45 Written Answers

allotting poromboke lands for ralsuL
private forests does not, thereforesarise.

(b) Afforestation of wastelands held by
private persons is being encouraged
through programmes of agro-forestry and
farm-forestry.

Area of Dal Lake in Kashmir

202. SHRI SHABBIR AHMAD SA-
LARIA : Will the Minister of ENVIR-
RONMENT AND FORESTS be pleasad
to staie :

(@) whoi was the lotal aren of Dal
Lake in Keshmir in 1950 ;

»(b) w_hzn is the earcas a*t present:
wacther it hius shrank;

c) witether the colour of waterin Dal
has changzd: if so, the reasons therefor:

ap

(@) whet steps are conwmplaied to
set it right ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND
FORESTS (SHRI "KAMAL NATH)
(1) and (b) As peravailable informatiorn.
within the living memory, the cpan water
stea of the Dal Lake has shrunk from
24 5q. km. to 15 sq. km.

(c) and (d) In a =mall pcrtion in
South Eastern part cf the Lake, the
water colour hzos changed due to red scum
like formation <f zlg:1 bloom. The
State Sovernment of Jammu and Kash-
mir have sancticred Rs. 2.00 lakhs so
far to invesiigate the causaiive factors
respoasiblz for the algal bloom and the
remedi: | measures to {vavent i18 recurre-
rence.
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