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entation of Pakistan’s nuclear program-
me, estimates vary about the exact
quantum of material and  components
acquired.

(b) Government constantly montor
all developments having a bearing on
India’s security and take all mecessary

measures to safegoard it.

Sethy Samudharam Canal Project

*158. SHRI K. K. VEERAPPAN:
SHRI V. GOPALSAMY:

Will tile Minister of SURFACE TRA-
NSPOR1 be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Central Government
propose to implement the Sethu Samu-
dhram Canal Project; and

(b) if so, what is the total estimated
cost for the implementation of this pro-
ject?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE
MINISTRY OF SURFACE TRANS-
PORT: (SHRTI JAGDISH TYTLER):
(a) and (b) No final decision as yet has
been tak:n on the project.

Death of handlsom weavers in Andhra
Pradesh

*159. SHRI MENTARY PADMANA-
BHAM:
SHRT PRAGADA KOTATAH:

Wil the Minister
pleased to state;

of TEXTILES be

(a) what is the number of starvation
deaths that have taken place among the
handloom weavers in Andhra Pradesh
from September, 1991 to November 15,
1991;

(b) what financial and other assistan-
ce will be rendered to the next of kin
of the deceased;

(c) whether Government propose 10
send a team to Andhra Pradesh to en-
guire into their tragic conditions, if so,
the -details thereof;
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(d) what steps have been taken by
Government to eunsure their full and
continuous employment at reasonable
wages to improve their living conditions;
and

(e) whether there is a proposal to
cntrust at least 50 per cent of the tex-
tile requirements of the consuming De-
partments of Government to the Primary
‘Weavers' Cooperative on conversion ba-
sis?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF

THE  MINISTRY OF TEXTELES
(SHRI ASHOK GEHLOT): (a) Seve-
nty six déaths of weavers including

scven deaths due to suicide have been
reported by Government of Andhra Pra-
desh during this pericd. These deaths
have been atiributed to various reasons
including  prolonged illness, old.age, ad-
diction to alcohol, ete.

{b) State .Government is organising a
relief of Rs. 35000/- per family of the
deceased weavers through [ocal organisa-
tions. State Government has also agreed
to provide production oriented consump-
tion loan through Bank to the affected
weavers at Rz, 1000/- per family. Me-
d'cal teams have also been despatched
to the atfected districts to provide assis-
rance to the members of weaver families.

{c) In the wake of reports of starva-
don deaths, the Central Government de-
vuted two separate teams of officers to

assess the sgituation on the spot and io
take mecsssary  remedial  action. The
following measures are contemplated

with a view to ameliorate thc conditions
of handlomm weavers in Ardhra Pra-
desh: - -

(i} Provision of additional assistan-
ce of Rs. 16.00 lakhs over and above
the State’s normal MDA entitlement
to enable the State Apex Handloom
Weavers Couperative Society (APCO}
to undertake precurement of an addi-

tional two  creres worth of goods.
with'n the neriod ehding March °92
from the weavers including  those
working = outside the cooperative/cor-

rorate sector in the affected districts
of Andhra Pradesh;



