 
elements. According to the Anthropological Survey of India, there are 4635 
identifiable communities in India with diverse biological traits, 
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dresses, languages, forms of worship, and foods. It is impossible to identify their 
roots. Their roots are in India, in the continent of India and nowhere else, 
whatever their origin. India does not belong to any one community, howsoever 
large. It belongs to all communities; and, basically, Sir, the people -- and this 
is being reflected in the debate today- have come to distrust the Government, 
for, a very large number of things have happened -in which I am not 
interested- because of its treatment of minorities; because of its treatment of 
Christian Missionaries. At these times, when Christian-bashing still appears to be 
the order- by whom or for whom is irrelevant — it is interesting to know that 
the Order of the Society of Jesuits, in whose institutions many of the older 
Members of this House and the other House have been educated, including 
myself, celebrated 400 years of service in their order, and the service is not 
over. I would urge the hon. Minister to adopt their motto as it is, without 
referring it to the Society of Jesuits. "Give us a boy and a girl, and we will 
return you a man and a woman, a citizen of the country and a child of God." 
These were the Jesuits who first started the printing press in India — the first 
printing press. One of them was the emissary of Maharaja of Jaisingh. His name 
is Father Figueredo. He was largely responsible for the famous Jaipur 
Observatory which is an impressive* monument to his astronomical genius. Sir, 
another man came to India in 1605. He mastered Tamil and Sanskrit. His name 
is Robert Nobili. And he translated the Vedas and other Hindu scriptures. Sir, 
it was Father Eugene Lafont, Professor of Physics at St, Xavier's College, 
Calcutta, who played such a leading role in popularising science in India. Sir 
J.C. Bose and Dr. C.V. Raman got encouragement for their work in science 
because of Father Lafont. They called him 'the Father of Science in India.' Some 
of the best education in India has been imparted by Jesuits. They run not less 
than 38 University Colleges, and 155 High Schools which are spread 
throughout the country. But, Sir, ultimately, in the end, mere literacy - being 
able to read and write — is not enough. It is good to have a population able to 
read, but better still to have people able to distinguish what is worth reading. 
We have seen, Sir, from the debates in this House with regard to various 
institutions, how they were manned, that there is a rising tide of mediocrity and 
an almost over-powering tide of lack of probity in public and private life - not 
just in public life, in private life as well. And. therefore, value-based 
education is the only answer. As to the charge of distorting history, it is very 
easily made; it is very difficult to prove 11 or to disprove it. The fine speech 
of the hon. Member Shri Sharma, shows this very eloquently.   The British 
distorted our history, because they 
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had a motive. And, I would offer the hon. Minister one solution. If you want 
to prescribe a standard history text book, do not go to a living author, go to a dead 
author; and the dead author, I would recommend is, Jawaharla! Nehru -- his 
book, 'Discovery of India'. You cannot find a better text on our origin, our 
history, our heroes than, Jawaharial Nehru's book. It should have been translated 
into all the regional languages, it should be translated Into all the regional 
languages and prescribed as a compulsory text-book in all the universities. This is 
something ...(Interruptions)... 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI T.N. CHATURVEDI): Mr. Nariman, 
you 

can move a little bit to your right, 

SHRI FALI S. NARIMAN:  Oh; I am so sorry, Sir. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI T:N. CHATURVEDI): You are in the 
passage. 

SHRI FALI. S. NARIMAN:   I am sorry, Sir. ...(Interruptions)  

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI T.N. CHATURVEDI): I just thought 
I would remind you. ...(Interruptions).... No; no. It is all right. He is always in 
the right  ...(Interruptions).... You please continue. 

SHRI FALI S. NARIMAN: Sir, this book in my view will teach our 
youth as to who are our real heroes, and what is the real history.   And. no 
one will accuse the hon. Minister of distorting history. Sir, the second thing is 
this; and, this is very important also in a matter where education is concerned. We 
would have believed the Minister — we still believe him; I will — if he had 
given greater official recognition to Urdu. It would be a great unifying factor in 
this country. It was, is -- and still remains -- an Indian language, and the 
confidence of the Muslims, the largest minority in the country, in my view, 
would be greatly strengthened, if it is done. Let me read what Panditji said on 
the floor of Parliament during a debate on the Report of the States' 
Reorganisation Commission, in December, 1955, in the Lok Sabha. He said, 
"...Quite frankly, ! do not understand the way some people are afraid of the 
Urdu language. I am proud to speak Urdu. I hope to continue to speak Urdu. I 
just do not understand why in any State in India people should consider Urdu a 
foreign language. Urdu is a language mentioned in our Constitution just as 
Sanskrit" is. I object to any narrow-mindedness in regard to Urdu..." 

