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meaning of article 110 of the Constitu-
tion of India."

Sir, I lay the Bill on the Table.

FAREWELL TO RETIRING MEMBERS

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Members
today I bid farewell, on behalf of the
House and on my own behalf, to all
those Members who will be retiring dur-
ing this year after completion of their
term. As Members are aware, this year
some Members will be completing their
term this month but a majority of them
will complete their term in June or
July. Some of you may feel, especially
those retiring in June or July this year,
that I am bidding you goodbye a bit
too soon. But this is due to a conven-
tion and practice that has developed
over the years to bid farewell to Mem-
bers during this month. Not exactly this
1st April.

Parting is a moment of sadness and
sometimes painful but it is very much a
part of life. Some of you may be fortu-
nate enough to be back here and I am
happy that some of the retiring Mem-
bers have already been re-elected but
others who do not come back will sure-
ly be missed in this House where they
were with us as colleagues for as long
as six years or more in some cases.

Some of them who arc not coming
back this time, may come back later.
The friendships that we have developed
will, of course, continue in life, but the
daily contact and company would be
missing.

During this period, we have shared
our personal joys and sorrows as well as
of the nation. Though there may be
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different political persuasions and diffe-
rent ideologies and opinions, yet all
have had only one aim, that is, the
service of this great country and the
well-being of our people. In the course
of discussions in the House, several
times, we have had forceful debates and
expression of diverse views but all this
has been in the best parliamentary spirit
with no residual rancour. I am sure
retiring Members have a sense of fulfil-
ment. [ know that they have helped in
taking our gret nation forward. I would
like to congratulate them on their con-
tribution to the nation as Members, of
the Rajya Sabha, and for their contribu-
tion to the Rajya Sabha as represen-
tatives of the people. 1 should like to
place on record my personal apprecia-
tion and thanks for the valuable con-
tribution made by all retiring members
and the kind courtesy unfailingly shown
by them to the Chair.

Hon'ble Members, Parliament is not
the only forum through which you can
serve the country. When you arc free
from the burden of parliamentary work,
I am sure you will find several other
avenues and opportunities to serve the
weak and the underprivileged and do
your best to ameliorate their condition
and redress their grievances.

We, in this House, wish the retiring
Members all health, happiness and
peaceful time wherever they may be
and I hope that they will continue to
serve the country in whatever capacity
they may choose to.

THE LEADER OF THE OPPOSI-
TION (SHRI S. JAIPAL REDDY):
Mr. Chairman, Sir, [ associate myself
with all the fine and noble sentiments
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you have just now expressed. I would
like to Dbelieve that every retiring
Member is returning, if not this time,
next time, if not to this House, to the
other House.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Lower House?

SHRI S. JAIPAL REDDY: You are
referring to it as a Lower House. I
would call it a House of Olders. As
we know, Sir, in politics, people hardly
retire and as I said elsewhere, if God
is supposed to have assumed ten incar-
nations, we in India could assume more
incarnations and the Indian politicians
like that famous Greek mythological
bird Phoenix can rise fromitsown ashes.
At any rate, we believe in rebirth and
I am sure, all the retiring Members
will be reborn as Members of Parlia-
ment. I, therefore, would not like to
bid adieu to them. I would rather bid
au revoir. In French, it means "good-
bye until we meet you again." [(Inter-
ruptions). Because of the cut and thrust
of parliament debate, the public impre-
ssion generated is that the area of dis-
agreement amongst us is very large. It
is not true. We tend to emphasise the
area of disagreement with a view to
preserving and promoting our respective
entity. But we all know the area of
consensus, the area of  agreement
amongst all of wus, cutting across party
lines and ideoligical lines, is much
more than the area of disagreement.

Sir, when it comes to mentioning the
names of retiring Members, I may start
with my party. [ may start with the
seniormost member of my party, who
may, perhaps, be the seniormost par-
liamentarian in this House, Mr.
Gurupadaswamy. His look belies years.
He is racing towards seventy and he
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was a Member of the First Lok Sabha.
He brought to bear dignity, maturity,
urbanity and knowledgeability on the
proceedings of this House. I must refer
to Mr. Raja Ramanna, who is, of
course, a legend in the world of sci-
ence, who was behind the Pokharan
explosion of which we are all proud.
Then I come to Mr. Raj Mohan Gan-
dhi, who never tried to draw upon the
most revered lineage and legacy of
which we are all legitimately proud.
While always being precise and concise
the commanded the attention and re-
spect of all sides of the House through
his measured and mellowed eloquence.
Mr. Som Pal, like Mr. Raj Mohan
Gandhi, has been here hardly for two
years but whenever he spoke he made
sense. Mr. Maheshwarappa never mis-
sed the cause of Karnataka. Mr. R.S.
Naik never missed to speak in favour
of the weaker sections and the tribals
in particular. Mr. Chandra Mohan Sin-
ha from Orissa in spite of his ill-health
has always tried to participate in the
proceedings of the House.

Now, I come to none other than the
Deputy Chairperson and my bench-
mate.  Whenever she occupies the
Chair, the Chair not only becomes
lovely but it becomes lively. She has
always been the Zero Hour butter—the
buffer between the Treasury Benches
and the opposition. Of course, she has
to suffer quite a few knocks adminis-
tered from both sides. Then Mr. A.G.
Kulkarni, an angry naughty old man.
General Jagjit Singh Aurora—I don't
find him here—

AN HON. MEMBER: He is here.

SHRI S. JAIPAL REDDY: —We
will miss him very sadly because we
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are all proud of him. We are all
aware of the legendary contribution
he made during Bangladesh war. Mr.
Bekal Utsahi—without him the pro-
ceedings of the House will be even
more prosaic. Dr. Nagen Saikia has
given evidence of his sweet sobriety.
Prof. Chandresh Thakur has combined
in himself solid academic attainments
with  sound political instincts. Mr.
pramod Mahajan proved to be a
blend of Youthful effervescnce and
mature eloquence. Mrs. Jayanthi
Natarajan, a charming lady, combined
in  himself such  contradictory  at-
tributes as tendency for belligerence
and flair for eloquence. Then, of

course, I cannot conceive of this
House without that noisy pair, Dr.
Rathnakar Pandey and Mr.
Ahluwalia.

We will miss them very sadly. The
House will be all the more dull with-
out them. Shri Ram Awadhesh Singh,
the champion of lost causes—I hope
his cause this time will not be lost.
Without Mr. T.R. Balu and Mr. M
Vincent the sound of waters of Cauv-
ery will not be heard. We will also be
missing such legendary names like Pt.
Ravi  Shankar, Shri M.F. Hussain,
Shri R.K. Narayan and Shrimati Am-
rita Pritam. It has been our privilege
to have been Members of this House
during their term. Of course, Shrimati
Renuka Chowdhury and Shrimati
Margaret Alva are back here. They,
of course, did not allow the glamour
of the House, through their return, to
be diminished. Mr. M.A. Baby has
come back. He carries an old head
on his young shoulders. Out of six
Members retiring from Andhra Prad-
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esh, only one has come back. I would
like to convey my good wishes to all
of them. Dr. G. Vijaya Mohan Red-
dy, Shri Rao Gopala Rao and others.
With these few words I take leave of
the retiring Members. But we will
soon join them in one House or the
other. At any rate, we will continue
to be members of that larger fraterni-
ty called political life of India which
is the dynamo of Indian democracy.

SHRI SAMAR MUKHERIJEE
(West  Bengal): Mr. Chairman, Sir,
myself and my party fully associate
with the sentiments expressed here.
We express our good wishes to those
colleagues who are now  departing
from us. If they continue their public
life after retirement, there will be in-
numerable occasions when we will be
meeting together for the cause for
which we are fighting here and also
outside. Now we are in the midst of
an unprecedented crisis in our coun-
try. It is acknowledged and accepted
by all the parties that we are in the
midst of a deepening crisis. The crisis,
according to us, is so all pervading
that supreme effort of the entire
country and the entire population is
necessary to come out of the crisis. I
think, on this point all will agree. But
the polices now taken by the party in
power to us, our apprticies can not
bring the country out of the crisis,
are so different, so sharply opposite
that at the present stage a battle of
policies has become new feature not
only inside the House but outside
also. Our country is now not only
theatened with disintegration



9 Farewell to

and disruption but also a serious
economic crisis which is affecting the
life of the masses, millions and mil-
lions of masses. The crisis is so deep
that even individual security is in
danger. Every day kidnapping reports
are coming. Even highly technical and
scientific people are also being killed.
Innocent people are being killed dai-
ly. The question of secession, the
question of disintegration has come
before the entire country.

