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The House met at eleven of the
clock, MR. CHAIRMAN in the Chair.

MEMBERS SWORN
1. Shri Chandra Mohan Sinha (Orissa)
2. Shri N E. Balram (Kerala)
3. Shri Ramachandran Pillal (Kerala)

PROCLAMATION UNDER ARTICLE
356 OF THE CONSTITUTION

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, Shri Subodh
Kant Sahay to lay on the Table the
Proclamation uider article 356 of the
Constitution.

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS AND
THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF INFORMATION AND
BROADCASTING (SHRI SUBODH KANT
SAHAY) to lay on the Table a copy each (in
English and Hindi) of the following
papers:—

(i) Proclamation TG.S.R. No. 208(E)]
issued by the President on the 6th April,
1991, under article 356 of the Constitution,
in relation to the State of Haryana, under
clause 3 of the said article.

(i1) Order [G.S.R. No. 209(E)] dated the
6th April, 1991, made by the President
under sub-clause (i) of clause (c) of the
abore Proclamation.

(iii) Report of the Governor of Haryana
dated the 2nd April, 1991, to the
President recommending the issue of the
Proclamation. [Placed in Library. See
No. LT-2317/91 for (i) to (iii)].

RESOLUTION ON THE DEMISE OF

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI, FORMER PRIME
MINISTER.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon'ble Members, I
rise to propose the following Resolution on
the demise of Shri Rajiv Gandhi on May 21,
1991.

"This House deeply mourns the passing
away of Shri Rajiv Gandhi, ?n outstanding
world leader, who, with prescient vision,
indomitable courage and tremendous
determination, dedicated himself to the
sacred task of building a new India, rep-
resenting the dreams of generations of
patriots in pur glorious struggle for
freedom, an India—strong, united, peaceful
and progressive, an India evolving in the
genius of her time-honoured ethos of
oneness and synthesis, towards modernity,
an India making her contribution to the
building of a better, more humane, world
environment.

This House gives expression to the
sense of profound shock and remorse felt
by our nation, and the people around the
world, that Shri Rajiv Gandhi was
assassinated and our nation so deprived.

The horrendous assassination of Shri
Rajiv Gandhi is recognised by us as a blow
inflicted on democracy, secularism and our
national goal of growth with social justice.
This is the time when India must ponder
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over, and fully comprehend, the

ramifications of this great tragedy. The

nation must beware of any further attempt

to convulse and disrupt national life.

This House condemns the diabolical and
premeditated conspiracy threatening the
very foundations of our civilization,
culture and identity as a free, sovereign
and independent nation-State, a nation
which nurtured Rajiv and which in turn he
served, and sought to help transcend to
new horizons, with his inimitable stamp of
decency and distinction.

It is vitally necessary that the nation
responds to that dreadful deed by the
manifestation of resolute determination
upholding our national values unitedly and
fearlessly, and by our rededication to the
task of national reconstruction and the
building of a better future for the world as
a whole. Nothing les. would be an appro-
priate tribute to the memory of Shri Rajiv
Gandhi."

Shri Rajiv Gandhi fell victim in a most
gruesome and ghastly tragedy on the night of
May 21, 1991, at Sri-perumbudur near
Madras where he had gone to address an
election meeting. His death in a bomb
explosion shocked and benumbed the entire
nation and decent people around the world.
Rajiv Gandhi lived in the shadow of death
ever since he picked up the gauntlet in 1984
as Prime Minister of India in awesome
circumstances. Yet he retained a youthful
exuberance and courageously discharged his
onerous responsibilities till the end. The
country had reposed high hopes in the
youthful and charismatic leadership of Rajiv
Oandhi. The assassination had dealt a mortal
blow to these hopes of millions of our
countrymen for whose welfare and progress
Shri Rajiv had pledged his life.

born on August. 20, 1944, Shri Rajiv
Gandhi was the eldest son of Shrimati
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Indira Gandhi and Shri Feroz Gandhi. He
grew up in an environment steeped in the
glorious ethos of our freedom struggle. Shri
Rajiv Gandhi went to the Doon School,
Dehra Dun, and Trinity College, Cambridge,
and did a course in Mechanical Engineering.
As a young man, he was not inclined towards
a career in politics. His greatest passion was
flying. After his return from England, he
obtained a commercial pilot's licence and
joined the Indian Airlines. His younger
brother, San j ay's death in an air accident
was a turning point in Rajiv's life. It was then
that he entered the political life. He came into
the Lok Sabha for the first time in 1981 from
the Amethi Parliamentary Constituency from
which he was returned again in 1984 and
1989, and was contesting the current election
as well.

In 1982, Shri Rajiv Gandhi played a
pivotal role in successfully organising the
Asian Games in New Delhi. He became
Prime Minister at the age of 40, hours after
the assassination of Shrimati Indira Gandhi in
1984. He had to shoulder the challenging
burdens of office whilst still coping with his
grief. Courage, fortitude and determination
inherited from his distinguished forbears
stood him in good stead at those critical
moments in the history of our country.