I too, Sir, would object to any narrow mindedness with regard to 
Urdu.   In the last Census, of whose figure? we have — we do not have the 
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figures of the present Census - in a population of 900 million, 45 million 
spoke Urdu;.and there must be many, many more. And I believe that, as a 
fitting gesture to our oneness and as a tribute to the integrity of India, Urdu 
also deserves to be included in the trinity of Indian languages, namely, Hindi, 
English - English with capital T, not with capital 'E\ because that is how we 
speak it -- and Urdu. Confucious wrote, Sir, many centuries ago, "If you plan 
for a year, plant a seed. If you plan for 10 years, plant a tree. And if you plan 
for 100 years, teach the people." I would request the hon. Minister to teach 
the people, teach the youth of India our country's diversity and unity. Any 
policy that is devised for this purpose, to preserve the diversity and unity of 
India, would be acceptable to me, because this should be the be-all and end-
all of any sensible education policy.  Thank you, Sir. 

*SHRIMATI VANGA GEETHA: {Andhra Pradesh)- Mr. Vice-
Chairman Sir, The Ministry of Human Resource Development is trying to 
update the education policy by re-designing courses and curricula keeping in 
view the 
needs and aspirations of the people of rural background and the academicians 
of universities. A laudable step that the Ministry has taken is to augment the 
percentage of girls being covered by their educational programmes. 

Sir, when we look back into our Vedic period we kn6w that Sanskrit 
played a vital role in the field of knowledge and social interaction. That is 
why our Constitution makers included Sanskrit in the eighth schedule. Our 
Vedas, Upanishads, epics like Ramayana, Mahabharata and Bhagavad-Gita 
taught us many values of life. We have shaped our culture and social life 
based on those values. We have learnt discipline, tolerance, patience, 
obedience, common sense and many areas of knowledge from our mythology 
and from our Vedas. For example, the origin of Ayurveda, can be found in the 
Vedas. It is an irony that we had done little to propagate it in our country 
whereas other countries have been exploiting the rich source of Ayurveda and 
started doing research to further explore its potentiality. Now we have 
suddenly realized that it is our own property and are now taking steps to 
preserve it. There is a reference of 'Pushpaka VSmanam' in our mythology, 
which was similar to that of an aeroplane of this age. 

*English Translation of the original speech delivered in Telugu. 
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Again, according to Mythology Gandhari had one hundred sons. 
May be it is just fictional or some kind of symbolism. How did she have a 
hundred sons? It is said that she had distributed the 'prasad' given to her in 
hundred parts and placed it in earthen pots and gave life to them. Now our 
developed science is giving us test tube babies. Scientifically, we have moved 
far ahead and we are learning many things. But still we cannot neglect the 
Vedas at all. 

Sir, it is a fact that modernization has brought along with it certain 
disadvantages also. The youth are crazy to learn the modern technology in 
order to keep pace with the ever-growing competitive world. But in this race 
they are running away from our ancient rich culture and values of life. They 
are not aware of their responsibilities towards their family members. We hear 
of incidents where sons have neglected old parents. So it is our responsibility 
to protect our heritage, our culture and the Vedas. Now that the Honble 
Minister wants to introduce Vedic Science and Astrology in our universities as 
optional subjects we should aH welcome it. 

In our country we have different religions, cultures and different 
traditions. Our country is known for its unity in diversity. Our country is rich 
in its culture and we should feel proud of it, as no other country has such vast 
diversity. The responsibility lies with all of us to protect this great heritage 
and traditions of our country. 

If we take into consideration, Vedic Mathematics- we know that 
great scientists like Arya Bhatta, and Ramanujam became world famous 
bringing name and fame to our country. So, we cannot ignore or neglect 
Vedic mathematics. Astrology is a science, which stood the test of time. We had 
a long discussion about it in which different views have been expressed. A 
number of members were opposed to the proposal. About the usefulness of 
Astrology, people generally think that it is useful only when somebody wants to 
know about his future. 

Since there are divergent views being expressed, it is better to have a 
nation-wide debate involving educationists, experts, Scientists and only then it 
should be included in the curricula. This is my suggestion. Sir, since our country 
has many different religions like Islam, Christianity etc, we should also try to 
introduce the ancient heritage including the languages related to different 
religions of our country in our educational programmes. Before introducing a 
Science in our curricula it is important to enquire as-to how far it can be 
useful and whether it will benefit our youth who are the 
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future of our country. Only then it can serve the real purpose. It would be 
better if it were first introduced at lower levels in different states and then at 
the University level.   This will give an opportunity to the interested students 
to learn these sciences. There should be a scientific approach and everybody 
should appreciate it.  Only then it will help our future generations. 