At this stage those who have been
elected as representatives in the Lok
Sabha or in the Rajya Sabha Should
be committed to the objectives en-
shrined in our Constitution; the de-
fence  of  sovereignty, defence  of
democracy, the defence of secularism
and the objective of building socialism
giving social justice to the masses.
But the outside reality is just oppo-
site. That is why we feel very much
concerned and our concern may find
expression inside the Parliament
through  debates, sometimes it amy
lead to bitter and heated debates, ex-
change of views, but friends who are
here, we request them not to consider
these as personal conflctisicts genea-
tion, personal bitterness. We are all
fighting for a greater cause. Now the
crisis is so deep that even our democ-
racy is under severe strain. In this
context I would like to refer to the
speech made by our Rashtrapati on
25th January where he appealed for a
moratorium  on  all  agitations,  all
strikes, go-slow and other methods.
Our immediate reaction to this was,
we were reminded of the days during
emergency where democracy had been
completely subverted. Now we had
seen a similar move on the part of
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the Government; however, that has
been stopped now. We  prevented
ESMA being reintroduced where the
very basis of democracy would be
threatened and challenged. All these
things are related to the economic
policies of the present Government.
In the coming days also, inside the
House, some turbulent debates from
time to time may take place because
the difference is so sharp. The de-
fence of democracy, the defence of
secularism  for  which  our national
movement has made a very big con-
tribution and which has been reflected
in the objective principles in the Con-
stitution like right to work, living
wages, removal of disparity, free edu-
cation, self-reliance, all these are be-
ing negated and parliamentary democ-
racy is being challenged. Unfortunate-
ly I am to mention here that major
policy decisions are taking place out-
side the Parliament. That is Parlia-
ment has become only a forum for
endorsement of these policies. So I
request those friends who are now
leaving us to maintain their public life
and there again we will meet though
not inside but outside and I share the
hope of Shri Jaipal Reddy that many
of them may again come inside and
become our colleagues. We welcome
those who have been re-elected and
we will welcome those who may come
in future because this is part of life.
The old will go and new will come
and this process is a normal process.
But we are really grieved at the loss
of their association because in the
case of many of the colleagues who
are retiring they have a very big
background outside the Parliament.
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We were fortunate enough to have
them amidst us. And 1 request the
Members who are leaving us, to con-
tribute their services to the people,
which is more important, though not
inside but outside. The time has come
when new alignment of forces is
necessary to fight disruption, to pre-
vent disintegration of the country, to
defend democracy, to give social jus-
tice to the people and to defend the
sovereignty of the country. The ques-
tion of sovereignty, specially the ques-
tion of economic sovereignty and the
question of independent foreign policy
are now publicly debated. In the pre-
sent context of unipolar international
situation, bigger and bigger pressures
are working in our country and,
therefore, we have to revive the feel-
ing of patriotism again in the country.
We want that people should not
forget the role of imperialism. But in
the debates nowadays, the word 'im-
perialism' is completely absent in our
speeches. With very high respect for
those friends who are leaving us, we
convey our good wishes and we hope
that we will gain their contribution, if
not inside the House, at least outside
and we will meet again in the field of
action. With these few words, I con-
clude.
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SHRI YASHWANT SINHA (Bihar):
Mr. Chairman, I rise to associate myself
with the sentiments which have been
expressed in the House by you and by my
colleagues so far. In a way these farewell
speeches which we are having are reflec-.
tive, I would say not by design but by
pure accident, of the nature of this
House. This House endures. It does not
get dissolved. It never comes to an end.
Similarly, this farewell function is being
organised, as you said, for people who
will be with us when we come back after
this week—they will still be there and this
is not the final parting, not the final
farewell—and for others who are retiring
tomorrow. Some of them have come back
and others, as my friends have said, will
come back, maybe, later, maybe, to the
other House, but will be, I am sure,
available in ample measure in the Central
Hall to give us company. But 1 will say
one thing, Sir, by way of personal experi-
ence I was not quite aware of this fact in
life that it is possible to fight, to argue, to
quarrel, vehemently within the four walls
of this House and yet, the moment we
are out of the threshold, all those dif-
ferences melt away and leave us and we
are friends again. This is something which
I have not seen in other walks of life, this
is something which I have seen only here
in Parliament, that differences are entire-
ly ideological, entirely political, and that
they are never personal. And, Sir, I think
here is a lesson for people who belong to
the other walks of life that politics is
capable of rising to great heights, even of
spirituality, if one can put it that way,
where it is possible to sink personal
differences and rise above these when it
comes to personal relationships.

The other thing, as you have men-
tioned, Sir, and as others have men-
tioned, is that we are all in public life,
but Parliament is not the end-all or the
summum bonum of our existence. There
is a big world outside and I am sure there
is a lot of work to be done in which those
who will not be coming back to this
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House will have to engage themselves
and, therefore, it is to that world, that
hinterland from where we all come, that
we have to keep looking back at and it is
that which we must serve because that is
the real constituency, that is the real
area, and that is the real field, from
where all of us draw our sustenance.
Therefore, even to those who are not
coming back to this House and who
cannot immediately come back to the
other House, I would say that they would
perhaps be busier than they have been
here once they go out there in the wide
world. Therefore, this parting which is
taking place in a formal way today, will
not be a real parting, as | said, and we
will all be meeting, maybe from opposite
directions, but meeting certainly will be
there. Therefore, while, as I said, I wish
them all the very best—I am not the one
to say "Goodbye"—I want to use an
expression, a German expression, as
against the French expression used by
Mr. Reddy, and, Sir, the German expres-
sion is "Auf Wiedersehen.”, which
means, "Will see you again very soon."
Thank you. Sir.

SHRI MENTAY PADMANABHAM
(Andhra Pradesh): Sir, I totally agree
with and concur in the sentiments expre-
ssed by you as well as the Leader of the
Opposition and other colleagues on this
occasion.

We have reached another biennial elec-
tion. The Rajya Sabha is a unique institu-
tion in our democratic polity. Every two
years, some Members will retire and
some Members will join. This is a con-
tinuous House and we cannot be free
from it.

Sir, some Members who will retire may
return, but some will not return, but will
go to various fields and serve the country
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through their chosen fields of activity. As
Tennyson put it, "Men may come, men
may go, but I go on for ever.", this is an
eternal House and this is its uniqueness.

Sir, I am not a senior Member of this
House. During my short tenure as a
Member of this House, this is the second
farewell. Farewell, Sir, is always an un-
happy incident. Farewell to a friend,
farewell to a colleague with whom we
worked, we quarrelled, we argued, is all
the more painful.

Sir, the pain of farewell is more acute
in my own case. My party is losing five of
its members. Thank God, one is coming
back—Mrs. Renuka Chowdhury, who has
enlivened the debates of this House with
her scintillating performance? The net
loss to my party is four Members, Sir.
They are my senior colleagues, and I
learnt a lot from them. I am particularly
painful at the loss of my senior colleague,
Dr. G. Vijaya Mohan Reddy, whose
sincerity and dedication to parliamentary
work is worthy of emulation by the new
entrants into this august House. The
other Members and their commitment to
the cause of the poor and the down-
trodden are examplary. I am really un-
happy that they will not be with us any
more. I hope that they will eventually
come back, if not now but in future-
maybe in 1994 or in 1996. Sir, I will be
failing in my duty if I do not wish them
happiness and prosperity in their lives.
Sir, we will not be seeing some faces who
have been making tremendous contribu-
tions in this House. Many names are
coming to my mind.

Dr. Nagen Saikia, who is an able
parliamentarian in his own right, but the
moment—he is a Vice-Chairman on the
Panel—the moment he occupies the
Chair he becomes a totally different man.
He will conduct the proceedings of the
House in the strictest manner. And really
we are missing one of the ablest par-
liamentarians of the House.

SHRI SIKANDER BAKHT: I thought
the same was true of Jayanthi! (Interrup-
tions)

SHRI MENTAY PADMANABHAM:
Anyway, she is coming back.

Sir, as you said, some Members are
retiring now, some Members are retiring
in another two months' time. In another
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more Members are retiring and we will
be missing some, very smart, beautiful
and also brainy lady Members. As my
friend, Mr. Jaipal Reddy said, we are
missing Mrs. Najma Heptullah, Deputy
Chairman and  also... (Interruptions)
Another lady we will be missing, as it
stands today, is Mrs. Jayanthi Natarajan.
I hope the Prime Minister, who is also
the President of Congress (I) Party—he is
here—will emulate at least the tradition
Telugu Desam adopted. We sent back
our lady Member. So he will also...(Inter-
ruptions) I am pleading...(Interruptions)

Sir, as you said, this is a painful
obligation, painful duty on our part, and
I wish all the retiring Members all happi-
ness, whether they are again coming back
to this House, whether they are going
into the world to prosecute their own
destiny.

Thank you, Sir.

SHRI MURASOLI MARAN (Tamil
Nadu): Mr. Chairman, Sir, it is always
not pleasant to part company with some
of our colleagues, with whom we have
long interactions and interesting encoun-
ters. I am sure many of them will come
back to this House as hon. Members.