Shri Rajiv Gandhi was a visionary and an
idealist. He wanted that India should enter the
21st Century as a strong, stable, secular,
democratic and united nation. His five years
as Prime Minister were marked by a decisive
drive for modernisation and economic growth
and sensitive handling of problems despite
various natural calamities. Recognizing the
importance ~ of  providing  responsive
administration, he personally led a nation-
wide initiative to gear up the apparatus for
district and rural administration. All matters
concerning the day to day life of the masses,
received his attention. He envisaged massive
induction of science and tech-



5 Resolution re. the
demisp of

nology and acceptance of modern methods of
management. The technological missions he
set up to accelerate development in such
critical areas as water, edible oils and tele-
communications, were a daring innovation.
He encouraged endeavour in the field of
Science and Technology with a view to
addressing the problems of poverty, disease,
and imba-lanced development. Agriculture,
industry and the tertiary sectors of the
economy, received creative impetus. He
nurtured and  promoted  nation-wide
awareness of our rich cultural heritage with a
view to strengthening the emotional unity of
the people of India. His direct approach
towards solution of vexatious problems
resulted in the Punjab and Assam Accords in
1985. He was able to find a settlement of the
Gorkha and Mizo agitations. Untiringly, re-
stressed the need for Secularism which he
emphasised as the very basis for our nation.
With regard to the functioning of our
Parliamentary Democracy, the lowering of
the voting age and the passage of anti-
defection legislation comprise  crucial
contributions towards magnifying the ambit
of our democratic system and providing
wholesome parameters to political dynamics.
Towards this objective he also struggled for
democratic decentralization and Panchayati
Raj.

Shri Rajiv Gandhi responded to the calls of
neighbouring countries for assistance by
signing the Indo-Sri Lanka Accord in 1987
with a view to bringing peace to the troubled
island and providing succour to the belea-
guered Tamils of Sri Lanka. In the case of
Maldives he despatched emergency aid to
forestall the attempt to disturb the peace and
tranquillity of this friendly neighbour. Shri
Rajiv Gandhi had a deep and abiding
commitment to SAARC and played a major
role in defusing tensions and promoting
regional cooperation between the member
countries His visit to Beijing in December
1988 is recognized by the Chinese people
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and the world as a turning point in the history
of our relations with this great neighbour of
India.

The Six Nation five-continent initiative on
disarmament initiated by Shri Rajiv Gandhi
was a practical and time-bound framework
for dealing with one of the most important
problems facing the world. The warming of
relations with the USA and the sense of
maturity that Rajiv Gandhi's premiership
witnessed in the bilateral relations with the
United States are a major contribution which
will have continuing significance in the years
to come. Building on strong existing
foundations, Rajiv Gandhi signed the historic
Delhi Declaration of November 1986,
proclaiming to the world that Indo-Soviet
friendship was a constant and abiding factor
in the foreign policy parameters of both
countries and reflecting a seminal initiative
towards the building of a non-violent world.
He set up the AFRICA Fund of which he was
Chairman to assist the frontline States to fight
the pernicious system of Apartheid. It was
Shri Rajiv Gandhi's personal effort which led
to the hastening of the process of granting
freedom to Namibia. On North-South issues,
South-South Cooperation and issues relating
to the environment, Shri Rajiv Gandhi
asserted India's voice which was listened to
with respect at United Nations, NAM and
Commonwealth forums. He was instrumental
in launching the Planet Protection Fund and
obtaining wide endorsement of his visionary
plans at both Belgrade NAM of September
1989 and CHOGM at Kualalampur in
October 1989.

The presence of world leaders from as
manvr as 63 countries at Shri Rajiv Gandhi's
funeral was a fitting tribute to the
unprecedented contribution that he made to
international affairs in the short space of five
years that he was Prime Minister.

Who can ever forget the radiance of his
personality, the warmth in lis
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[Mr. Chairman] eyes and his smiling face?
His youthful charm, zeal and cheerfulness
enthused everyone who met him. He was a
deeply caring and thoughtful person who had
a clear vision of the goals for national
progress.

As we mourn the tragic death of Shri Rajiv
Gandhi, our thoughts go to his wife Shrimati
Sonia Gandhi and children Priyanka and
Rahul. We fully share their agony and
distress and assure them that this House and
the nation is with them in their sorrow and
grief.

This is also the time to reflect once again
about how we can preserve and protect our
democratic system. Shri R:riv Gandhi was the
third martyr at the alter of Peace, Non-
violence and Secularism. Some elements
which do not wish us well pursue the cult of
violence. This poses a challenge to all of us
who believe in the peaceful methods of ballot
and debate to attain our goal of progress and
development. The challenge has to be met
with all our might. Then only will it be possi-
ble to fulfil the cherished dream of Shri Rajiv
Gandhi — a strong and secular, developed
and 'democratic India progressing to the 21st
Century.