Sir, whatever it is, we belong to India. We are all Hindus and 
Hinduism is not a religion but it is a tradition and a culture. All Indians 
should follow this. Everyone should follow "Dharma'. Every religion teaches 
us the same moral values. We should adopt the good values of all the 
religions. We should uphold these values. We should encourage scientific 
developments. We should not forget our ancient traditions and culture. Apart 
from that, it is our joint responsibility to pass on our tradition and culture to 
the younger generations. If we all unite and make our contributions to the 
programmes of national interest, such programmes and policies would always 
be successful. This is my humble submission to the Hon'ble Minister.  Thank 
you Sir. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI T.N. CHATURVEDI): Mirza 
Abdul Rashid. Please be brief. 

MIRZA ABDUL RASHID {Jammu and  Kashmir): I will be brief. 
�
#
�*���=����	+" ��
���F����%�1�����%���	���
���
!�? ��:����
��	5�-�-�) I�? �����

3��	+" ���+A��
���
�2�	5�������������&����� ���.��$�������
�.�������������+�������.���
���������J	4 �8	�����������=�+��1���	��$%�����.�����2�	5���������4A�����
	�=�E) �E=E�
���	�J.��
5�:��=�E��E7E3�E%�E�:��4E��E��E�	�����*����$	����=$W ���������=�+��1�����
.����������
��
�2�*����.����	��<��3���������4A�����
�������&) ���	���������
����3����
��7�	�F%�����
������B
D���*����*B��������� :���
�����=�E��E7E3�E%�E�	��
	����
�
!�.+�������:����*����.����	��
	����4A�����
�2�	�� ��������	5�
��+����1��C�������*��
��$	����=�+��1���w���������7����*����$	�����������
�����	��=�) �=������$D����
��%�	�������f���	�����������3���9����9��
=2��
������*��.��������'�+��
��D����*'	�
�����7�
���
!� 
��:�����<�������7�
��
�� ������3�	�� *'	�����������
�� #
� � ����
�
�����
��������	5���&I������H4�G#�*�%���4���������	�� ������
������	+���.���

� � � �
.������g��	��������.���������
!��������
� � � �
�������) �����
5��m�1����	������	�2��

3��*<��#������
��:��
�
	����#�������
�����
	��+��������3�����A�������:��
��B�����
��������+�����
	����<��	������
�����������<��	������
�2�*����������	��	+" ���
����Q�������
�����g��������=��	+'���	���������+�����	��	g�4��
��#
�*��#_��

254 



[29 August, 2001] RAJYA SABHA 
�

�+��������.����.Q������#��	+'��:����*��%�&����
�������.����3��������#����	+'���
���
����
����
+�9����
�2���*���:��%�<������������������
�	+'��.
+���	�	+���	��������3���
���
��:�� ��������<������
�� ���*��=�.����������#��
�� ���3��#
�������+�������
����������
���������+�������) ��������
����<���	+'�D�	��
�4 	���.��������
��:������������

�2�	���#
���������������^���X����*'	�$�4 �	���
!��s������
���2�����������*���:��
%�<����������*'	��s���
��
���<������
�2�
	�����������	����$��.��	��*��&�������
��
�����&I����*'	��������*'	����
	��+���������<���&���	+	����������? �	��.
+���'���
�
+�9��������*'	����*��&�������9��
�2����*'	����*��&�������9��
�������$W ��? ��
����� 9��
����� �����*���:�� %�<������� 	��:��37E%�E� 	�� 
�2� 	5� 
��
4���� ����.� 
	�
^���X����.��������
5��������s���9�
���s��
	��=������
!����D���&����.Q���lA�����37�

52��������.�	5�
�	
�4�������
4�����
�^���X����*�	�<��
��
���������3�����������
����������*�	�	5�	
�4�������
4������������3������������
!�
��#
�	+�\�
�2�
�*'	������
�����������.��
��.�����:���
������	����	����I��������	������:���$�
����������
�����	����v���
��
�
���b �	+����.��
!�
���	����v���
��
������
���2��
������
	���������
�����'�+��
��
	�����������1������	������#������
�
�����
����+�������������T �	�
.�

5�#
������*��	+'��	��	g�4��
5�������T ��.����
5�#
�*��	+'��	��	g�4��
��������T �*'	�
5�
#
������*��	+'��	��	g�4��
52��+�����	�������������$��
5��#
��.�*��	+'��	��	g�4��
52�*����
.�#�4��	5�
��
4��������������	�������2�
�	+'��=����.��
��=��	���������
�������
+3�

��<D@�<D���*��	+'�����=�����+������$%�° 41��
������4 ����������
��=�+��1������:��
���+����#����
��
�2�*���=�*�����+���^	����*��	+'������+����	��3�����
����������2�
��������*��	+'��	��^���X����*'	�$��.��	����I�����������=��=<�G��%�1��
����:��
�������+���=����������=��2����#_��7��&S ���7���9��B	�����2�
	����*����1������	���
�
���
�����������$	����	����
5����
����������C" �����
5�:��*��#_��	��%�1���J	4 
�8	�����������
��:������$����
	�������������
�������	���Q��
��
��:���Q��������? �
��? � #�� 	�
.��C" ��������
#����� �
�� 
����� ����#_�#
�*��	+'����� *�� ��$	���� .����
������ 
�� ��� =�%�� *R�) �� =��	�%���� 
���� 
�� #
� ^���� *������ 
����
��:����� -�� *R�) ��
=��	�%�
����
���#
��) ������
����
�2�*���=�
	�D��
��������������
	����	�
��	�����	�
��
.�����
�����
	�����.�����4I�������=��.
+��.Q��	��	�
������������������B�������
*���	�������.s��:��*���	��#
��+.������
��3����.4��
���
��
�2����*����.����	��	5�*����
	1�4 ��
4�2�������	5�=��.����C���
���9�
���
4�����3����4I����
�
����
��
	����	+'��	��
�� �

� � � �
�����	+" ���9�
���
5�����������
!�
����72�
�

	����*����1�	����4I������
��
���
52��
�
���	5�3�����+����1������9�
���
4�� ����
������
	�����J	4 �8	������ ��������� >4�

G#�*�%�
������ >4� G#�*�%���� ��
������
	� ^�����	����
D���� 
	������<+���&��~�� ^����
�	����
D�������#
������*����$	����*'	�������������.��	��^����*��&��������=��2�

255 



RAJYA SABHA [29 August, 2001] 
.�����
������*��=$W �����������'�+��
���]L������
���=��1������4���
��? �����
� �����*8�����*RJ�
���:�����
5�������D����3����
���:�����
5��
�����D� ��� *'	� ������ #���� ���� 
52� �����D� ��� 3��� ������� �+���� 
52� ��*��� :��

%�<����������	���������������3���������+�������������������������+����
���������
��=����
5��������4��#�I�
52���������
�����������&�
	������f��������9��
=2�3���+����
	��&����
5���
������
#��
��#
������&����
5�:���
���
#��� 	̀�
����
��������3�������1+C�

����
��:������$����
�2�3���	������	�� $�������4��#m�%���9���
��
52�#��9�������3���
������	�����	��.�����������������
��
52����
	������B
!�*'	D����
�����������+�������
�&�	���Q��
����9��
�2�
	�
��
!��
��������7����*'	��lA���
!�
�2�
��*'	�	���+A����+A�
�4�.���
52�
��*'	��s�����=2����������������*'	����=���g	��������������=�������
	+'����������<+���&�����
��#
��	����
����������������	���	�����	�
	����>4�G#�*�%�
:���J	4 �8	������������������
�����
	���������������? ��+Q��
!��������*���=����

	����
���$��1��	+R8�����
52�*���=����
	���$%���1��3&�*<��	�����.������������
52�
*���=�3%D��	�����#_�
	���������? �����
	������	������������J	4 �8	�������#�	�
��� �
4����� ��� 	+���.��� ����� �^.��� ��� 	+���.�� �� ����� C" ����� ��� 	+���.�� �����
������������+��.��=�������������������&���
�2�	5�^����#_��������
+=���&I������>4�
G#�*�%�3������	��������9�
���
4�����	5�=���73�%������) ��1�������9�
���
4�����4�����
����) ��1�������9�
���
4���#
�������������&����������
	����������7�u������
!�
���2�
������ =�� ) �� =���� ���? D���� =����	����������� ��%�	�������3��� �������� 
� 
	����
	���������������.����
���-����%��
����9��
=2�

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI T.N. CHATURVEDI): First, to be 
fair to the Secretariat, I have to only draw the attention of Mirza Abdul 
Rashid to the fact that this Calling Attention was not only listed in today's 
List of Business but was also published in the Parliamentary Bulletin of 24lh 
August.�#
��C��3����������
+�9��
���� �Kc���$�����:����	�� �-��#����) �%��
3��������������? ���2 
� MIRZA ABDUL RASHID: Sir. I could not see that. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI T.N. CHATURVEDI): It does not 
matter. 

MIRZA ABDUL RASHID:   Because the notice could not reach me. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN {SHRI T.N. CHATURVEDI): Dr. Arun 
Kumar Sarma.   Please try to be brief. 
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DR. ARUN KUMAR SARMA (Assam): I thank you, Mr. Vice- 
Chairman, for giving me this opportunity to speak. Sir, this is an important 
aspect that has been proposed to be incorporated in the educational 
curriculum. ...(interruptions)...  

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI T.N. CHATURVEDI): We always 
discuss important subjects.  Please go ahead. 