First in the list of retiring Members is
the name of our hon. Deputy Chairman.
I am not saying goodbye to her, because
she is going to come back. I do not know
whether she is coming back to adorn the
Chair as Deputy Chairman or to adorn
the Treasury Bench, because there is a
vacancy since yesterday ........ (Interruptions)
I am saying this because anybody who
controls the House admirably, well, can
manage the task of any tough diplomacy.
(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Portfolio al-

SO... (Interruptions)

SHRI MURASOLI MARAN: Even
though we might have quarrelled with
her, the ultimate victor is the Deputy
Chairman! 1 should mention about the
three great southerners who were elected
from U.P., Mr. Curupadaswamy, Dr.
Raja Ramanna and Mr. Raj Mohan Gan-
dhi. I used to consider Mr. Raj Mohan
Gandhi as the southerner though he be-
longs to whole of India. Mr. Gurupadas-
wamy as the Leader of the House during
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the National Front Government regime
and then as Leader of the Opposition and
as a prominent Member of this House,
has contributed much to the deliberations
of the House. I would say he is undoub-
tedly one of the great parliamentarians of
our days. His speeches are full of sobrie-
ty. Even his whispers are as forceful as
his loud remark. In Dr. Raja Ramanna,
we had an expert. In the World Cup
cricket match we had Gavaskar to give
expert comments. And on matters of
science and technology, Dr. Raja Raman-
na was our Gavaskar, and we will be
missing him when the debate on nuclear
non-proliferation treaty comes up. And if
there is one person who can boast of
direct heritage of Gandhiji and Rajaji, he
is none other than Mr. Raj Mohan Gan-
dhi. He has the moral authority even to
make his adversaries listen to his well-
considered and even-handed remarks. I
think he will continue to make his con-
tributions even though he ceases to be a
Rajya Sabha Member.

Then we have great Dr. Ratnakar Pan-
dey, the roaring lion of rajya Sabha.
Without him, this House will be a silent
second chamber. I am told great singers
like Michael Jackson used to insure the
throat because it has a delicate voice. |
think if Panditji, Dr. Ratnakar Pandey
comes back, he should insure his throat
because 1 have seen him often in the
dispensary swallowing a lot of mixture for
his sore throat immediately after the zero
hour. And then we have the redoubtable
Mr. Ahluwalia.

Mr. Ahluwalia in fact when he was in
the opposition, taught the opposition
Members the strategies and tactics to stall
the proceedings of the House. So he is
the guru of opposition, and I think he
will come back.

We will be missing Mr. Ram Awadh-
esh Singh. Not only this House but the
Central Hall where the President used to
give his address, will be missing him a
lot. He is an ardent champion and a full-
throated advocate on Mandal. 1 appreci-
ate his sincerity of purpose and I assure
Mr. Ram Awadhesh Singh that we will
take up his cause, not in his way, but in
our own way.

We will be missing many of the Mem-
bers of Telugu Desam Party. 1 should
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mention about Dr. Vijay Mohan Reddy
whose radical thoughts and concern for
the poor we used to share. From DMK
we will miss T. R. Balu, a firebrand.
From Tamil Nadu, one of the notable
Members who is going to retire and I
think would come back is Shrimati Jayan-
thi Natarajan. She has a dual personality.
While she is not in the Chair, she is an
ardent advocate for her party joining in
the shouting match. But while in the
Chair, she is like a judge who used to
hold the scales even. We have seen her
like a butterfly flying here and there,
performing her duty as the whip, but the
pity is, as she is sandwiched between Shri
Ahluwalia and Panditji, we could not
hear her sweet voice.

Thiru Palaniyandi, the grand old man
of Tamil Nadu Congress, used to appreci-
ate any good point even though it is
directed against his party, provided the
point has any justice and meaning.

Mr. Swaminathan from AD MK; I hope
he will come back, he is a great advocate
for the cause of the ruling party because
even the ruling party members could not
defend their party like him. He is a
seasoned politician.

In Mr. Salaria we used to hear the
voice of reason and secularism from
Kashmir.

Mr. Masodkar, who was a Judge of the
High Court, with whom everybody wants
to be sincere, is such a charming presid-
ing officer. Dr. Nagen Saikia; he is a
friend that sticketh closer than a brother.
He conducted the House admirably well
and with his smile he used to disarm
everyone. Also, I should mention about
General Aurora. He used the words with
military precision and has never missed
his target. Also I should mention about
Mr. Baby. By appearance he looks like a
rugged, dry Marxist, but later I found
that he is a connoisseur of fine arts. I am
very happy he has come back and his
contribution to this House and in the
field of fine arts will continue.

A very special mention must be made
about the nominated Members, Mr. Hus-
sain, Pt. Ravi Shankar, Mr. R. K. Naray-
an and Shrimati Amrita Pritam, because
it is our privilege to be with them and
especially when Mr. R. K. Narayan
makes a special mention, it is a jewel of
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English prose, effectively putting forward
the problems of the day.

As the Leader of the Opposition has
stated, we the politicians in India, not
elsewhere, especially India, belong to a
class of citizens who never retire. So, in
our lexicon there is no word as 'retire-
ment' because like advocates we belong
to a noble profession and public service
has no retirment. So, we do hope many
of them will come back.

Hon. Leader of the Opposition used
the French words au revoir. In English
we say, "Good-bye", which is a contrac-
tion of 'God be with you'. Hon. Sinhaji
referred to a German phrase which 1
cannot pronounce. Anyhow, we are
opening up. The entire economy is open-
ing up and our greeting form should also
borrow from French and German. I com-
bine both and I say, au revoir, that
means till we meet again and his German
phrase which means, see you again very
soon.

Thank you.

SHRI GURUDAS DAS  GUPTA
(West Bengal): Sir, parting is very painful
undoubtedly, but it is also memorable.
Memory is memorable because what we
did in the House, whether we quarrelled
or shouted or interrupted or cajoled, we
all believed in our respective cause. This
is the faith in the cause that gave us the
strength of conviction. Since we had the
strength of conviction, we were friends
and we would like to be friends. Where-
ver we are, whether in this House today
or tomorrow outside, we must keep this
strength of conviction flying. Let us re-
member, the world that we are living in,
is a world of fast changes. We are living
in a situation of erosion of values, we are
living in a condition of affliction, down-
troddenness and distress. Therefore, let
this conviction of faith for the right cause
unite us in giving shape to a new and
better India. Even when we part, let us
remain friends and comrades in the quest
for a better life, in fighting for a new
future for us and for our children. There-
fore, Sir, even after we part we remain
associated. We remain associated with a
cause, with a greater cause. Therefore,
let me tell you, Sir, we don't part but we
remain united and associated for building
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a new India for the cause that we all
belong to and believe in.

Thank you, sir.

SHRI G. SWAMINATHAN (Tamil
Nadu): Sir, as the leader of the AI-
ADMK Party, I have the opportunity to
express my good wishes to the retiring
Members. But I am not aware whether I
have to express my good wishes to the
retiring Members because I am also one
of the Members who are retiring and I do
not know whether I have to receive the
good wishes of the other Members and
respond.

Sir, I was having the same thought
when you also mentioned that some of
the Members are retiring in April, some
after three months, and some more after
four months. So I did not know because
still there is another session for us. We
will be coming here by the end of April
and we will be here, I think, till 15th of
May or so, because the Rajya Sabha
never concludes at the time when it
decides and, sometimes, it also never
meets on the date it decides. Therefore,
we have still got some more time to leave
the House. The same thing was expressed
by Mr. Ahluwalia when he came here. He
was talking to some of my friends here
and he said, "Why are you bidding me
good bye so soon? I have got three more
months and you could have another
farewell party after two, three months!"

Sir, in your speech you said that even
though you would like to give another
farewell party after two or three months,
the convention is that all the Members
are supposed to retire at one particular
point of time, that is, April and one-third
of the House has to retire. Sir, yesterday
I saw in the newspaper—I think it was
either the Indian Express or The Hindu—
that somebody has gone to the U.P. High
Court with a writ petition that retirement
of Rajya Sabha Members cannot take
place all through the year and, according
to the convention and the Constitution,
one-third of the members have to retire
every two years and it should be a
continuous body. According to the wirt
petition, he also wants the Members to
retire by 2nd April. I hope the writ
petition may not be taken up for another
two, three months—till we retire. Other-
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wise, Sir, we will be having two prob-
lems. One of the problems is, we will be
missing another two, three months.
Another serious problem which we will
face is, as the hon. Railway Minister has
said in his speech while presenting the
Railway Budget, the retiring Members
will get their passes only if they complete
their term. So I was worried, Sir, if the
hon. Court decides that the Members
who may have to go by 29th June will
have to go by 2nd April, then I may not
have the opportunity of having a railway
pass which I very much value. But I do
not know how they are going to con-
clude.