SataRat (o seEmeEy) ;o[
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A, q AT M T I @ §
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THE MINISTER OF FINANCE AND
LEADER OF THE HOUSE (SHRI
YASHWANT SINHA): Sir, the cruel
assassination of Shri Rajiv Gandhi has
shocked the conscience not only of the whole
nation but also the whole world. It is a
tragedy of unparalleled proportions and e
murderous assault on our democratic sys-
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tem. Shri Rajiv Gandhi was not only
the President of the Congress Party

but he was  also a statesman and a
national leader of  unquestioned
patriotism, unflinching  commitment

and JndOmtiable courage. He was
young dynamic and full of promise.
Shri Gandhi contributed immensely
to the creation of a new international
order and worked incessantly for the
cause of international peace.  Shri
Gandbhi's contribution, both as Prime
Minister and as the leader of  his
party, is manifold. He really cared for
the down-trodden and upheld secular
values. He was an ardent believer in
modernism, and added vigour to our
democratic way of life. His vision of
the future shall continue to be valid
for a long time to come and shall
continue to inspire future generations.

The assassination of Shri Rajiv Gandhi, Sir, is.
an attack on our system, our way of life, our
democracy and our long established traditions.
Violence can have no place in our society. We
are committed to settling all our differences
peacefully and democratically. It is time for all of
us, therefore, to reiterate that commitment.
Violence in all forms must be condemned
strongly and in unambiguous terms.

I deeply mourn the death of Shri Gandhi and
place on record his invaluable services to the
country and to the international community. The
people must face the challenge of violence and
separatism unitedly and. with courage and
determination. The journey must go on, for
journey's end has really no end.

SHRI P. SHIV SHANKER (Gujarat): Mr.
Chairman, Sir, it is axiomatic that death is the
necessary end of life, but the gruesome, shocking
and unparalleled tragic manner in which death
laid its icy hands on Shri Rajiv Gandhi is
traumatic. He has been eliminated from the
national scenario at a time when the Prime
Ministership was within his reach, nay, he was
assassinated by the opponents of this nation to
deprive him of the office of Prime Ministership.
The whole nation is aghast.



11 Resolution re. the
demise of

[Shri P. Shiv Shanker]

Mr. Chairman, Sir, I consider this session
of the Rajya Sabha to have been specially
summoned and convened to pay our grateful
homage to the lamented leader. But for his
assassination we would not have assembled
here. On my part, Mr. Chairman, considering
the disparity of age, little did I dream that I
would be called upon to pay my tributes to
our lamented leader. In fact, I seem to
question my credentials to do so. He strode
like a colossus and I can only remember his
greatness and give him my tears run from a
stricken heart. On the part of our party men,
we have lost the Captain of our ship. But the
ship must sail on, however turbulent the sea.
Our new Captain will steer the ship by the
light that his name and memory will shed.

Mr. Chairman, Sir, it is not given to
everyone to give a name to an age. Shri Rajiv
Gandhi was one such. India, the
Commonwealth, the Non-Aligned and the
world will never be the same without him.
Seldom does the world produce such a young
leader of the stature and calibre of Shri Rajiv
Gandhi and seldom does it lose its great
leader in such a brutal manner. His life was
rare, but even rarer was the manner of his
going. The whole world shares our grief, and
despite the fact that he did not adorn any
governmental office, the manner the foreign
dignitaries have visited his funeral and the
words of sympathies which have come to us
from lands far and near are a matter of
immense solace. In his martyrdom the
humanity undoubtedly stands impoverished
irreparably. He joined the ranks of the
immortals of history.

Originally an unwilling player to enter the
pool of politics, once he joined the ranks, he
took it like fish taking to water. His span of
life in the world of politics is one of dedicated
service in the nation's relentless fight against
economic and social ills. He was a valiant
fighter. As the Prime Minister of this vast and
diversified country he proved himself equal
to
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the task—though young in years—and took a
series of socio-economic reformative steps.
In his Prime-ministerial tenure significant
advances were made in diverse fields,
including that of science and technology. His
valour and fortitude, decisiveness and dyna-
mism were superb and excellent.

He was a visionary who dreamt of an India
of the 21st century. He was a symbol of the
continuity of the past with the present,
envisioning the future, A passionate
champion of the cause of the world peace,
who  assiduously tried for nuclear
disarmament and elimination of cold war.

While the historians and the political
thinkers will continue to assess and determine
the impact and the imprints of the personality
of Shri Rajiv Gandhi, many often feel that he
did not get a fair deal at the hands of his
opponents and was forced to undergo trials
before the bar of the people on unsubstantial
charges with practically no credible evidence
against him. It is for the conscience of this
Parliament to assess and determine as to how
far we were fair to him on various occasions
when he was the Prime Minister.

Essentially a many splendoured personality
with a proper sense of culture, Rajiv Gandhi's
sense of tolerance, understanding and belief
in human dignity made him a protagonist of
the secular ideal. His eschewing us only
proves the adage: "Whom Gods love die
young." Every drop of blood that he spewed
will strengthen our commitment to the unity
and integrity of our country. The soul of this
great leader will rest only if we bring about a
secular, harmonious, tolerant, dignified,
purposeful and egalitarian society in this
country.

