fencing of this border and the contract to do the fencing work has been given to the NBCC. As
per the established practice, the fencing of border has to be done around 150 yards inside the
line of control. But, it has come to notice that the NBCC is not doing fencing work as per the
established norms. At some places, of South Garo Hills districts it is fencing the border beyond 1
or 1.5 kilometers inside the line of control. In this manner of fencing, the country is losing a huge
territory in No Man’s Land. Due to this, the people of Garo Hills are facing a lot of problem as
they are facing displacement of losing cultivable land in fencing. These people are also being
intimidated against lodging any complaint in this regard. Meanwhile, Bangladesh has not started
any fencing work in their side and is doing cultivation in the No Man’s Land. The matter is very
urgent and needs immediate attention. |, therefore, request the Government to look into this

problem and take immediate remedial steps.
Demand to reduce freight charges for grains and Pulses

SHRI A. ELAVARASAN (Tamil Nadu): | rise to bring this special mention to request the
Government for revision in the railway freight rate of grains and pulses which has been increased
recently. No need to say that ours is an agricultural country and majority of the people are
engaged in agriculture and other agricultural allied works. This sector also contributes a
considerable ratio to our GDP. Further, railways play a vital role in the transportation of
agricultural products from villages to various remote destinations. Unfortunately, the
Government has decided to transfer some grains and pulses to Schedule 130 from 110 and 120
respectively. As such, the freight rate for carrying one tonne of grains for 1,000 kilometres has
been enhanced to Rs.751.90 from Rs.694.10. This hike of rate by reclassifying grains from
category 120 to category 130 will be an additional burden not only on farmers and agricultural
allied small merchants but also eventually on common people. The Government has given huge
discounts on the movements of iron recently to soften inflationary pressures on steel companies.
Ironically, it has increased the freight rate of pulses and grains by reclassifying the categories in
which grains and pulses are included. Hence, | request the Government to consider the retention
of the category of pulses and grains and reduce the freight rates in Railways as it was done
previously, so that it would not affect, directly or indirectly, the farmers, agricultural allied

workers and common consumers.

Demand to run the Kalindi Express Regularly
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