RAJYA SABHA

Tuesday, the 24th February, 2009/5 Phalguna, 1930 (Saka)

The House met at eleven of the clock,
MR. CHAIRMAN in the Chair.

REFERENCE BY THE CHAIR
Felicitation to the Indian Oscar winners

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Members, on behalf of the House, | felicitate the three Indians who have
been awarded the Oscar award this week. Question No. 101.

DR. V. MAITREYAN (Tamil Nadu): *

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please, please ...(Interruptions)... This is not the time for it.
...(Interruptions ... Dr. Maitreyan, this is not the time for it. ... (Interruptions)...

DR. V. MAITREYAN:*

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please, this is not the time for it. ...(Interruptions)... Please

...(Interruptions)... This is not the time. ...(Interruptions)... This will not go on record.
...(Interruptions)... Question 101, please. ... (Interruptions)...

DR. V. MAITREYAN: *

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please resume your place. ...(Interruptions)... Please resume your place.
This is not the time for it. ...(Interruptions)... Please allow the Question Hour to proceed.
...(Interruptions)... Question 101, please ...(Interruptions)...

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

Development of rural tourism

*101. SHRI ISHWAR SINGH:t
SHRIMATI SHOBHANA BHARTIA:
Will the Minister of TOURISM be pleased to state:

(a) whether there has been a perceptible drop in the inflow of foreign tourists visiting rural
tourism sites in the country;

(b) if so, the details thereof;

(c) whether Government proposes to offer some bonanza for foreign tourists who will avail
facilities in rural areas; and

(d) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF TOURISM (SHRIMATI AMBIKA SONI): (a) to (d) A Statement is laid on the
Table of the Sabha.

*Not recorded.

t1The question was actually asked on the floor of the House by Ishwar Singhi.



Statement

(a) and (b) There has been a decline in Foreign Tourist Arrivals (FTAs) in the country during
December 2008 and January 2009, as detailed below :-

Month Foreign Tourist Percentage change as
Arrivals compared to corresponding

month of previous year

December 2008 521990 * -12.5%

January 2009 487262* -17.6%

* Provisional Estimates

The data regarding the visits of foreigners to different destinations, including those in rural areas,

in the country are not maintained by the Ministry of Tourism.

(c) and (d) Ministry of Tourism provides Central Financial Assistance (CFA) to the State
Governments/ Union Territories for infrastructure development in rural sites having tourism potential
under the Scheme of Product/ Infrastructure Development for Destinations and Circuits. Community
participation and capacity building, including skill upgradation in such rural sites are being supported
through Government of India- United Nations Development Programme Endogenous Tourism Project
and Capacity Building for Service Providers Scheme of the Ministry. Based on the proposals received
from State Governments/ Union Territories, Ministry of Tourism sanctions Rs.50.00 lakh for
infrastructure development and Rs.20.00 lakh for capacity building for each rural site, subject to
inter-se priority and availability of funds in the respective heads.

So far 139 rural tourism projects in 27 States have been sanctioned by the Ministry of Tourism,
including 36 rural sites where United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) has provided
support for Capacity Building.

Ministry of Tourism promotes and publicizes all tourism products including rural tourism sites,
through collaterals/ print/ electronic and internet media under the “Incredible India campaign” and
has included rural eco holidays in the Visit India 2009 promotion. Information is also disseminated
through the website and through India Tourism Offices in ,the country and abroad. There is a

dedicated website for rural tourism, /.e. www.exploreruralindia.org.
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SHRIMATI SHOBHANA BHARTIA: Sir, | would like to congratulate the hon. Minister on the
implementation of 139 rural tourism projects. It is a very good move and, if implemented correctly, it

can be an antidote to rural-urban migration as well by engaging with the youth and providing them

employment.

But | would like to ask the hon. Minister, in terms of monitoring this scheme, what have been the
achievements so far? Has the number of tourists gone up? What has been the status in terms of
infrastructure development; what are your projections: and are they going forward? Are you
increasing the number? And what do you hope to expect, both in terms of money earned from

tourism, number of tourists, and the infrastructure that you are developing?

SHRIMATI AMBIKA SONI: Sir, | do agree with the hon. Member that rural tourism is one major
way of preventing mass exodus from rural areas to urban areas. Specially those, who have been
involved in handicrafts or traditional arts, after they get certain access to education, they tend to
move towards cities, because they do not find it economically viable.



One of the major thrusts in rural tourism has been to identify those villages which have some core
sector of some fine arts, craft or handicrafts. We have tried and now put 15 such rural
centres/destinations on our 'Visit India Campaign,' which we are going to launch from 1st April 2009,
to encourage tourists. Fifteen such rural centres, which have been developed in the core sector they

are famous for, are definitely going to be part of our promotional drive to 'Visit India."'

In terms of responsible tourism, eco-tourism, we have signed several MoU with foreign
countries. We feel that this rural tourism will be a big component of our responsible tourism and eco-
tourism project. Given all these pro-rural tourism factors, | am confident that we will be able to
preserve our traditional arts and crafts through shopping festival, which we have put in place to give
rural artisans market for selling their goods. All these pro-active steps will, in the next few years,
encourage more and more tourists to visit India, especially those tourists who want to visit eco-

sensitive destinations.
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DR. (SHRIMATI) KAPILA VATSYAYAN: Sir, | want to request the Minister to let me know: What
is the structural link between the Ministry of Tourism and the Handicrafts and Handloom Boards?

Secondly, whole India has very specific architectural styles in the villages of India. These are being
destroyed because of developmental projects. So, what does the Ministry of Tourism plan to do to
preserve this rich heritage of specific architectural forms in rural India? Thank you.

SHRIMATI AMBIKA SONI: Sir, | would like to tell frankly that there is no direct contact or
connectivity between the two Ministries, that is, Tourism and Handicrafts. But, we often come



together and synergise our efforts at international fairs or at shopping festivals because that's what it
is all about. We have participated in each other's functions like the Surajkund Mela. And, we are
increasingly having these shopping outlets where the two Ministries synergise, though officially, there
is no connect between the two Ministries. Handicraft is part of the Ministry of Textile.
...(Interruptions )... Shilparam near Hyderabad is being promoted by the Ministry of Tourism in our
effort to promote four international shopping festivals at Bhubaneswar, Aurangabad, Shilparam near
Hyderabad and Gautam Budh Nagar. But, that's a part of our rural tourism thrust to give a market to
the rural artisans who are coming up under rural tourism. But, there is still no formal connect
between the Ministry of Textile under which handicrafts come and the Ministry of Tourism. The
second important part of the hon. Member's question was about rural architecture. | am not going to
take any responsibility for defiling or spoiling rural architecture. In any of the villages which we have
identified under our 139 villages, we make it a point to see whether we are putting up two or three
rooms in our infrastructural proposals that they are totally rural in orientation. They are mud huts with
proper modern facilities. But, their exterior is totally synergised, with the rural environment. | can
mention one very major example of a successful rural tourism destination which is Raghuraj Pur in
Orissa. If the hon. Member wants to visit, we could facilitate that visit. It is something which we have
put as our yardstick for developing rural tourism. You cannot identify which is the hotel or which is
the room or which is the rural hut where a foreign visitor or an outsider is going to stay except for the
facilities within the room. So, we are trying our very best to ensure that rural tourism should not
interrupt with the life of the people already living there by spoiling their architecture.
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