At this moment our hearts go out in
sympathy and affection to Shrimati Sonia
Gandhi and children Rahul and Priyanka. We
share their sorrow intensely and wish them
the strength and the courage.
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SHRI M. S. GURUPADASWAMY
(Karnataka): Mr. Chairman, words fail me to
express my sorrow and anguish over the
tragedy that has overtaken this nation. The
death of Rajiv Gandhi has shaken
everybody's heart and mind not only in Lndia
but elsewhere. It is not a small misfortune, it
is not a small tragedy but it Is a great
calamity that has created a feeling of horror
and grief in the young and old, and it conveys
a very disturbing message to the nation. Rajiv
Gandhi, we all knew, virtually lived under the
shadow of death, but none of us thought that
he would be snatched away so soon from us
midst And what a tragedy for the family to
suffer three deaths in a matter of a decade!
The whole nation is with the; family of Rajiv
Gandhi today and that family has suffeied
which very few families in the country have
suffered.

Sir, it is really sad, sad and sad that such a
death has come to such a young man with a
long future. He had dreams, he had hopes, he
had aspirations, he had visions to fulfill. He
did survive when he was in office and also
when he was out of office, to realize the goals
which he set for himself and for the country.
You have rightly said, and my friend, the
Prime Minister, also has said rigbliy, that he
symbolized modernism against all tendencies
of revivalism in this country. He tried to
rationalize and bring about some rationality
into the political system in India. In this he
made some enemies. Any politician or leader
makes some enemies and that is the fate of a
politician, that in the fate of a leader, but this
cannot be carried too far. Rajiv Gandhi fell
victim to barbarism, to violence. This country
is drifting from barbadism to degeneration.
That is the meaning of the death of Rajiv
Gandhi today. The country has become sick.
We have brutalised politics. Rajiv Gandhi's
death, his passing away should send a
message, give a message to the who'e country
that violence and brutality and criminality in
politics should not be encouraged by any
party or
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any group in this country. That is the
message. All of us who have as.sembled here
should remember this poignant occasion. Let
the martrydem of Rajiv Gandhi create a new
atmosphere, a new environment in public life.
All of us should unreserve Of condemned
terrorism ¢ and violence. There is enough
violence in the country, and the country is in
a very critical stage. There is a threat to
democracy and democratic institutions.

Sir, my party and I deeply mourn the
passing away of Rajiv Gandhi. Our heart-felt
condolences will go to Sonia Gandhi and her
children. This is an occosion when we
certainly remember the contribution he has
made to Indian public life and the contribu-
tion he has made to the world. He was a
leader. He was a patriot. And he was an
administrator. Above a tl, he was a man, a
man of values. Sir, this country and we miss
him, and we miss him very much indeed. And
all of us, whatever may be our differences in
the past, we always look at Rajiv Gandhi as a
person who could lead this country to the 21st
century. He was dreaming of the 21st centuy.
He should carry forward his example, and we
should emulate his spirit. Only thereby can
we pay adequate tribute to his memory.

With these words, Sir, once again I convey
my condolences to the family of Rajiv
Gandhi.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (DR.
(SHRIMATI NAJMA HEPTULLA): Thank
you, Sir, for giving me this opportunity to join
you and the House in paying my humble
tributes to the beloved, respected, honoured
leader, Shri Rajiv Gandhi. I have no Words to
express my grief and condemnation of this
ghastly crime. While I stand here to pay my
homage to that departed noble soul, I
remember him in this House and outside
where I had the honour to servo him. I am one
of those fortunate ones who had the privilege
of knowing him from his young age and his
grandfather, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, and
his
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[Dr. (Shrimati) Najma Heptulla] mother,
the great daugnter of India, who also made a
supreme sacrifice like her son. Rajiv for the
unity and integrity of country.

Many , time in this very House he made
historical statements and at times kept us
amused with his humour, but when things
were not tranquil and smooth he sat with
dignity and utmost serenity and with a smile
on his face which remained on his lips till the
last moment of his life and which will remain
in our memory for ever. In spite of all
adversaries and allegations, difficulties and
obstacles in his path, this young man and
dynamic leader gave inspiration and courage
to young and old alike.

He had the vision of for a modern India, a
scientifically and technologically advanced
India, where youths and women, poor and
down-trodden in cities and villages will get
then-share and opportunity to serve the
nation.

He advocated the cause of peace in India
and abroad. Whether it was the Delhi
Declaration or his address to the United
Nations, he talked of disarmament and peace.
Is it not an irony of fate that the one who
talked of peace, became the victim of
violence? Out hearts go out to his family,
Madam Sonia Gandhi and children Rahul and
Priyanka, who have shown grewt courage and
dignity at this hour of tragedy and loss. May
God give them solace.

This great son of India will be re-
membered, not only in India, but beyond our
shores, throughout the world, for his concern
and action for all those who are fighting for
their rights and dignity, may it be in South
Africa against Apartheid, or Palestine aganist
Zionists. No wonder, leaders and Heads of
Governments came from far and near to share
the nation's grief and pay homage not to a
former Prime Minister, nor a former M.P., but
to a young, yet a great leader and a world
statesman, who made a place for himself in
history and who lived and died for a noble
cause
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He wanted an India free from hunger and
ignorance, a united India with no barriers of
caste, creed or religion. He believed in action
and perfection and he listened to the voices
of reason.