DR. ARUN KUMAR SARMA: Anyway, it is important because 
astrology has given quite a good number of employment opportunities to the 
citizens, and it is important because it has a value. It has a social value; it has 
an economic value. In addition to a study of the national heritage, when 
astrology has calculated solar eclipse, lunar eclipse, nowhere in the world that 
Mathematics has emerged, and that is still prevalent, and that still stands true. 
So, we have got that strength on which we rely, and we should capitalise on 
that. But, Sir, I want to emphasise only one issue, that the piecemeal system of 
changing the educational policy is not helping the country at all. We have to 
totally restructure our educational system because this system was borrowed 
from the British regime, and this system was oriented to produce States and 
servants. The British Government wanted some servants and slaves; and even 
today their concept of education is continuing. Everywhere, every student, who is 
going to the school, has a plan to get a certificate to apply for a Government job 
and he waits up to the age of 40 years. In certain parts of our country, the 
maximum age limit for entering into the Government service is 40 years. He is 
losing half of his life span or the energetic span of his life in search of a job or 
to become a Government servant. The present educational system does not 
impart any education to the youngsters to become independent and to have 
their own means of livelihood or to have their own sources of income. They are 
totally dependent on Government job or some other job. They try to become a 
servant under any authority. In our country, we have large national resources. 
We have a population of 100 crores. We have the human resources. The 
reason why we are failing in majority of the aspects is lack of proper 
management. We don't have a national consensus on changing our strategy to 
emerge as a strong and vibrant nation. On this subject of education system the 
House should debate not for a few hours through a Calling Attention but for 
more than three days so that we can have a pragmatic policy; and we have a total 
consensus on the education system. We should incorporate or impart 
entrepreneurship education in the entire system.    Up to the matriculation 
level, everybody 
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should have a general education. It is all right. Beyond that, everybody must 
have an education which can get him an employment. But that is not there. In 
the present education system, there is only theoretical education. Nobody is 
capable of earning his own livelihood. Therefore, a total restructuring of the 
system is required. 

Another issue is that our Constitution has to be fully reviewed. Why? 
Because there is no accountability. Unless there is accountability and unless 
there is a penal action for non-performance, the country will not progress. 
There will be no change in the country. We can blame each other; but there 
will be no change in the country. We must also concentrate on those things in 
which we have expertise. What is happening is that we have so many systems. 
But we don't have the expertise in such systems. From the population point of 
view, we hire a lot of labour from Nepal and Bangladesh. Why? Because we 
teach our boys and girls from early childhood to study well and to become a 
big man or an officer or whatever it is. When everybody is trying for a 
Government job and when they are not getting Government jobs, they are 
opting for guns and easy money-making methods and, as a result, insurgency, 
militancy and other problems started. Bangladesh provides shift labour, and 
they go and work not only in Delhi but also in Punjab, Mumbai, etc, not to 
speak of the North-East. So, the entire labour front is gradually occupied by 
the migrants from other countries. There is so much of influx from other 
countries. Do we want to become a labour? There is a drawback in our 
system. Therefore, it should be totally reviewed. We do not give funds to our 
youngsters. Let us give them some realistic guidelines or direction. They can 
get the formal education. That is all right. They can also get a certificate. That 
is also right. But, at the same time, let them become independent and not 
dependent on their parents even at the age of 40 years. They go on in search 
of a Government job; they become frustrated; and they become a burden to 
the country. Instead of that, if we change the system, if we can impart 
entrepreneurship education from early childhood, our country can progress on 
all sides. Sir, there are two important issues relating to nation-building 
process. The Indian Constitution has to be restructured fully. Why don't we 
adopt a nationalistic approach? There is a need for national unity. Sir, the 
National Anthem was composed to welcome a British premier ‘����� ����
�#/����2‘ 
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DR. ARUN KUMAR SARMA: The National Anthem does not 
cover the entire country. It was composed to welcome a British premier.- 
Merely by singing the National Anthem our national spirit does not grow. We 
have the experience of the last 50 years. We have to recompose our National 
Anthem. We have to strengthen our education system in such a way that we 
do not- become slaves and servants but become independent citizens capable 
of earning our bread and butter. 

I hope the hon. Minister would consider these issues. Sir, there are 
many NGOs which have worked on the education system all over the world. 
The best method of education is the Nagatand method where 
entrepreneurship education is part of the formal education. We leave the 
system of entrepreneurship education after graduation or after the ... 

THE   VICE-CHAIRMAN    (SHRI   T.N.    CHATURVEDI):       We   
are 

discussing a very limited subject, 

DR. ARUN KUMAR SARMA: Sir, there should be a national 
debate on the entire education policy. I hope the hon. Minister would come 
with a proposal for total restructuring of the education system. 
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SHRI EDUARDO FALEIRO:  ...to revive the curriculum, not 
the curriculum framework. 
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5����Thank you for your letter of 11th October. First of all, on 
behalf of NUT, I must offer our belated congratulations for the much-
deserved position you are in today. I will be happy to provide any help in the 
matter of curriculum framework development.� �+��� �	� �� ��� ��� .+���� ��� ? ��
����+�	� µ�	� #�I� .����� ��� ��=2....(Interruptions)..� Everybody has said 
\\...(Interruptions)... 

