Demand to release funds for the Southern Splendour Luxury Train Project

SHRI GIREESH KUMAR SANGHI (Andhra Pradesh): Sir, the Andhra Pradesh Government
had requested for release of funds for the Southern Splendour Luxury Train Project. This project
was conceptualized by the Department of Tourism, Government of Andhra Pradesh, and this
train is to travel through Southern States of India and to present a unique opportunity to tourists
to get acquainted with rich heritage, culture and natural beauty of Andhra Pradesh and other
Southern States. The train is modelled on the lines of Palace on Wheels of Rajasthan. The
Department of Tourism submitted the project report costing Rs.40 crore to the Ministry of
Tourism, Government of India, for sanction of Rs.10 crore as Central financial assistance under

the Large Revenue Generation Scheme.

The Department of Tourism, Government of India, considered the project and keeping in
view its importance which would promote tourism in Southern region have agreed in principle to
the proposal and said that the funds would be released only after the project has been worked
out with the Ministry of Railways. Funding/private participation has been clarified as the project
would have to be sanctioned under the Large Revenue Generation Scheme and the Ministry of
Railways have not approved the proposal so far. Therefore, the approval of the Ministry of
Railways is necessary, only then the Ministry of Tourism may release funds for the prestigious

project.

I, therefore, appeal to the Ministry of Railways to approve the proposal, so that it is easy for

the Ministry of Tourism to release funds for the prestigious project at an early date.

Demand to expand the Air Travel Services in Chhattisgarh
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Demand for a documentary on the life and works of Shri M. Boyer,

A Noted Konkani theatre artist of Goa

SHRI SHANTARAM LAXMAN NAIK (Goa): Sir, a noted Konkani theatre artist, Shri M.
Boyer, of Goa expired recently in Goa. Shri Boyer had dominated the Konkani theatre
(drama) stage for well over half a century and was awarded the Padma Shree in 2005 for his
immense contribution to art and culture at the hands of former President of India, Abdul

Kalam.
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