I am reminded here of the verses of '
Rabindranath Tagore, pernaps he said what
Rajivji's dream was.

"Where the mind is without fear and the
head is held high;

Where knowlege is free;

Where the world has not been broken
up into fragments by narrow domestic
walls;

Where words come out from the depth
of truth;

Where tireless string stretches its arms
towards perfection;

Where the clear stream of reason has not
lost its way into the dreary desert and sand
of dead habit;

Where the mind is led forward by Thee
into ever-widening thought and action—

Into the heaven of freedom, ray father,
let my country awake."

The memory of Rajivji will remain with
us—his voice and laughter, his deeds and,
above all, his sacrifice and martydom. We
pledge to follow the path he showed us and
fulfill his dreams.

To conclude, I recite a couplet of a poet
who said:

"Live so beautifully that if death is the
end of life,

God may himself feel sorry for having
ended thy career."

SHRI SAMAR MUKHERJEE (West
Bengal): My party and myself fully share the
shock and anguish expressed by the entire
country and this House. The way and tragedy
has come to us, it should not be looked as an
isolated event. It has a background and it has
also some future.
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That is why great lessons are to  be drawn so that
the whole country can face the attack, the
offensive, of the forces which are working behind
tins  tragic action. If we miss this simply by
paying homage and expressing shock and anguish,
it will not lead us to the objectives for which
Rajiv .was fighting and we all are  now
fighting. We think it is an attack not only on Rajiv
as a person, but n is an attack on the very unity and
integrity ¢ of our country; itisan attack on j
secularism and it is an attack on
democracy.  And the person who s
responsible for this tragedy is  not individually a
criminal, but he is acting an an instrument of those
forces which are very much inteve-.ted in the
destabil'sation and disintegration of our country.
There are ramifications not only inside. our
country bot in foreign -countries also and foreign
imperialism is also very much  interested in
utilising these forces. This tragedy has
come in a background when the forces o
disintegration are trying to create chaos in the
country and above that communal, forces,
fundamentalist forces are raising their heads in
big way and everyday murders of innocent people
are taking place in Punjab, Jammu and Kashmir,
Assam and in other parts of the country. In
this  background this tragedy hag taken place. If|
we do not take serious lessons out of this,
simple homage to the memory of this great man
Rajiv, who has raised himself not only to the
stature of a national leader but to an international
leader, will remain purely formal.

Personally, 1 had some occasions
to discuss with him both international
and national issues informally. I
knew that he had some dreams. He had some
ideas. No doubt we differed on some points
but we agreed on many points. Whenever he
took a bold initiative to solve these problems,
we extended our full support to thim. In the
case of Rajiv-Longowal accord, we extended
our full support. In the case of Indo-Sri
Lanka accord,
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we exienued our run support. When he vished
china we gave our full support to him
.before he visited china he called me
personally and toia me what3. he was going to
discuss there. 1 told him "Our full Support is
ochind you. you go ahead." lie assured me
that the border dispute win oe seaied in course
of time. Then alter coming back he called me.
I had a long discussion with him. With the help
of a diagram he showed me what he had
discussed with the Chinese Government.
Then, he assured me that within a short period .
the border dispute would be settled and solved.
But the main thing is  that now our country is
passing through a serious crisis, economically,
socially and politically. Our country is now
passing through a stage where  disruptive and
divisive forces are on the offensive. Rajiv
became a victim of these forces. In this
context if we look at this tragedy, no doubt we
feel it is a great tragedy. Then after drawing
proper lessons we have to prepare the whole
country to face these challenges. I agree with
the spirit of the resolution that our secularism,
the question of national unity, the question
of democracy, the question of social justice,
all these have to be upheld in a big way. For
that  rethinking and reconsideration is ab-
solutely essential. So in this context we pay
our heartfelt homage to Rajiv Gandhi and
expect that at least his sacrifice will bring out a
very big positive contribution in fighting
the forces of  disruption and secessionism.
These forces are anti-national, reactionary,
and imperialism is fully behind them. This
should always be kept in mind because the
ramifications are international. = Without
international ramifications this type of
tragedy cannot take place. That is quite
obvious. The was this blast was organised, the
way the arrangements were made,  suggests
that foig ramifications are there. That is
a very serious danger. And if we become
conscious of that—'we' means the people of the
whole country—then, that will be the real
homage to Rajiv Gandhi.



19  Resolution re. the
demise of
[Shri Samar Mukherjee]

With these words, we convey our heartfelt
condolence to the family of Rajiv Gandhi.
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SHRI PARVATHANENI UPENDRA
(Andhra Pradesh): Mr. Chairman, Sir, the
nation has yet to recover irom the shock and it
is very dim-cult to believe that Rajivji is no
more with us. It is a quick of fate that just like
his beginning in the political arena, the end
also came in very tragic circumstances. He
was a reluctant entrant into politics soon after
the tragic death of his brother. He took up the
Prime Ministership when his mother, Shrimati
Indira Gandhi had a tragic death and, ulti-
mately, his dcr.th also came in very tragic
circumstances and in a barbaric manner.
When we think .of Rajivji we are reminded of
his courtesy, politeness, his good manners, his
gentleness, consideration for others and We
remember him as a man with a class and his
own style. He had natural elegance and
immense charm. He was a fine leader, a
decent and lovable person. We are constantly
reminded of his open and cheerful smile.
Whenever we met him and saw his charming
disposition, it was difficult to criticise him and
attack him and it is an irony of fate that we
could not have even a last look at that
beautiful face which had charmed millions all
over the country and the world.