SHRI EDUARDO FALEIRO: Everybody has not said that. That is 
the point.  They just deny that they support this curriculum... 
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5��"i would be ready to 
come and give, a presentation on 8lh November in the forenoon. I am very 
happy to note that the NCERT has developed a new curriculum 
framework..'Then, Shri Murmur Mukhopadhyay. "Thank you very much for 
your invitation, vide letter number so and so dated 11th October. I will be 
happy to discuss with the Curriculum Group." Then, Kapila Vatsayan, "I am 
glad to know that the NCERT is developing a new Curriculum Framework 
Document for the schools. I entirety agree with you that this is the right time 
to undertake curriculum renewal. I shall be happy to share my thoughts with 
the Group and senior faculty members. However, before we agree upon the 
dates and time in November, I would appreciate receiving the documents of 
1988 and any other material which you have prepared." 
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SHRI EDUARDO FALEIRO: Will the Minister tell us who 
supported the Curriculum Framework? That is what I want to know. That is 
what matters. ...(interruptions)... 
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Then, Shri Yogendra Singh, "Many thanks tor inviting me for a talk 
at the meeting of the Curriculum Group." 

�
� ���3��	� ��� ���i�O \%�j��*�	��	�*�w��%�������7�3�	���
!�.+���@�
�
1 ��� ��( �����	��� �� �������*�	��
	���=�E��) E�����	����.+����? �2��

SHRI K. RAHMAN KHAN: Sir, S.Z. Kasim is not an educationist. 

DR. MURU MANOHAR JOSHI: What is he? 

SHRI K. RAHMAN KHAN: He is a scientist. ...(Interruptions)... 
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI T.N. CHATURVEDI): He was also 
approached....(Interruptions)... 

SHRI RAJU PARMAR (Gujarat) : Sir, this is objectionable. 
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI T.N. CHATURVEDI): Nothing will 
go on record except the Minister's statement for the present. ...(interruptions)... 
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; "Another aspect that must be given thought of is, religion, which is the most 
misused and misunderstood concept. The process of making the students 
acquainted with the basics of ali religions, the values inherent therein, and 
also a comparative study of philosophy of all religions, should begin at the 
middle stage in schools, and continue up to the university level. Students have 
to be made aware that the basic concept behind every religion is common, 
only the practices differ." ...(Interruptionsl...�*���	�������m%D�����J	������$�
	g�4��
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 "Another significant factor that merits urgent attention, now, is religion. 
Although it is not the only source of essential values, it certainly is a major 
source of value generation. What is required today is not religious education, 
but education about religions -- 
 �� �	 � ������ � �� �� -- They are basics. The 
values inherent therein, and also a comparative study of the philosophy of all 
religions." �������r�����������J	�������$D����r��������D����������J	�������$D�
���r¡����������	�) �1B��
5��B
������+�	�	��������µ�	#�I�	�������<����7�����/�
�@���7�
��#���O �
������7��
) ��=��) ��
�@�*�	���B
D����
��
��	�������3q ��s����+�����
4��

 "Truth (Sa/ya), righteous conduct pharma), peace l$hanti)t love pre/r?) and 
non-violence fihimsa) are the core universal values which can be identified as 
the foundation stone on which the value-based education programme can be 
built up." 
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 "However, a word of caution is required here. Education about religions 
must be handled with extreme care. All steps must be taken in advance to 
ensure that no personal prejudice or narrow-minded perceptions are allowed 
to distort the real purpose of this venture, and no ritual dogmas are propagated 
in the name of education about religions. All religions, therefore, have to be 
treated with equal respect. �#I /	I �	��#�
 And that there has to be no discrimination on the ground of any religion in 
this country."  �
���.���
	��  
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DR. MURLI MANOHAR JOSHI: "Value education and education. 
..(Interruptions)... 
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DR. MURLI MANOHAR JOSHI:..about religions would not form a separate 