Sir, the main point is, after having
come here to the Rajya Sabha about 577
years ago—Il am a Member for the first
time here—I had the good fortune to be
nominated as a Vice-Chairman by the
previous Chairman who is the present
Rashtrapati. For two terms I was a Vice-
Chairman of the House. After I became
my party leader, I have always been
associated with the parties given by the
Chairman of the House whenever he
called us for the Business Advisory Com-
mittee. And more so I value the dinners
he gave when 1 had the opportunity to
meet party leaders as a party leader and
also as a Vice-Chairman I had the oppor-
tunity to meet them. Every session the
party used to be held and the Prime
Minister, whatever may be the constraint
of time—he may have the time or may not
have the time-used to be there and we
always valued this party because this
party is supposed to be held for discus-
sing important business matters. I use to
feel that matters except business mat-
ters used to be discussed in that paty. But
then the most important thing is that we
used to value those parties because we
used to have a personal interaction not
only with the Chairman of the House but
also with the Prime Minister, with the
Leader of the House and the Leader of
the Opposition, and then we had a report
because of those parties.

12.00 NooN

Also the Business Advisory Committee
meetings have given me a lot of inkling
of how the proceedings of the House
have been conducted and all the difficul-
ties that have come in this.
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But, more, so, Sir, as a Member of the
House 1 also value the breakfasts the
honourable Chairman has given me sev-
eral times. It has become a convention
for the honourable Chairman to call the
Members of the Rajya Sabha. I think
many other Members have also enjoyed
them because by turn he calls them either
for breakfast or for tea. Once in a session
he calls us for breakfast or tea. His tea
and breakfast used to be so sumptuous
that I always feel that his catering depart-
ment is confused between a breakfast and
a dinner or a lunch. After the breakfast I
could not even take lunch. That kind of
sumptuous breakfast he wused to give.
More important Sir, is the discussion we
used to have in your house before the
breakfast and during the breakfast, and a
lot of things used to be discussed.

Sir, in your parties we had opportunity
to meet many people, many important
people in the House. As it has been
mentioned, I respect the Members who
have been nominated like Mr. R.K.
Narayan, Mr. Husain, Pt. Ravi Shankar,
Smt. Amrita Pritam. The last three of
them used to be invited along with me.

Whenever I was invited, Mr. Husain
used to come, Pt. Ravi Shankar used to
come and Mrs. Amrita Pritam, the poet,
used to come. We always value their
nomination to the House. We are very
happy that we have been Members of this
House when they were also here.

One point I would like to mention
about nominations by the President to
the Upper House, Rajya Sabha, or nomi-
nations by the Governor to the Legisla-
tive Council. Nomination is for the peo-
ple who do not want to contest, the
people who have been celebrities in their
own way in different fields of life. These
forums should have an opportunity to
have them and to hear them. That is the
principle on which these nominations
have to be done. I had been a Member
of the Legislative Council of Tamil Nadu
for a period of nearly four terms. I do
not want to complain against the Gover-
nor's nomination. It has come into vogue
in the States. Wherever there are Legisla-
tive councils, the nominations have not
been done the way they should be done.
The nominations had been done in those
States only of people who were eminent
in other fields of life, who could contri-
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bute to the discussions in those Houses.
But, later on, what has happened, Sir, is
that the party in power had always re-
commended their senior party members.
I do not know. For various reasons they
cannot come to the House either by
direct election or they want them not to
contest election because they want to get
some thier people by doing election work
for them. Later on, we found that this
nomination had gone almost on party
lines to the Upper Houses of the States.

I do not want to complain about Rajya
Sabha. But here also, sir, there have
been certain occasions, rare occasions,
when members of the parties have also
been given nominations by the President.
I do not want to complain.

Yet, because" the hon. Prime Minister
is here, I want to say that my personal
feeling is that the nomination should
always be given to eminent persons and
not to party people because party people
have got other opportunities to come to
this august House.

Sir, regarding the farewell party which
has been mentioned by the hon.
Member, the hon. leader, we all really
enjoyed the farewell party which was
given in the Annexe about a few days
ago, and we really had an opportunity.
We not only enjoyed the farewell party
and the speeches made by the hon. De-
puty Chairman, but we could see that she
has a brilliant talent. Most probably she
has more brilliant talent in other fields
than even being the Deputy chairman. I
was really suprrised by the way she could
do mimickry as it is called about people
getting party tickets. But then the mimic-
kry not only conveyed her talent but also
conveyed how popular the congress Party
was and how many people are coming to
get tickets from various States. I hope
she will come back. We always valued
her as a Member of this House and also
as the Deputy Chairman.

Sir, I don't want to add more except
saying that from AIADMK Party three of
us are retiring. The hon. leader of the
Telegu Desam Party has said that his
party would be suffering a loss in its
membership. Its five leading Members
are retiring, and only one Member, Mrs.
Renuka Chowdhury has come back. But,
in our Party, because our Party has got a
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government in Tamil Nadu—three of us
may be retiring-—most probably four per-
sons at least will be coming back.

So, we have more opportunity. A lead-
er of a party or a group which has got
only four Members is not officially recog-
nised in this House, sometimes it be-
comes very difficult because we are al-
ways called last. Even a party which has
got only four Members sometimes is not
allowed even to ask clarifications from
the hon. Minister on his statements. But,
Sir, I had to fight a long way to say that
even if we have four Members, we should
be allowed to ask clarifications. After the
elections are over, we hope that we will
be atleast a five Member party, enjoying
the status of a group in this House. If
that takes place I will be very happy.

From Tamil Nadu, another Member
who is retiring is my very valued friend,
Mr. Palaniyandi. We all respect him be-
cause he is one of the leading Members
and is a labour leader from Tamil Nadu.

My colleague from Tamil Nadu, Mr.
Vincent, will also be retiring. It has been
said by the Leader of the Opposition,
Mr. Jaipal Reddy, regarding Mr. Vincent
and Mr. T.R. Balu—another Member has
also mentioned about it—that whenever
Mr. Vincent and T.R. Balu are there,
they are negative and positive poles and
whenever any subject on Tamil Nadu
came up, there was a fight. Sometimes I
used to feel that the Tamil Nadu Assem-
bly itself has come here, because some-
times they talked in Tamil. Many of the
Members did not understand that. Tamil
speeches used to be made, Tamil debates
used to be raised and Tamil arguments
used to be levelled. We really enjoyed it.
I do not know whether Members from
other State enjoyed it or not.

AN HON. MEMBER: What about
Mr. Narayanasamy?

SHRI G. SWAMINATHAN: Mr.
Narayanasamy is already there from Pon-
dicherry. He is not actually from Tamil
Nadu. He will be here because he has
come in recently.

Shrimati Jayanthi Natarajan will also
be retiring. As has been said here, she
has been accommodating herself very
well as a Member here and also as a
Vice-Chairman of the House. I am sure
she will get elected and come back. She
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is one of the very good Members that we
have from Tamil Nadu.

I have moved with many other Mem-
bers. If I am going to talk about them,
maybe I will have to take a long time of
the House, because a number of such
Members are retiring. But talking about a
Member from Telugu Desam, I have
moved with Dr. G. Vijaya Mohan Reddy
and with him I have a close association. I
value him because of his very sober ideas
and thoughts. I hope he will be able to
contribute in his own way. Somebody
said after two years many more Members
from Telugu Desam will be coming here
and we will have many more members
from various other parties. I do not want
to mention their names, except to wish
them well. 1 feel, whether they come
back or do not come back, they will
always contribute to the best of their
ability in their own way in the political
life of the country. Thank you.

SHRI SUBRAMANIAN SWAMY
(Uttar Pradesh): Sir, this occasion is
more like Diwali or Holi where we get an
opportunity to make a speech to remove
whatever little rancour that may be left. I
hope by the time the Members return
and our turn comes to retire, they will
say nicely about us, because from all that
we have seen from the past, Members
who retire do come back. None of them
are of retiring nature. So, the question of
their going away for good does not arise
any more. But I was a little intrigued by
the Leader of the Opposition wishing
some of them return to the Lok Sabha.
In the last four years I have alredy seen
two Lok Sabha elections and it looks as if
in the remaining two years I will have to
see another Lok Sabha election. So, no
other friend will wish any friend to go to
the Lok Sabha. Rajya Sabha obviously is
the best place to come. Also knowing the
level of violence that is taking place, I
think the best thing anybody can wish
any politician today is that he should
come to the Rajya Sabha so that he can
have six years of uninterrupted presence
here.

Sir, some of us are banded together in
the United Parliamentary Group. Mr.
Salaria will be retiring in October. I hope
perhaps by then the Jammu and Kashmir
Assembly elections would take place and
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that he will come back. But we will
certainly miss him because he was one of
the most regular Members, who sat
throughout and had his opinion on a
variety of subjects by way of incisive
comments.

Sardar Jagjit Singh Aurora is another
retiring Member, not to talk about the
retiring nominated Members like Mr.
M.F. Husain and Pt. Ravi Shankar who
have also agreed to be the Members of
this Group.

