(c) whether at present, the originating operator pays up to 30 paisa a minute as termination
charge and the DoT has proposed to bring this down to 10 paisa a minute, which will bring down
tariffs by 20 paisa;

(d) whether any final decision in this regard has been taken; and

(e) if so, the details thereon?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY  (SHRI  JYOTIRADITYA MADHAVRAO SCINDIA): (a) Department of
Telecommunications (DoT) has suggested to Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) to
undertake a review of mobile termination charges based on present and projected cost and traffic.

(b) Yes,Sir.

(c) As per TRAI, The Telecommunication Interconnection Usage Charges Regulation, 2003 (4
of 2003) dated 29th October, 2003, at present, call originating operator pays 30 paisa per minute as
termination charge which is applicable for all types of calls viz. Local, National Long Distance and
International Long Distance.

DoT has suggested to TRAI to undertake review of mobile termination charges and has not
proposed any such value.

(d) No, Sir.
(e) Does not arise in view of (d) above.
Density of post offices in Jharkhand

652. SHRI PARIMAL NATHWANI: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(a) the number of post offices operating in rural and urban areas of Jharkhand State;

(b) in what manner this number compare with other two newly created States, namely,
Uttarakhand and Chhattisgarh; and

(c) the steps being taken to improve the density of post offices in Jharkhand per thousand
population?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY (SHRI JYOTIRADITYA MADHAVRAO SCINDIA): (a) and (b) The number of Post
Offices operating in Jharkhand, Uttarakhand and Chhattisgarh (rural and urban areas) is as follows:

Urban areas Rural areas
1. Jharkhand 272 2819
2. Uttarakhand 218 2496
3. Chhattisgarh 223 2900

The number of Post Offices in Jharkhand is comparable with other two newly created States, viz.
Uttarakhand and Chhattisgarh.
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(c) Efforts for increasing density of Post Offices throughout the country including Jharkhand
Circle by way of opening new Post Offices is an ongoing exercise. Post Offices are opened in a
phased manner on the basis of need and justification as per prescribed norms and availability of
resources.

Eleventh Plan proposals and priorities of NEC

653. SHRI BIRENDRA PRASAD BAISHYA: Will the Minister of DEVELOPMENT OF NORTH
EASTERN REGION be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Eleventh Plan proposals and priorities of NEC are finalised;
(b) if so, the details thereof;
(c) ifnot, the reasons therefor;

(d) whether NEC has finalized the inclusion of all the pending schemes of Assam for execution
during Eleventh Plan;

(e) if so, the details thereof; and
(f) ifnot, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF DEVELOPMENT OF NORTH EASTERN REGION (SHRI MANI SHANKAR
AIYAR): (a) to (c) The Planning Commission has communicated to the North Eastern Council
(NEC) on 7.02.2008 that its projected outlay for the Eleventh Plan is Rs. 7394 crore and has directed
it to work out the sectoral allocations of this outlay for the Eleventh Plan period. NEC is working on
formulating its Eleventh Plan proposals.

(d) to (f) Due to NEC's large committed liabilities of projects from previous plans, the pending
schemes from Assam for execution during the Eleventh Plan will be included based on the approved
sectoral allocations of its projected outlay for the Eleventh Plan period.

Transit journey and movement of goods from NE States

654. SHRI MATILAL SARKAR: Will the Minister of DEVELOPMENT OF NORTH EASTERN
REGION be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government has made any attempt to introduce transit journey and movement of
goods from North-Eastern States to Kolkata by road, by train and by river ways;

(b) if so, the outcome of the attempts in details; and
(c) ifnot, the reasons thereof?

THE MINISTER OF DEVELOPMENT OF NORTH EASTERN REGION (SHRI MANI SHANKAR
AIYAR): (a) to (c) Government of India has regularly raised with the Government of Bangladesh the
issue of transit by road, by train and by riverways to the North-Eastern States at various levels. While
there has been some progress with regard to transit via the Padma to Dhubri and beyond along the
Brahmaputra, transit through the Barak and other rivers is still to be agreed. For passengers, but not
for goods, there is no through traffic but buses run between Kolkata and Dhaka and between Dhaka
and Agartala. Transit by rail has not been agreed to so far. The dialogue is on on-going.
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