SHRI TAPAN KUMAR SEN (West Bengal): Sir, | associate myself with what the hon. Member
has mentioned.

SHRIP. R. RAJAN (Kerala): Sir, | associate myself with what the hon. Member has mentioned.

SHRI MATILAL SARKAR (Tripura): Sir, | also associate myself with what the hon. Member has
mentioned.
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Bad condition of NH-48 between Bangalore and Mangalore

SHRI M. RAMA JOIS (Kamataka): Sir, | am standing here to bring to the notice of the House the
deplorable condition of the NH-48 in the State of Karnataka. As you are aware, NH-48 is a very

important National Highway connecting Bangalore and Mangalore. From Bangalore up to
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Sakaleshpur, the road is all right. Thereafter the road is extensively damaged and it has been closed
for motorists. The South Canara has got four pilgrim centres — Subramanya, Dharmasthala, Udipi
and Kollur. Thousands of people visit these places, but they have to take circuitous road either from
Mercara or Mysore, which is about fifty miles more than the normal road. Recently it has come to my
notice that the Shiradi Ghat Save Struggle Committee has been constituted in which no less a person
than Subramanya Swamiji and Dharmadhikari Virendra Heggade have participated. In order to
impress upon the public, the Government and the deplorable State of affairs, a noble method was
adopted in which Subramanyaji played cricket on the Mational Highway because the road is not
motorable, and that has been widely published. It is reported that the contract is again given to the
same contractor who has done the sub-standard work. Public is protesting and people are saying
that a lot of corruption and negligence has been involved in this. Mo action has been taken.
Therefore, it is absolutely necessary in the public interest that an enquiry should be held why it has
happened. Shiradi Ghat was considered as one of the best routes in the NH-48. So, action has to be
taken. | am bringing this urgent matter to the notice of the concerned Department of the Government
and demand that immediate steps should be taken not only to enquire into the matter but also to see

that the road is restored. Thank you.

Apprehension expressed by naval chief regarding smuggling

of nuclear weapon through containers
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