In fact, M.P. is not a permanent title
but ex-M.P. is a permanent title and that
is one title nobody can take away. Now
that the Railway passes have been made
available, if you are not in Rajya Sabha
or Lok Sabha, at least to the 'Praja
Sabha', to the Central Hall, all of them
will regularly come. With these words, I
wish them all well and hope to see them
soon again.

PROF. SAURIN BHATTACHARYA
(West Bengal): Mr. Chairman, Sir, I
think during the last 15 years, this Parlia-
ment, particularly Rajya Sabha saw that
there is no vested interest either in the
Treasury Benches or in the Opposition.
There have been constant flux. But as it
happened we of the Left, at the Centre
had always been either to the left of the
Chair or in the middle but have been in
the Treasury Benches in our State, West
Bengal. But we have never been
thoroughbred  Treasury  Benches. But
with the Congress here, in spite of their
occasional loss of power they always had
a mind of the ruling party whether in
power or out of power. But this lesson in
the intervening years has been very im-
portant.

One point which you raised. Sir, while
participating in the discussion with force
it should be within Parliamentary prac-
tice. That only showed—I do not know
whether you realised it subse-
quently—that Parlimentary practice is a
very elastic thing. We have come to learn
these things being in the Rajya Sabha for
such a long time, the safe haven of the
Rajya Sabha.

Another point is that you wished
peaceful life to the retiring Members.
The men of politics perhaps, cherish least
of all peaceful life because politics is
something about turmoil that exists in the
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country as a whole. So Mr. Chairman
Sir, I would otherwise fully associate
with the sentiments expressed on all our
behalf by yourself and by other leaders
who spoke before me.

Sir, my only misfortune is two of my
neighbours, that is , Gen. Jagjit Singh
Aurora and Mr. Vincent arc retiring.
When I was speaking about it to Gen.
Aurora, I told him "Perhaps, Mr. Vin-
cent may come back but I do not know
about you". He said: "I Spend my time
usefully." That is perhaps the most im-
portant thing, how we spend our time. I
think the retiring Members will all spend
their time usefully. But Gen. Aurora
said that they are not retiring from life.
That is the mission of their life which is
not confined just to this House or that
House of Parliament. I wish them all
success in their mission of life. Thank
you Mr. Chairman.

SHRI N.K.P. SALVE (Maharashtra):
Mr. Chairman, Sir, it is my privilege to
associate myself with the very noble sen-
timents which have been expressed by
you and by various leaders of the Op-
position on this very auspicious day. In
fact, the noble sentiments manifest a
sense of camaraderie and bondage bet-
ween the Members which is the true
relationship between them. One has to
be just outside this Chamber and then
realise the amount of cordiality and fel-
lowship which exists between the Mem-
bers of this august House. Sometimes,
people sitting in press gallery try to
portray a picture which is wholly falla-
cious. What we speak in Parliament ab-
out what we think of a person may be
contrary to what our relations may be.
Sir, once it was very amusing. One day,
Mr. Jethmalani came up to this place
when the House had adjuourncd and
said something to me. As is my habit—
sometimes, [ pull up my sleeves—1 pul-
led up my sleeves. And the next day, it
was in the House that I was going to be
at the throat of Mr. Ram Jethmalani.
Not very fair. Sir. Even Mr. Ratanakar
Pandey, in one of his memorable
speeches, shed tears for the Plight of
Mr. Ram Jethmalani when he visited the
House of Mr. Chandra Shekhar. His
shirt, Mr. Ram Jethmalani's shirt, was
torn, his wunderwears were torn, his
undergarments were torn. And one
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person who was extremely anguished was
Mr. Ratnakar Pandey and he expressed
his anguish on the floor of the House.

Sir, we are all legal tenders in politics,
who are Members of this House. Some
of us go out and some of us remain in
circulation. In economics, there is the
law of Gresham. Gresham was a great
authority on monetary matters. He laid
down a law that if sub-standard coins
and standard coins are put in circulation,
only the sub-standard coins remain in
circulation. The bad money drives away
the good money. Twice I have come
back.

SHRI MURASOLI MARAN: What
docs it mean?

SHRI N.K.P. SALVE: Well, what it
means is obvious. Therefore, for those
who will not remain in circulation, I
want to assure them that they are the
real legal tenders and there is ample
scope for them to be doing things in the
remainder of their public life outside
Parliament. And one never knows how
long they are likely to remain out. I am
not in agreement with Mr. Jaipal Reddy
when he says that they will go to Lok
Sabha. Having remained in this House
which is so durable, do you want to get
into there? This is a beautiful House. I
had been there. I have been here. And,
certainly, I think this House is beautiful.

I will be very sorry if Mr. Gurupadas-
wamy does not come back to the House.
Sir, as the leader of the Opposion, he
scaled dizzy heights of restraint, of re-
sponsibility and great parliamentary skill.
His performance as the Leader of the
Opposition almost matched the perform-
ance of the Leader of the Congress Par-
ty when we were in the Opposition. It
was as good. Then, he became the Lead-
er of the House. As the Leader of the
House, he was speaking one day.l had
to remind him, "For God's sake, you are
not sitting on this side. You arc sitting
on the other side". He was certainly
aware. He has been a very noble
Member of this House like many others
who arc retiring.

Sir, I listened to the senior leader Mr.
Samar Mukherjee and 1 appreciate his
regrets that the word "imperialism" is not
to be heard. Sir. a great shock will await
us when, after some time, nobody will
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utter the word 'communism' also. I hope
both 'imperialism' and 'communism' are
something which will remain things of
historical importance to all of us.

Mrs. Renuka Chowdhury and Mrs.
Jayanthi Natarajan have quite some com-
mon attributes. They made debates very
lively, continuously lively. So far as the
Members of the Anna DMK or the DMK
are concerned, I have only one request to
make. I hope all of them do come back.
But if they do not come back, they do
send Members who will keep alive the
liveliness in the House between the two
of them. Cordial relationship between the
ADMK and the DMK is a matter of
great importance to us. Otherwise, many
of us would be asleep in the House.

SHRI MURASOLI MARAN: It is
very important for the Congress.

SHRI N.K.P. SALVE: Yes, it is very
important for the Congress.

So far as Ravi Shankarji, Mr. Narayan,
Mr. M.F. Husain and Shrimati Amrita
Pritam are concerned, they are legendary
figures in their own right. We have been
greatly honoured, this House has been
greatly honoured by their presence and
we will miss them. We wish them all well
and we wish all others well who are likely
to go out and will be away from us. But I
have a very very strong sentiment on this
issue and it is, wherever we are, once we
have been comrades here, wherever we
are, we will always be the same whether
we are Members or not Members.
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DR. (SHRIMATI) NAJMA HEPTUL-
LA (Maharashtra): Thank you, Mr.
Chairman, Sir. Perhaps, this is the third
time that I am making my speech from
here. (Interruptions). No, not the farewell
because I made my farewell from therQ, in
1986 and came back. I spoke from here
when I was elected in 1985, then when I
was elected in 1988 and today, I am
speaking from here. Sir, when I look at
you at the strike of the mid-day hour, I
only have to look that I have to occupy
that Chair which is being graced by the
eminent people like you and your pre-
decessors before and we know what hap-
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pens at that time. Our Members very
nicely had converted 'one' into 'zero'. I
do not know whatever the eminent scien-
tists will have to say about that and it was
mentioned by my benchmate and the
Leader of the Opposition, Shri S. Jaipal
Reddy.

Sir, I was not planning to speak really
but I think, this is a rare occasion for me
to speak. Generally, Sir, I make others
not to speak and today is one of those
fortunate days when all the bells are
quiet and however long anybody speaks,
you will never ring the bell and I am not
there to hit the gavel on the table which I
think, might be having top many dents on
it. It has been a rare pleasure to be a
Member of this House for two terms and
to be a colleague of all those Members
here; some of them have been here
before, they left us for some time and
came back again and it has really been a
great opportunity and I mean it, includ-
ing the Zero Hour. It was a pleasure to
be on this Chair and sometimes when the
House was quiet, which was a very rare
decasion, I almost fell asleep. I used to
pinch myself to keep my eyes open be-
cause I think, I am quite used to some
kind of less silence in the House. I won't
use the word 'moise' because I think, it
will be unparliamentary. It was very kind
of some of our hon. Members to have
said nice things about me. I wish they
will continue it when you leave this Chair
after we bid farewell to each other and I
occupy again the Chair.

