LOI-holders under Special Scheme (Operation Vijay - Kargil), Discretionary Quota Scheme,
Corpus Fund Scheme (SCS/STS, widows and unmarried women above 40 years of age without
earning parents) and other categories in that order. Permanent CoCos, which are of strategic
importance for the OMCs for brand building and training purposes are to be operated
permanently by the companies themselves through their own officers. The details of these

permanent CoCos is available with Director (Marketing) of OMCs.
LPG connections in Jharkhand

409. SHRI PARIMAL NATHWANI: Will the Minister of PETROLEUM AND NATURAL GAS be

pleased to state:

(a) whether the Ministry is aware that many districts of Jharkhand like Chatra, Garhwa,
Godda, Gumla, Pakour and Palamu have less than 2.5 per cent of households there using LPG;

and

(b) whether there is any plan to allot more LPG connections in these districts so that

chopping of trees for fuel-wood is arrested?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM AND NATURAL GAS
(SHRI DINSHA J. PATEL): (a) and (b} As on 01.10.2008, OMCs were operating 143 LPG
distributorships in the State of Jharkhand. Through these distributorships, OMCs are serving
about 11.45 lakh LPG customers including 24160 LPG customers in Chatra, Garhwa, Godda,
Gumla, Pakour and Palamu district of Jharkhand, covering 21.4% estimated population as on
01.03.2008 in the State. 11 more new LPG distributorships have been planned and advertised in
the State of Jharkhand, including 2 in Palamu.

The enrolment of new LPG customers and release of new LPG connections is a continuous
process. Public Sector Oil Marketing Companies (OMCS) have reported that at present, new
LPG connections are available across the counter for genuine domestic customers. OMCs have
further reported that they have released 1.035 lakh, 1.033 lakh and 0.247 lakh new LPG
connections in the State of Jharkhand during the years 2006-07, 2007-08 and April-September,
2008 respectively.

As on 01.10,2008, OMCs are serving more than one lakh LPG customers of 5 kg cylinders in
the State of Jharkhand in order to meet the demand of low -income groups in urban, semi-urban
and rural pockets and also extend the reach of LPG to the hilly terrain and interior areas in the

country on account of convenience in transportation.
Exploration activities in Saurashtra and Kutch region

410, SHRI VIJAYKUMAR RUPANI:
SHRI NATUJI HALAJI THAKOR:

Will the Minister of PETROLEUM AND NATURAL GAS be pleased to state:
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