Sir, \then he came in to politics, leaving his
earlier profession of pilot, people had doubts
about his capacity to handle the affairs. But
he was very quick in grasping the matters and
we saw him, day-to-day and ever 12.00 NOON
since he became the Prime Minister, we saw
him shaping into an able administrator and a
great statesman. And though he became the
Prime
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Minister in October, 1984 as a son of Shrimati
Indira Gandhi, but in December, 1984 he won
a massive mandate in his own right and
established his sway over the masses. His
advent in the political arena represented a
chance for the younger generation and his
stirring speech in the centenary celebrations of
the Congress at Bombay in 1985 still rings in
the ears of the people. Assessments may differ
of his performance as a Prime Minister during
those five years he held that office but his
sincerity of purpose and his efforts to raise the
standard of living of the people and to solve
the problems of the country will go down in
the history of this country forever. He had a
great vision of the problems and the future of
India. It wag not just a hollow thing, but borne
out of conviction. He had a scientific and
modern outlook and the various modernisation
schemes undertaken by ‘'him in tele-
communications and electronic media stand
testimony to his modern outlook. The
experiments he made in the economic field
and industrial sector also stand out.

Sir, his greatest contribution was in the
field of foreign relations and I have no
hesitation to say that after Jawaharlal Nehru
he wag the only Prime Minister who
established close personal contacts with
world leaders, and brought a great name for
this country.

Sir, people know that he was fond of many
western things. He was at home with Gucci
shoes, Cartier sunglasses and designer jeans,
but he was also equally at home with the
kurta-pyjamas and sometimes even the lungi
and Angavastrams whenever he visited the
South. Sir, he was fond of music, fine arts,
photography and several other good things in
life. He always had ttie right instinct, but
sometimes he had to listen to others also.

Sir, as Atalji has said, people had doubts
about his adjustment to the new role when he
lost power, but we were all pleasantly
surprised at the way he adjusted himself to
the new
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role of the Leader of the Opposition and I had
personal experience of the same.

Sir, I was one of the bitterest critics when
he was alive but I also had very warm and
personal equations with him and particularly
when I was the Minister of Parliamentary
Affairs, I had occasion to meet him and to
talk to him almost on a daily basis and I had
the good fortune of receiving very considerate
treatment and warm affection from 'him. Sir,
it was a great personal loss to me. On that
night when I heard the news of his death, I
could not contain myself and I tried to go to
his house at 1.45 a.m. . But [ was prevented
by the police because agitated crowds were
preventing even the President from going in.
So I had to come back, I3 consider Rajivji's
death as a great loss to me personally. Atalji
has mentioned about some other features
which we will have occasion to discuss
tomorrow, particularly the security lapses and
the circumstances which led to his
assassination. On behalf of my party, my
leader and my party members I convey our
heartfelt condolences to Shrimati Sonia
Gandhi and her children on this great loss,
which is indeed a great loss for the nation as a
whole.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Yes, Mr. Vidu-thalai
Virumbi.

SHRI S. VIDUTHALAI VIRUMBI (Tamil
Nadu): Sir, the whole world was shocked to
hear about the brutal assassination of a noble
son of India, Shri Rajiv Gandhi. Such a
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should not have happened in our country. It is
a fatal blow to Indian democracy. This
dastardly act has brought a perennial stigma
to the image of India which is the land of the
Mahatma.

We strongly condemn violence in all
aspects of life, especially in the political
arena.

We, on behalf of our party President, Dr.
Kalignar, . and the DMK Party, pay our
respectful homage to the departed leader. We
share the grief of the bereaved family.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, Mr. Balaram.

SHRI N. E. BALARAM (Kerala): Mr.
Chairman, Sir, [ share the sentiments
expressed by you and my coll-eages on both
the sides.

This is for the third time that our
country is passing through agony ari
sing out of a national tragedy at the

demise of Rajiv Gandhi. Earlier it
was when Mahatma Gandhi
and Shrimati  Indira Gandhi

were assassinated. Now we are experiencing
the same agony. Of course, we should
condemn and also join others in condemning
the eread of violence. But,.Sir, the people of
this country are eagerly waiting. They would
like to know the hands behind this crime. At
least this time we should think very seriously
about this sort of a thing, how they are
repeating inside the country and what forces
are behind this nefarious, dastardly deed. This
must fee seriously considered.

Sir, Rajiv Gandhi's contributions have been
very well explained by my colleagues from
both sides. He was an outstanding patriot. He
was a champion of the unity and integrity of
our country. He was a champion of peace and
non-violence. His contributions have been
manifold I agree with that though I sometimes
differed with his political philosophy, I agree
that he has made ,a valuable contribution for
the development of our country. I think the
befitting tribute to the memory of Shri Rajiv
Gandhi should be
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our affirmation to stand united to defend the
unity and integrity of our country.  Thank
you, Sir.