At least Mr. Ahluwalia, Dr. Ratnakar
Pandey, Shrimati Jayanthi Natarajan and
some others, who are supposedly retiring
in June. We are going to come back for
the next part of this Budget Session.
After the recess when we meet again, I
hope, you will remember that you have
today paid great tributes to all of us and
we will keep it up in our next part of the
Session. It has been a great experience to
be on this Chair and to listen to the view-
points of various Members. It is very true
that though we belong to different politi-
cal ideologies, different political parties,
represent different interests in our lives,
when we are outside this House, we all
are one. We think for the country and we
think for the welfare of the people.
Specially in this House, as a woman
Member of Parliament, I would say that
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there have been many occasions where
there have been issues raised about the
plight of women cutting across party li-
nes. I must say—the leaders of various
political parties are there and the Prime
Minister is there—that the House would
not be the same because many women
Members are retiring this time—I think,
the maximum number of women arc
retiring. Some names have not been men-
tioned, I would say Mrs. Bijoya Chak-
ravarty; Kumari Sayeeda Khatun, Kumari
Alia, Kumari Sushila Tiria, Mrs. Jayanthi
Natarajan and myself. We are happy that
Mrs. Margaret Alva has come back and
we hope that there will be women replac-
ing those women who are retiring or they
will come back. If they do not, for any
reason, there would be other women
coming from various political parties. I
hope other Members don't mind my say-
ing so because they have been very con-
scious, they have always been very con-
scious participants. Mrs. Bijoya Chak-
ravarty used to be very active. Sometimes
she is the lone Member who could over-
power everybody. As for as some Mem-
bers arc concerned, sometimes their
looks are very deceiving. I never knew
that behind Mr. Murasoli Maran's sober
face there is a hidden treasure of a sense
of humour because most of the times he
is very serious. As far as DMK, Anna
DMK, Congress and Mr. Narayanasamy
are concerned, [ think, that is why the
Secretariat has spread them in the House.
Whenever there is a mention of States
beyond Andhra Pradesh—I don't know
from where, from different channels
—there is one voice from here, another
from there and a third from there and
they all become one. I rememeber only
one occasion when all the voices were
one in favour unanimously. Otherwise,
sometimes I really don't know who is
speaking and what. There was one occa-
sion when somebody was angered and
they converted their speech into Tamil. I
am trying to learn Tamil language so that
if T have to come back again and I have
to listen to them I would be able to
understand it.. There was a complaint by
a Member that some unparliamentary
word was used. I said, "if it is translated
then I can remove it from the record".

Sir, these are the lighter points. But I
say it has been a pleasure to be a
Member of this House and whether we
come back or we don't come back we
would all be working for better causes in
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life and for the country. I wish all my
colleagues who will remain here the best
and all my. colleagues who arc going to
retire the very best. The only difference
would be, Sir, that it would be only up to
the inner lobby that they can come. It is
only a matter of a few yards. They can
always look through the doors and see
what is happening; it is not a very big
deal.

I thank you very much. Sir, for giving
me, specially in the Chair, all your co-
operation and help, and the Secretariat
and everybody else and specially all the
Members. 1 really enjoyed the so-called
Zero Hour, but please let us dispense
with it today. Thank you.

SHRI SHABBIR AHMAD SALARIA
(Jammu and Kashmir): Mr. Chairman.
Sir, I must thank you for having afforded
me this opportunity to express my senti-
ments at this time. I have been in this
House not for the full term but I happen
to be a Member who came in-between. 1
belong to Jammu and Kashmir, a State
regarding which Gandhiji said, "holds the
roshni ki kiran" during the great turmoil
that followed the division of our country
in 1947. The State held and holds the
banner of secularism for which my party
in particular has been a target for some
years now. We withstood it and Allah
willing truth will prevail. As a Member of
this House I have learnt a lot from the
hon. Members and all of them have been
and are men of parts and vision.

I look forward to benefit from their
teachings and from what I learnt from
them. Their voice of reason, their de-
bates and their knowledge which they
brought to this House had added to my
knowledge which will be a great source of
help for me, wherever I may be. The
melodious nightingale of this House,
Shrimati Najma Heptulla, of whom I had
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heard but never known, 1 had occasions
to see and to appear before her but not
to come too near her during the time I
had been here. In any case I will sing
with the Urdu poet who says

¥[ 1 Transliteration in Arabic script.
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As regard the state of our country, I
wouldsav
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A large section of our people, those
who fought for a united and prosperous'
India, those who sacrificed for it, those
who worked for it, have got disillusioned.
It is lamentable that they have to feel
otherwise. They have been disillusioned.
There arc mistakes, colossal mistakes,
which have been committed and which
have led to this state of affairs that today
this great country, this great civilization is
faced with. There arc insurmountable
problems and problems of separatism. It
is now our task to win those sections of
the society who have got disillusioned.
They may have their reasons. But it is
our duty, it is the duty of this House, it is
the duty of everybody to sec that reason
prevails and they arc reassured that the
values of democracy, the principles of
secularism, the principles of socialism will
be followed in India not only in words
but also in deeds. In 1965 people came to
Jammu and Kashmir with arms. Volun-
teers came from across the line. They
were not welcomed. Only 27 years have
passed. Now the people from the State of
Jammu and Kashmir have started getting
arms and fighting. We must have intro-
spection. We must sec, what happened
during this interregnum, so that those
who in 1947 said, "nothing doing", to the
partition of the country on religions basis,
those who in 1965 scorned all offers,
have, after 27 years been driven to such
an amount of disillusionment that we are
faced with the present situation. There-
fore, I would like to submit that it is not
only the time for parting but the time
when we must have introspection. In
India secularism is the corner-stone of
our politics. If secularism is weakened,
India is weakened. Therefore, I would
request that no political party should do
anything which may harm secularism in
India and that all sections of the society,
minorities, lower castes and poorer sec-
tions of the society must be reassured
that India is their home as much as it is

FTransliteration in Arabic script.
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of any other section of our society or as
much as it is that of the rich. We need to
improve the lot of the poorer sections of
our society. We need to reassure our
minorities in India that in India they have
a secure future and prosperity awaits
them. I would say that relationship bet-
ween the various communities—the major
communities in India are the Hindus and
the Muslims—should be.
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As regards socialism, our socialism has
to assure the deprived people of India a
secure future. Unemployment should be
banished and we should see an India in
which as Gandhiji said, "Every tear is
wiped from every eye." Last but not the
least, I would submit that this is a parting
and partings are painful. Though I am
going from this House in October,
though there are dim chances of my
returning in  the  present  turmoil,
nevertheless 1 would say, to meet, to
know, to love and then to part is the sad
tale of many a human heart.
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SHRI RAJ MOHAN GANDHI (Uttar
Pradesh): Mr. Chairman, my hon. collea-
gue, Shri Subramanian Swamy, referred
to the opporunity that the Ex-Members
of Parliament may have of travelling
without tickets on the trains. The other
day, when I was, as a sitting Member of
Parliament, travelling by train, a man
who discovered that I was a Member of
Parliament, asked me this...

¥ A O WA [P AW &
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I say this, Mr. Chairman, because I
feel that we in this House need to under-
stand what the people of our country are
thinking about the politicians of our
country. My leader, Shri Jaipal Reddy,
referred to the political segment of India
as the dynamo of Indian democracy. Mr.
Chairman, this is a very good time for us
to see that this dynamo is a disappointing
dynamo, a disillusioning dynamo and a
dynamo in disrepair. And since this is a
moment when we are in a receptive
frame of mind, I would like to submit for
the consideration of the House and of the
Chairman two or three very humble sug-
gestions. Firstly, can we agree, all of us
together, that during the Question Hour
we will restrict ourselves only to a ques-
tion or a supplementary of thirty seconds
and not have any preface? Secondly, can
we all agree that our questions for clarifi-
cation will not exceed two minutes? And
thirdly, — and this perhaps is the most
important of all — can we all agree that
even when someone is saying something
which is totally opposed to our viewpoint,
we will patiently listen to that honourable
colleague? (Interruptions) Mr. Chairman,
recently at a symposium in Japan a
Japanese gentleman said to me: "I have
been attending seminars all the world
over, international seminars. The chair-
man at an international seminar has two
difficult tasks: one is to persuade the shy
Japanese delegate to speak, and the sec-
ond is to persuade the Indian delegate to
conclude his speech." This may be an
amusing story. Mr. Chairman, I would
submit that what the people of India see
is not the harmony of the farewell hour
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or the camaraderie of the Central Hall.
What the people of India see are the
proceedings of this Chamber. And I beg
of my colleagues who have shown me and
all those retiring Members of Parliament
such great warmth and friendship in the
Lobby, in the Central Hall, I beg of my
honourable colleagues, that our dynamo
is under critical scrutiny and if we do not
now sit back and repair the dynamo, we
will be known as the discarded dynamo.
And finally, let me express my most
serious concern — Can we with our
hands on our hearts say, whether it is
Kashmir or Punjab or Assam or the
economy or Jharkhand or Andhra Prad-
esh, that we are able to discuss these
tremendous questions soberly and ma-
turely as a committee, as a small group?
We take our" positions, we have our
immediate reactions, we have our party
lines, but do we have a considered view
after a free and frank exchange? I thank
you, Mr. Chairman, for being in the
Chair and listening for the 'first time to
what I have had to say in this Chamber. I
thank everyone for his kind words to all
of us retiring Members of Parliament. I
express my gratitude and, of course, I
also express my regrets if in any manner I
have hurt feelings at any stage.