subject of study or examination, at any stage.��*�	���J.����������7��#����
!�
�2�
�&��3��� �"With this in view, the ten core components identified in the National 
Policy of Education, 1986, need to be reaffirmed. They are as follows: (1) 
The History of India's Freedom Movement, (2) The Constitutional Obligation, 
(3) The contents essential to nurture national identity. (4) India's Common 
Cultural Heritage, (5) Egalitarianism, Democracy and Secularism, (6) Equality of 
success, (7) Protection of the environment, (8) Removal of social barriers,{9) 
Observance of the small family norm and (10) Inculcation of scientific 
temper.'�*�	���������9���
�����PYZ;������������������&�
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 This is about the core curriuculum. This is about the values.^ «ran? arc? 
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asked, what is the greatest treasure which India possesses and what is her 
finest heritage, I would answer, unhesitatingly, that it is the Sanskrit language 
and literature and all that it contains. This is a magnificent inheritance. And, 
so long as this endures and influences the life of our people, so long will the 
basic genius of India continue. I repeat it. So long as this endures and 
influences the life of our people, so long will the basic genius of India 
continue. If our race forgets the Buddhas, the Upnishads and the great Epics, 
Ramayana and Mahabharata, India would cease to be India."� 	
�̀ 	�� ���/��
�
���
5�– "Without the study of Sanskrit, one cannot become a true Indian, 
and a true learned man"...(Interruptions)...�&�C���������
	���
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5.00 P.M. 
�
� �� ������ Sanskrit   is   not   a   language   of   any   particular   sect   or 

creed, ...(Interruptions)... It    is    the    language    of    every    Indian 
citizen...(Interruptions),..��	 �����������	 �� ��� �� ������"Sanskrit was 

at one point the only language of the world. It is more perfect and copius than 
Greek and Latin.��J	�������$D����	5�3����	�f	����.�����9�
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DR. MURLl MANOHAR JOSHl: "Therefore, it is extremely important 
to provide for and encourage the study of Sanskrit. The course has to 
be so planned that the study of Sanskrit may not be ignored. At the 
secondary stage, Sanskrit may be made available as an additional 
option.":��
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�� �+-�	� ��%I� ��2� "We, therefore, conclude by saying that 
. ..(Interruptions)  
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DR. MURLi MANOHAR JOSH!: ... in view of the importance of 
Sanskrit for nurturing our cultural heritage because of which even the official 
education   policy   has   highlighted   the   need   of   study   of   Sanskrit. 
...(Interruptions).......  
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DR. MURLI MANOHAR JOSHl:.......making of Sanskrit alone as an 
elective   subject   while   not   conceding   the   status   to   Arabic   and 
...(Interruptions). ....... 
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI T.N. CHATURVEDI): He is answering 
the questions as he has been able to understand.  ...(Interruptions). ................... 

DR. MURU MANOHAR JOSHI: ...against the basic tenets of 
secularism. There is, thus, no merit on the first objection raised by the 
Board. On the aforesaid premises, we direct the Board to include Sanskrit 
as an elective subject in the syllabus under consideration. Necessary 
amendments in the syllabus shall be made within a period of three months 
from today." This is it. � ��! "� ��� ���� ���������� ����� ��# $ �� ���% � ����&�� ��! "� ��#

� ���� �� ��'� �! �( ���&�)��� �� ���� - "So far as my liking for Sanskrit goes, f owe 
a lot to my late mother and Sue Marimama. My mother inducted me into 
Kalidas and Bhavbhuti, identifying the power and beauty of the language 
which one can appreciate only through the works of literacy geniuses like 
these; and Marimama inducted me into the literary gymnastics and puzzles 
that this language seems uniquely fit to describe. I wish our university 
system were flexible enough to allow a science student to do a course on 
Sanskrit also but, alas, *no'; after my matriculation, I had to make the 
choice and i could have Sanskrit only, if I would have opted for that. 
...(Interruptions).  
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI T.N. CHATURVEDI):  Mr. Nariman, you 
wanted to know about Urdu, Persian and Arabic. The Minister is telling something 
about it. ...(Interruptions).*.... See, he is trying to clarify the questions, as he has 
understood them. 
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 "It has been reported that there has been no revision of Social 
Studies text-books for standards 9th and 10111 since 1992. The 
paragraphs that have been referred to in the discussion in the 
Parliamentary Committee are in the textbooks for the last several 
years. The Textbooks Board has, however, taken note of the 
observations and suggestions made by the hon. Members and 
they assured that suitable revisions would be made in the future 
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 Rise of the Modern Age in Europe: Federalism - Rise and Fall: The World 
Between the Two World-Wars: Paras on Ideology of 
Fascism...(Interruptions),... v^ if arrofrr aft, it g?j *t PR>ra ft1? ^ F t 
...(aiTOH)... 
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DR. MURLI MANOHAR JOSHI: 

"Shri V.R. Krishna Iyer 

April 3, 2001 

Dear Dr. Murli Manohar Joshi, 

"I had signed a statement on certain infirmities in the Education Policy of the 
NCERT, which was addressed to the Prime Minister, which eventually 
reached the NCERT office."...(interruptions).... "Prof. J.S. Rajput of NCERT 
has sent me an explanatory statement......."...(interruptions).... 
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DR. MURLI MANOHAR JOSHI: "I have no reason to suspect the 
NCERT explanation. So, t accept it and drop my criticism of the NCERT 
stand.'....(Interruptions).... "I hope the position as put forward by the NCERT 
will be...."....(Interruptions).... "Our secularism and humanism in the 
education field have priceless values without being...."...(Interruptions).... 
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 "Marx Angels and Lenin" : "The First Indian War of Independence of 
1857-18S9", published by Progress Publishers, Moscow, 
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�
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�����- "Indian 

society has no history at all, at least no known history." ...(interruptions)
  

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI T.N. CHATURVEDI):   Sarlaji, 
nothing is 

going on record except the Minister. ...(Interruptions). .......  Nothing is going 
on record except the Minister, please, and the Minister is going to finish his 
reply early.   - ..(interruptions) .  