SHRI G. SWAMINATHAN (Tamil Nadu);
Mr. Chairman, Sir Rajivji was scheduled to
visit Pondicherry on 22nd morning. He was
touring Tamil Nadu at that time and on the
22nd morning he was to be in Pondicherry.
And after going to so many places, he was to
visit ~ Krishangiri and many  other
constituencies. On 21st night, at about 11.30
we heard the news that he was shot. We were
shocked because only the previous evening,
myself on behalf of my Party and some of the
Congress friends there have been planning
how to receive him at the helipad and how to
give him a big welcome. We were discussing
this. So, it was a rude shock to us to hear this
news. It was more shocking to us, Sir, -
because whenever expected this thing to
happen in Tamil Nadu; we have been priding
ourselves that Tamil Nadu is one of the peace-
ful States. And we never thought that this kind
of a thing would happen in Tamil Nadu, And
we were much shocked about this.

Sir, I had some personal occasions to meet
and discuss with Rajivji after I became a
Member of the Rajya Sabha. After I became a
Member here, when I was the Vice-Chairman
of the House, I had many occasions to meet
him privately and -also as a Leader of the
Party to which I belonged. And I still
remember on many occasions when I met him
how strongly he felt, how courteous he was to
the Members of the Opposition. And as it has
been said, he was always very kind and he
was always very courteous whenever we used
to meet him either at the party thrown by the
Chairman of the House.or whenever he invited
me to his house to discuss matters as a Leader
of a particular Party or whenever he invited
me to his own room when he was the Prime
Minister to discuss on matters relating to
Tamil Nadu, I always found that he was
courteous. During those days in 1986, when I
became a Member, he caught my imagination
as a person moving
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with the people, as a human being and as a
very soft-spoken person. And I had great
admiration for Rajiv Gandhi in that way.
Another very important thing about him was
that whenever he took up a matter, he always
discussed it threadbare with others.

Our respected Member Shri Samar
Muk'herjee just now said that even though
they had differences of opinion they used to
talk to him on many matters of importance. I
still remember an occasion when in 1986 he
was invited by the Chairman to a usual dinner
where I was also present in my capacity as
member of the panel of Vice-Chairmen. There
was a heated discussion. I think Samar Mu-
kherjee will remember this|. After his visit to
Soviet Russia he was discussing about USSR.
He was discus-ing about communism and
what his view was on communism. He felt
after his talk with Gorbachev that the very
system might have a lot of difficulties in
future. There was a heated discussion. Our
revered friend could not agree with what he
was saying. The discussion was so heated that
all of us left the dinning table and went near
them. At one point Samar Mukherjee said,
"Rajivji you are too young to understand all
these things". It was shocking to us that a
senior member could tell the Prime Minister
that 'you are too young to understand all these
things, you may not know about it; you cannot
know about it'. This is what he said to him on
his face. With calm Rajivji said 'l understand
it. With great regard he told him so. He would
argue on his perception of communism, how it
is operating and what is going to happen. He
used to invite us to discuss some important
matters. Before the discussion he used to study
about the matter and during to course of the
discussion he used to throw light on matters
concerning Tamil Nadu about which we
ourselves did not know. He used to think
logically and argue with his friends before
coming to a con-

lusion.  One day I went to his house
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and i was surprised to see one thing. He was
taking to another person to get a matter from
the computer which was in his house. This
gentlemen who was close to him and who
was also from Tamil Nadu and was a former
Minister asked him how to enter in the
computer and Set the figures from it. He
immediately pointed out proper words. He
said you put these words you will receive the
message from the computer and then give it
to me'. This was the kind of attention he was
giving to every matter. H, was that kind of a
person.

This kind of ghastly crime that has been
committed raises so many questions in the
mind of everybody. He proved himself a great
leader. Sir, we also found in this House, when
Indira-ji was alive, how much fight was going
on in the House. During th, Prime
Ministership of Rajivji there was so much of
apprehension and tempers were rising all the
time. Inspite ot that and inspite of accusations
he remained calm. We had a wonderful person
in him as the Prime Minister, We also found
him a good opposition leader. He proved
himself not only a very good Prime Minister
but a great opposition leader as well. Ge-
nerally these two things do not go together.
One may be a very good Prime Minister but
he may not be a good opposition leader. One
may be a very good opposition leader but
when he becomes the Prime Minister he may
not be a very good administrator and a good
Prime Minister. I have seen in my career of 22
years in the Tamil Nadu Legislature, very
good Chief Ministers but when they were in
the opposition they were not able to acquit
themselves well. They may be good as Chief
Ministers but bad as opposition leaders. One
may be a good opposition leader but when he
becomes a Prime Minister or Chief Minister
be may not be able to do well. He was a very
good Prime Minister and he was also a very
good opposition leader that way.
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Then, Sir, there is the main ques
tion which we may discuss tomorrow,
i.e. that cult of violence. Before I
end I would like to point out about
the great friendship that was there
between him and our great leader
MGR. 1 still remember, whenever our
great leader MGR came to Delhi
Rajivji always gave an appointment
to him. He used to feel very happy
in  meeting him. Sometimes he
would even talk with Rajiv for hours. I
remember an occasion when MGR came
here. Rajivji was to unveil the statue of
Bharati. On that particular day when MGR
came, he was not able to articulate well we
were all waiting for Rajivji to come and
unveil the statue. We were expecting him to
come in a big car with security around. But
we were surprised to see that Rajivji himself
drove the car. MGR, never expected a Prime
Minister driving his car and 'he asked him as
to why he himself drove the car and he
replied: "I am the Prime Minister and in
charge of the country; I have to drive the
country as a Prime Minister and as a person I
am driving the car. There is not much
difference." Everybody laughed.