SHRI KHYOMO LOTH A (Nagaland):
Mr. Chairman, I am extremely grateful to
you for giving me this opportunity to
have my last say. Sir, when I came to the
Rajya Sabha in the year 1974, I was
perhaps one of the youngest Members at
that time to enter the House of Elders
and when I was growing to be an Elder, I
retired at the age of 40! I never expected
to come back. But, God willing, and with
the blessings of my beloved leader, the
late Rajivji, I was able to come back after
a gap of 9 years in 1989. I was preceded
by two former Chief Ministers, Mr.
Hokishe Sema and Mr. S.C. Jamir and I
am being replaced by another Chief
Minister, Mr. Vizol.

Sir, I am happy that I have been here
for the second time and, as you know, I
have spoken less and I tried to be brief
all the time because I learnt more by
listening to the eloquent speeches,
learned speeches, of my senior colleagues
here. I have not learnt from trying to
speak, but I have learnt much more by
listening to the various speakers on vari-
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ous subjects. I also tried to be attentive
because I know that I will not be here for
ever, but will have to go back to my
State one day or the other and, so, I
must acquire knowledge and experience
so that I am able to become a useful
citizen and a social worker as I used to
be in my State and amongst my people.
One thing I must say here, Sir. Ac-
cording to the tribal traditions, when we
quarrel, when we engage ourselves in
verbal quarrels, and start heated argu-
ment with each other, we challenge the
other saying, "You come out and fight".
But here when we are angry, we quarrel,
but when we go out into the Lobby, we
calm down and are friendly. We quarrel
here, the Opposition and the Treasury
Benches, as if we are about to fight with
each other. But when we go to the
Lobby, we hug each other, we shake
hands with each other and we smile at
each other. This tradition must be shown
to the terrorists who are fighting in the
North-East, in Punjab and in the Kashmir
Valley, and it must be shown to them
that India is really having a secular ap-
proach and in spite of the turbulence
through which we have passed during the
'seventies—during 1974-84', 1 have seen
and we all have experienced it—and even
after the assassination of Rajiv Gandhiji,
in spite of all the differences, in spite of
the party differences, and in spite of the
differences of caste and religion, we all,
all the people, were able to stand to-
gether and prove to the world that India
is a great country.

Sir, I thank you especially for the
fellowship I had with you and for your
fatherly treatment. I thank all the other
leaders also because I have gained much
from their speeches. I am thankful for
the guidance from our Prime Minister
and even the Finance Minister who have
always been leading us, not only with
their learned speeches, but also in a very
humorous and very gracious way. So, I
thank all my colleagues here, especially
the Chair and the Deputy Chairman also.
In spite of her strict control, she had
been kind to us. But, as a person coming
from the North-East and representing a
small State, as a minority, I want to
plead for one thing. We have only one
Member in the Rajya Sabha or in the
Lok Sabha, and so also the other few
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States. So, sometimes we get lost in this
mainstream. So, I feel that now that I am going, I
must plead for my other friends. Otherwise, 1
would be considered to be selfish if I speak here
only for myself. My plea is with regard to the
house allotment. We have got many guests to visit
us from distant places, from far off places. And
we do not get a proper house for our members
here. In other matters also I feel—the Leader of
the House is here—they should take care of
members, whichever party they may be
representing. These steps must be taken.

Thank you. Sir.

SHRIMATI BUOYA CHAKRAVAR
TY (Assam): Sir, it is a glorious privilege to be a
Member of this House and to have such great
politicians and scholars as colleagues. Sir, I do
not want to be a retired person because I want to
participate in the process of nation-building.

Sir, the word parting' is very painful, which we
do not want to hear, Sir, during my tenure of six
years, the moment 1 sat in the House I enjoyed
every moment the great, warm friendship and
sense of cooperation from all the colleagues
whether they belong to Congress Party or any
other. But it is a fact that I got great love and
affection from each and every Member. And
when the Hon. Chairman graces the Chair, 1 feel
it is really heavenly. Sometimes I feel that an
indulgent father is sitting there. 1 always deem it
a great regard to get an invitation from the hon,
Chairman and the few moments I spent there and
I waited for him I enjoyed a lot. And when
Najmaji was in the Chair and when in the Zero
Houi we did some mischief, it reminds me of an
ex Vice-Chairman of Benaras Hindu University—
I was a student there—when he was cautiously
looking at the students with a rod in his hand but a
glow of smile glittering across his face. And I feel
the same when Najmaji was in the Chair. She is a
spring of laughter, spring of music and it is
difficult to resist

Sir, 1 must say one word regarding Desaiji.
When we visited Port Blair, I felt his brotherly
affection when he cautiously told me not do this,
not to do that, I was very much careful because I
always wanted to do some mischief.
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Lastly, Sir, I want to say that 1 cannot collect
much from the House. 1 could simply collect
some pebbles on the shore; I cannot dive deep into
the 'sea’ to collect pearls. But whatever I collected
will be glittering in my life and will be sufficient
to get me going in my life.
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THE PRIME MINISTER (SHRI P.V.
NARASIMHA RAO) : Mr. Chairman,
Sir, I rise to associate myself with the
noble sentiments, friendly sentiments ex-
pressed by all my colleagues on this
rather sad occasion when we are bidding
farewell to the retiring Members. Per-
sonally also I would like to bid farewell
to those who are retiring except those
who have already disqualified themselves
from a farewell by coming back to the
House. We want them to come back, as
many as can come back. In fact, Sir, the
subtlety and wisdom of our civilization
which reflects in our languages, clearly
testifies to the fact that we do not accept
that any one goes, there is no going. In
many of the Indian languages, when a
person is taking leave, he does not say, I
am going. In Telugu they say vasta,
means I am coming. Actually he is go-
ing, but he says, he is coming. The same
in Marathi. In some languages it is "I go
and come—poyosta." This really shows
that in our way of thinking there is
nothing like going. This is a wheel. Time
is a wheel, life is a wheel. The same
point goes up, the same point comes
down only to go up again. So I am sure
that those who are leaving this House
for the time being will not be retiring for
good. There is no question of any one of
us retiring because in this country poli-
tics is not a profession. It is an act of
faith, it is an act of service. That is what
Mahatma Gandhi taught us and that is
what we have not altogether forgotten,
not completely in any case and, prob-
ably, one more generation will still be
left with the remnants of that memory.

None of us, I am sure, has planned a
political career—not me, at all. None of
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us, I could say, has planned a political
career. We came here, we were thrown
up at a time when it was a privilege to
get into the freedom struggle, not for any
office that we had anticipated at that time
or could have anticipated at that time but
because we just could not keep out.
Many of us were brilliant students. If we
had continued in the colleges, if we had
continued to study and served under
those undemocratic Governments, there
was nothing which was out of our reach.
We left all that because the cause was
greater than the benefit which was beck-
oning to us right then. So there is some
element of indelible patriotism in the
politics of India. That is how we come to
these Houses. We go back, but after
going back there is no question of our
resiling from our duty—and we come
here as a part of that duty. This is not a
destination for us. This is only a padao, a
temporary camp, where we come for five
years, six years, and go back. In that
eternal journey, eternal so far as human
life can make it, the journey is of service
to the people.

I have worked with many Members
here, many Members in the State Legisla-
ture, many, many Members in the Lok
Sabha. I have seen this that every one,
after all the acrimonious debates, tends
to think of the people, tends to think of
the country, and that is the bottomline
here. That continues to be the bottomline
in Indian politics. I am proud of it. We
are not afraid of facing anyone because
he has money power, muscle power. We
are not brought up in that tradition. We
may accuse each other, that is a different
matter; that is only a part of the debate.
But no one believes that any Indian
would not stand for India when the time
comes. So this is the greatness of democ-
racy in India, not because it is only as old
as Indian independence but because it is
thousands of years old. It has been in-
grained in the lives of the people, in the
thinking of the people, in the philosophy
of the people. Therefore, I think that we
have to work together, we will continue
to work together.

Those who come back are welcome,
will be welcome. Of course, Members
like Najmaji will have to choose whether
they want a nice, good, emotional, tear-
ful farewell or a disqualification from
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farewell which she has had already, twice
or thrice. Sir, I am happy in a way that
this House does not end. There is no
termination of" this House. Every two
years life renews. The House gets re-
plenished, and this is something which
again conforms to Indian philosophy, that
there is no such thing as end because it is
only the beginning of another cycle. And
this House has something very profound
in this. Of course, I regret still that I
could never be a Member of this House,
and I envy so much those who could be
my sons and are still Members of this
House. I envy Mr. Jaipal Reddy very
much.

I am grateful to the Members who
have shown me so much affection, so
much affection in spite of everything. The
parliamentary life has been very very
kind to me, unusually kind to me in my
life. Members are very much opposed to
policies, may be the actions taken by me
from time to time because 30 years wield-
ing power is a long enough time. If I
have not committed as many mistakes as
I otherwise could have, it is because of
their co-operation. Those Members came
to me and told me that this was likely to
be a mistake. I gratefully accepted their
advice. Wherever 1 accepted such an
advice, I could avoid those mistakes. This
has to be the interaction between the
Government and the friends of the Gov-
ernment.