DR. MURLI MANOHAR JOSHI: "India could not escapte the fate 
of being conquered, and the whole of her past history, if it be anything, is 
the history of successive unquest she has undergone." ...(Interruptions).......  

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI T.N. CHATURVEDI) : Please have 
patience. ... (interruptions) ....  

DR. MURLI MANOHAR JOSHI:      "Indian society has no history 
at 

all, at least no known history." ...(interruptions)......What we call it history is 
but the history of successive intruders who founded their empires on the 
passive basis of that unresisting and unchanging society." 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI T.N. CHATURVEDI): Please have 
patience. ...(intenvptions) ......  

�
1 ���� ��( �����	��� �� ��������f,�	
����#
��
���
������"The question, 

therefore, is not whether the English had a right to conquer India, but whether 
we are to prefer India conquered by the Turk, by the Persian, by 
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[THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SURESH PACHOURI) in the Chair] 
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society   has   no   history   at   all,   at   least   no   known   history." 
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN  (SHRI  SURESH  PACHOURI);  Please 
take 

your seat.   You take your seat. ...(interruptions)......  Mr. Joshi, please let us 
know how much time you will take. 

DR. MURLI MANOHAR JOSHI:   Ten minutes. 
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SURESH PACHOURI): Can't you 
be brief? 

DR. MURLI MANOHAR JOSHI: Ten is very brief. They have 
spoken for five hours! And many issues have been raised. 
.... (Interruptions) ...  

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF 
PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS AND MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI 0. RAJAGOPAL):  Sir, they have spoken 
for six hours. 

DR. MURLI MANOHAR JOSHI: If I don't reply to them, they 
will say��	��$%������#�.��
!����2�

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SURESH PACHOURI):Rease try 
to finish by 5.30 because the Members could not go for lunch. 

DR. MURLI MANOHAR JOSHI: No. no; it was agreed that there 
would be a staggered lunch. 
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SURESH PACHOURI): Nobody is 
interested. 

DR.   MURLI       MANOHAR   JOSHI:       Nobody   is   interested   in 
Saraswathi.   I know.     	5�������
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have raised the issue,    
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�4���2�hi�� �� ��jh������.�3���.����7��+$����������2�This book is called "God-Apes 
and Fossil Men - Paleoanthropology in South Asia" by Kenneth A.R. 
Kennedy, published in the year 2000. This is published by the University of 
Michigan Press.  *�	��
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5��"Biological anthropologists are hesitant to support any 
theories concerning Aryan demographic or biological presence in south Asian 
paleoanthropology. The linguistic fact of Indo-European languages in south 
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SURESH PACHOURI): Now, 
message 

from the Lok Sabha. ...(Interruptions) ......    No questions.     Message from 

the Lok Sabha. 

                                                   ____________ 

MESSAGE FROM THE LOK SABHA 
The Central Sales Tax (Amendment) Bill, 2001 

SECRETARY-GENERAL:   Sir, I have to report to the House the 
following message received from the Lok Sabha, signed by the Secretary-
General of the Lok Sabha: - 

"In accordance with the provisions of rule 96 of the Rules of 
Procedure and Conduct of Business in Lok Sabha, I am directed to 
enclose the Centra! Sales Tax (Amendment) Bill, 2001, as passed by 
Lok Sabha at its sitting held on the 28m August, 2001." 

2.   The Speaker has certified that this Bill is a Money Bill within 
the meaning of article 110 of the Constitution of India." 

Sir, I lay a copy of the Bill on the Table. 

                                               _______ 

THE INLAND WATERWAYS AUTHORITY OFINDIA 
(AMENDMENT) BILL, 2001. 

THE MINISTER OF LAW , JUSTICE AND COMPANY AFFAIRS 
AND THE MINISTER OF SHIPPING (SHRI ARUN JAITLEY):   Sir, I move: 

"That the Bill further to amend the Indian Waterways Authority of 
India Act, 1985 be-taken into consideration." Sir, there are two 
substantial amendments which have been suggested in the Bill, The 
first is with regard to the composition of the Authority. There are some 
changes which have been suggested in order to make it a little more 
broad-based. The second most significant thing rentes to its functioning. 
Currently, we have three National Waterways in the country. Today, 
merely 20 per cent of the total waterways strength in India is utilised 
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