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MR. CHAIRMAN : You are not putting any
control at the present moment.

SHRI BALRAM JAKHAR : There is no
control whatsoever at the moment.

SHRI SOMPAL : They impose control
whenever they like. That is our objection. Why
should it be done only agricultural produce ?
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: want to make it clear that any interrup-
tion need not bz replied to byt Minister.
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SHRI SANTOSH KUMAR SAHU : Sir, may
I know, through you, from the hon. Minister
whether any in depth study has been made by
this Government, because milk is a very
important, essential item for the people, to
reduce the cost of management and supply so
that prices can be kept at a reasonable level.
Second, has the Government made adequate
plans in the 8th Five Year Plan to increase the
supply of milk as milk is in short supply in Delhi
as reported in press ? Third, is there any proposal
to transfer the Delhi Milk Scheme to Delhi
Administration ?

SHRI K. C. LENKA : Sir, we have already
minimised the administrative cost of the Delhi
Milk Scheme. So far as communication,
transporation and other things are concerned,
we have minimised their costs. The second
point is, the suggestions given by the hon.
Member is a good suggestion and the
Government will consider as to whether it could
be transferred to the Delhi Administration or
not.
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THE MINISTER OF HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT (SHRI
ARJUN SINGH) : (a) to (c) A statement is laid
on the Table of the House.

Statement

(a) to (c¢) According to the information
furnished by Indian Council of Social Science
Research, about 15% of its total expenditure is
spent on salary and allowances of its officers
and staff. The Council incurred average annual
expenditure of about Rs. 108 lakhs on salary,
allowances and travel and about Rs. 490 lakhs
on research programmes during the last three
years. Consistent with Government instructions
on economy, the Council has exercised utmost
restraint in filling up new posts, and also made
efforts to reduce other administrative costs.

SARDAR JAGIIT SINGH AURORA : Sir,
through you, I would like to draw the attention
of the Minister of Human Resource
Development to a news item published in The
Hindu of 3rd January, 1992 about the ICSSR,
which has referred to it as a white elephant. I
was hoping that the Ministry would have seen
this news item and gone into the charges
levelled against this institution. The statement
which is laid on the Table, however, is brief and
dixloses nothing. Therefore, I doubt whether
they are looking into these charges. My first
supplementary is, what type of research is being
conducted, how many fellows have been
appointed, how many flelows are working at
present andvhat is the duration of this
fellowship ? 'Also, I would like to know
whether the) fellows complete their entire tenure
at one stretch and submit their project for which
they are appointed. I would like the Minister
to answer

this supplementary first.

SHRI ARJUN SINGH : Sir, I can supply the
number of fellows appointed to the hon.
Member later.

SARDAR JAGIIT SINGH AURORA:
For the last three years.

SHRI ARJUN SINGH : Yes, I will give you
the information for the last three years. As for
the subjects in which the research is being done,
we have research in areas like support to
publications, archives, research institutions.
They deal mostly with the issues concerning a
griculture, rural development, industrial
restructure and so on. It has a wide spectrum of
subjects—agriculture,  rural  development,
industrial restructure, m-oome distibution,
poverty, ecology, environmental, social, cultural
institutions aad their developsaent.
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SARDAR JAGITT SINGH AURORA: Sir,
my second supplementary is, in the la:t three
years, how many fellow: have failed to
complete their tenure ? If: there any penalty for
not completing their project ? How many
projects have been completed during the last
three years ? Are these projects report:
published 7 If not, what are the reasons for not
doiny so ?

SHRI ARJUN SINGH : Sir, I will supply
this information to the hon. Member.
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The annual statement submitted by the
Council reveals that about Rs. 1.5 crores
out of a total of Rs. 7 crore? received
grant annually goes towards the expen
diture on research grants and research
fellowships. The purpose of this que:tion
was : Are we spending more money to
conduct the research ? The annual
statement of accounts suggests that about
85+ of the total amount is being sr>ent on
the maintenance of the organisation and
a small amount, that is. only 15y is
being spent on research. This is the out
come of th? annual statement of accounts-
which the Council ha-, revealed But
the Minister's reply is just otherwise

MR. CHAIRMAN

R MA! Please put your
question. Make it crisp.