There are no foes of any government.
There are no enemies in a democracy.
They are opponents. They are opponents
because they are just wanting to change
places. They are rivals. They are asking
for the same things. T mlg B yes,
to that extent opposition is allowed. So
from that point of view, I have not found
any difference between Members belong-
ing to any one party and any other party.
We have all worked together, we will
work together and we will continue. So,
help us, God.

I wish all the best to those who arc
retiring. Those who will come back, will
be welcome.

IO S0
Thank you, Sir.

DR. RAJA RAMANNA (Uttar Prad-
esh): Mr. Chairman, Sir, perhaps, I am
at a disadvantage in saying farewell to
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everybody especially after the Prime
Minister's speech.

It has been my experience here that
people are classified into two sections—
the senior ones and the junior ones, but I
have never found out where I actually
come because I became a politician or
became a Member of Parliament only a
few days ago, but, at the same time, they
permitted me, because I have grey hair,
to be somewhere in between. However,
Sir, I would try to speak like a senior
politician only because I have an experi-
ence which many people do not have,
and that is that I have sat practically in
every sector of Parliament though being
in the same party. I was right in front as
a Member of the Government, and we
shifted further. Now we have come here,
and in a few months I still have, we will
be shifting again. So, I have a lot of
experience of seeing Parliament from all
sides.

The Deputy Chairman who graciously
used to look after us, referred to scien-
tists.

1 would like to refer to a little advice
given by our great Scientist, Prof. C.V.
Raman, about speaking on such matters.
He said: Don't use the microphone;
speak as loudly as you can. That advice
has been very good to me as a Member
of Parliament, because even with the
microphone it sometimes was not loud
enough. It was a good education and
good experience.

The second one has let me down a bit.
He used to say: If you cannot pass on
your information in five minutes, even if
I give you two hours you will not be able
to do it. Here I have learnt that on this I
was at disadvantage, because people like
to say for a long time what they can say
in two minutes and it has an effect in the
end because some people can rest a bit.
However, these are what the great man
said and so, when we, who are at scien-
tific  platform come and see the
camaraderie that takes place after a very
severe debate and noisy debate, where
people are about to call each other worse
than unparliamentary names, but they
restrain themselves. Among the scientisits
it is different. If there is a difference of
opinion in the ninth decimal place of
measurement, they will stop speaking to
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each other. Not only that, one of them
will go away to America even saying "I
do not want to stay with this man." This
is, of course, not the case with Prof.
Menon, who is next to me. That is
because we have slightly different fields
of activity though, of course, we have
overlapped in the same kinds of experi-
ments. But it still shows you the great
difference that exists between a scientific
approach and the political approach. The
scientific approach says if something is
not true, it must be false, whereas in the
political approach, it may be false, it may
be true and you have a very large grey
area which can be either true or false. In
that  process the friendship and
camaraderie grows and in a very big way.

Sir, I have no intention of criticising all
the things that have been happening in
the House. It has been my privilege to be
associated with how this great country is
governed. Mr. Raj Mohan Gandhi made
some remarks, but then, he has the
authority of both Mr. Gandhi and Mr.
Rajagopalachari. I have none. But I will
merely say, what the Prime Minister just
mentioned, that beyond all of us there is
an India. I have seen some very difficult
situations in the House and in the coun-
try. Having merely the same span of
years is not quite so much as the Prime
Minister himself said. He mentioned in
my farewell speech, when I was Secretary
to the Government of India many things
that we have gone through in the last 40
years. You can say farewell to everybody
in the same House, where people like
Pandit Ji and Sardar Patel spoke. I had
seen them speaking from the Gallery
when I was a young man. I shall always
remember them speaking in the House.

I would also like to express my
gratitude to you, Sir, as Chairman of this
House. I have known you for a long time
as a highly cultured and deeply learned
man. I would like to express my gratitude
for the kindness and courtesy you expre-
ssed at all stages.

I cannot but make an apology to the
Deputy Chairman, our gracious lady, be-
cause she sometimes has the way of
saying: sit down' and then say ‘please’
much later afterwords. That is why prob-
ably you have not noticed that when we
had to shout in Parliament, becasue we
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get excited, I always sat and shouted, so
that she never has to say sit down'. I
once again express to her my respects.
She has made the Rajya Sabha into a
lively one. We arc supposed to be elderly
people, very calm and quiet, but we are
certainly a vigorous people. I think that is
a very good sign for the country.

Sir, T know the lateness of the hour.
So, 1 thank you very much for giving me
the opportunity to speak and I express
my gratitude to all my colleagues who
have been such good friends of mine.
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DR. G. VIJAYA MOHAN REDDY
(Andhra Pradesh): Mr. Chairman, Sir, I
am thankful for all the good words which
have been expressed by our hon.
colleagues. We the retiring Members hold
these expressions very near to our heart
and keep the memories of our life in
Parliament as a unique chapter in our
experience.

I have to state certain things here even
though it is the last day. "Imperialism"

[1 APRIL 1992]

Retiring Members 50

has been there for generations and our
freedom fighters fought against it. That is
why it is in our blood. We shall have to
fight against it continuously. It has done
damage not only to this country but to
many of the countries in the world.

I also want to state the biggest and the
best friend of our country was the
erstwhile Soviet Union. There are no two
opinions about it. When no other country
came to our help, it was the Soviet Union
which stood by wus in our efforts for
industrialisation, for our progress and for
our Defence purpose. Let us not forget
these things.

I also want to state that imperialism
cannot be equated with communism.
Communism is the idea of resurgence of
man. It may have temporary difficulty
but it is a great experiment that has been
conducted in the 20th century. It has got
a great future in the coming years.

These are the things which I wanted to
express. Without these ideas we could
not have existed. It is those ideas which
have united us. It is that philosophy that
has given us life to stay and fight back.

I thank all the colleagues for their kind
words expressed here. With some of the
colleagues I have been at loggerheads but
they were our biggest partners. Every day
I used to fight with Mr. Ahluwalia. But
whenever there was an oppurtunity, I
used to drop at his house. Over a cup of
tea, we used to have very hearty
discussions. So also with all our friends,
absolutely. There may be  some
differences. But differences do come
when we are in the quest of great things.
That is why, Sir, I want to say, on behalf
of all the retiring Members, that we will
be with you in your endeavours to make
India big; we will be with you in all your
efforts to achieve great things. And we
will also meet you often. Just like other
friends, I would also use the Russian
term because even now, I hold the
friendship with the Soviet Union as a
very great happening in our country's
history. Even when we were fighting for
freedom, when the Russian Revolution
succeeded, the Indian freedom fighters
welcomed the victory of the Soviet
Revolution. So, to say we will meet
again, I use the Russian term
"Dasvidania".



51 Re. Resignation of

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, the House is
adjourned to meet again at 2.30 P.M.

The House then adjourned for
lunch at thirty-one minutes past
one of the clock.

The House reassembled after lunch at
thirty-three minutes past two of the
clock, The Vice-Chairman (Shri Shankar
Dayal Singh) in the Chair.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN
SHANKAR DAYAL SINGH):
Mentions.

(SHRI
Special

RE: RESIGNATION OF EXTERNAL
AFFAIRS MINISTER
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SHRI GURUDAS DAS GUPTA
(West Bengal): Let me supplement it.
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SHRIMATI JAYANTHI
NATARAJAN (Tamil Nadu): Sir, we
cannot have everything like this. What is
this? (Interruptions)...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
SHANKAR DAYAL SINGH): I am not
going to allow a debate on it
(Interruptions)...

SHRIMATI JAYANTHI
NATARAJAN: Sir, how can you allow
this? (Interruptions)...! am on a point of
order. (Interruptions)...! am on a point of
order. (Interruptions)...
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SHRIMATI JAYANTHI
NATARAJAN: This is a matter which
has been raised day before yesterday. We
have already spent a great deal of time
on this matter yesterday and day before
yesterday." "Whatever the hon. Members
had to say on the matter has been said
and the Home Minister has said whatever
he had to say. I want to know under
what provision you are allowing this.
(Interruptions)...Let me raise my point of
order. (Interruptions)...

SHRI JAGDISH PRASAD
MATHUR: There is no point of order.
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SHRIMATI JAYANTHI
NATARAJAN: Sir, we have to take up
the Special Mentions. I want to know
under what rule you are going to allow
this. If the Members start a new debate
there should be no end to this.
(Interruptions)... 1 want to know under
what rule you are going to allow this? Is
it a debate? Is it a Calling Attention?
(Interruptions)...

SHRI V. GOPALSAMY  (Tamil
Nadu): This is a very serious matter.
(Interruptions)...

SHRIMATI JAYANTHI
NATARAJAN: I want to know under
what rule you, are allowing this.
(Interruptions)...Then you allow all the