DR. JINENDRA KUMAR JAIN e This is a
question : Is it so that only Is"/ of the money of
the Council i; beinS spent on research grants
and 85 % of the money is being <:pent on
maintaining the whole structure of the Council
9

SHRI ARJUN SINGH : The figures that I
have for the last years are these :
In 1988-89 expenditure was Rs". 682 lakhs of
which salaries and allowancs accounted for 97
16 and research programmer for 449.65. In
1989-90 the total expenditure was Rs. 685 lakhs
of which salaries and allowances accounted for
110.53 and research programmes 510 17 In
1990-90 expenditure was Rs. 705 lakns of which
salaries and allowance accounted for 115.58 and
research programmes '510.70.
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CHOWDHRY HARI SINGH : May I know
whether it is a fact that some research scholars
and fellows of this institution continue their
projects only to get their monthly allowances
and perks and not to complete the projects, in
time ? May I know from the Minister what
exactly the term: and conditions are for
extending the period of the research scholar and
fellows for completing their research work ?

SHRI ARJUN SINGH : Obviously when a
research project is sanctioned, the whole project
envisages certain timeframe. In which case this
has been extended and the research not
completed, if the honourable Member is kind
enough to let me know, I will certainly find out
and tell him.

PROF. SAURIN BHATTACHARYA:

This question of General Aurora raises a point
which really is plaguing us in respect of so many
projects, particularly in the field of education.
The administrative expenses out the money
allotted and really precious little is left for the
real purpose which is research. In this particular
case the position is really otherwise. In the
connection I would request the Minister kindly
to enlighten me on one point. He was saying,
"Utmost care is taken in filling new posts",
"Utmos restraint is exercised when new posts are
created". When posts were created and they were
not filled in time, is not the efficiency of the
organisation impaire Lastly, in which field, in
the administrative field or in the research field,
have these posts been created ?

SHRI ARJUN SINGH : As regard creation of
posts I would first like to see a few words.
About the general feeling or impression that in
such institutions we are spending much more on
the upkeep than "on the real objectives, I would
say such a generalization perhaps would not be
appropriate. But I agree with the honourable
Member that we must keep a constant watch on
this aspect because, if expenditure on the upkeep
or the establishment goes up disproportionately
obviously the real objective of research suffers.
But in this case I have satisfied myself to the
extent possible that this institution has not been
guilty of that kind of a thing and the figures that
I have already given do not bring out the matter
in the manner the honourable Member has put.

Dr. R. K. PODDAR : The figures that the
honourable Minister has given here show that 15
per cent of the total expenditure has been on
salaries and allowances and the rest on research
programmes. Now, I come to part (a) of my
question.
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I would like to know whether the amount
that is sought to be expended on research
programmes also includes the salaries and
allownaces of the research scholars and the
institutions it mainta ns.

Part (b) of my question is what the relative
percentage is. The Indian Council of Social
Sciences Research maintains many other
institutions also. So. Individual research
programmes are also funded by this Council. I
would like to know whether the Minister can
given any idea about the proportion of the
money spent on institutions maintained by it
and also on individual research programmes.

Now, I came to part (c) of my question.

MR. CHAIRMAN : How many parts are
there ?

DR. R.K. PODDAR : Sir, there is a
widespread feeling that the individual research
scholars take up projects. They may finish
them or may not finish them, but they do not
submit any reports at all. I would like to know
whether the Ministry can put this condition that
such a research scholar or investigator will not
get any fresh project from this Council if he
defaults in one case.

SHRI ARJUN SINGH : Sir, the first part of
this question is about the percentage of
expenditure. I have given the percentage of
expenditure of the Council. Now, if the
question is about each research project that is
sanctioned and the percentage thereof, I will
have to find that! out and I will find out
research project-wise and I will certainly
inform the honourable Member.

So far as the question of keeping this within
certain limits and also keeping a tab on the
research projects concluded and the results that
are published is concerned, I agree with the
honourable Member that it is a very important
thing on which we have to keep an eye. Not
only this, Sir. We have started a survey in all
the institutions under my Ministry to find out
whether the research programmes have been
started and what the end-result of that project is
and I will try to present a paper to the House
some time later which will indicate what the
position is I am not trying to speak for anyone
or trying to protect anyone. But I agree with the
honourable Member that money is provided for
research and so, it must produce some specific
results.

MR. CHAIRMAN : Question No. 144.