Politically we were an alliance party and
two or three times he came to Madras. He
addressed big meetings with Jayalalitha on
the beach and we looked forward to a long
period for him not only as a politicians but
also as the Prime Minister of the country. But
all our hopes have been belied. I on behalf of
my party and my own personal behalf,
associate myself with the sentiments
expressed by you and by other leaders of the
House. I convey, on behalf of my party and
my own behalf, our heartfelt condolences to
the bereaved family.

PROF. SOURENDRA BHATTACH-
ARIJEE (West Bengal): This is a very solemn
occasion. When in Calcutta, at about
midnight a friend told me, it was
unbelievable to my entire family. What I felt
at that moment was, it was a sad end to a

very young
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and promising life. Undoubtedly it was a
great loss not only to his party, but to the
nation at large, and I think on this point there
is not just consensus but unanimity.

But I would like to draw the atten
tion of the House to another aspect of
our national life. The point of late be
ing raised in different quartres is ai
to how far this proves that ours is a
country of non-violence. Independent
India was born out of bloodbath and
the vivisection of the country. Inde
pendent India began its journey with
the assassination of—who was called
and perhaps is called—the Father of
the Nation. There has been violence
galore and it started, perhaps, in the
North-East ~ with  insurgency, secession
ism and other things and now we find
that insurgency or secessionist move
ment practically in all parts of the
country,, in the North-East, in the
North-West, and communal and caste
batfes in between, and a complete
picture of violence has been created in
the country. Unless we can combat
this violence which seems to be gene
ric to our country, we may face dis
asters. See the tragedies that happen
ed on 30th January 1948, on 3lst
October 1984 or 21st May 1991, and
this may not be the last unless steps
are taken to bring back the country
to senses. I am not referring to vio
lence inherent in a exploitative sys
tem in which we live, but violence of
a different nature. This is something
which has to be taken care of. At the
same time, we must come to grips
with those evil forces which are con-

tinuously  striking at our nation in
diverse form  through  violent
methods.

I express my heartfelt sympathy with the
family members of Shri Rajiv Gandhi,
Shrimati Sonia Gandhi and her children,
Rahul and Priyanka.

SHRI SHABBIR AHMAD SALARIA
(Jammu and Kashmir): Mr. Chairman, Sir, I
thank you very much for having afforded me
an opportunity
to speak.
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I confess that I did not know Shri Rajiv
Gandhi personally. But like the crores of
other people of India, I have seen him as the
leader of the biggest Party in India and as the
Prime Minister of India. In his demise, the
country has suffered a great loss. Firstly, he
not only stood for the cherished values of
secularism and democracy in our polity, but
he also fought for these values to the end.
Secondly, he was one of the great leaders of
the emerging new world order, the SAARC
and the NAM which envisage the freedom
and development of the under-developed
countries so as to rid them of poverty, hunger,
disease and foreign interference. Thirdly, he
had the vision and the dream of a happy and
modern India, free from hunger, injustice and
unemployment, an India which has its pride
of place in the comity of nations. These are
the reasons why the teeming millions of India,
on his sad and sudden demise, feel as if they
have lost a near and dear one.

‘T 41T 7 X AT 5T A7 & U,
T FTH FT T T FF AT T

This is an occasion on which we must
realise that the cult of violence is trying hard
to shatter the values of democracy, debate
and tolerance in our country. We must recall
that it was against such evil forces that, forty-
one years ago, Mahatma Gandhi, the Father
of the Nation, laid down his life. We must,
therefore, pledge ourselves to continue the
struggle for democracy, secularism and non-
violence-values for which Shri Rajiv Gandhi
laid down his life.

As Winston Churchill had said: 'Grass does
not grow on the gallows'. The assassins of
Rajiv Gandhi are not going to gain anything.
On the other hand, his sacrifice will
strengthen the mission of democracy and
secularism, for which he stood.

-

Fed 2T oA A A AAIE &
zeay faear 2T & 27 FYIAr T A7
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We must, therefore, not lose heart, but
pledge ourselves to do all in our power to go
ahead with the task of rooting out
communalism and strengthening the forces of
democracy and non-violence in our country.
Lives of great men remind us that we can also
make our lives sublime. And dep-ing leaves
behind footprints on the sands of time, so that
some other shipwrecked-brother seeing them
may take heart again.

I convey my heartfelt 'condolences to the
bereaved family and pray that the departed
soul may rest in peace.

DR. NAGEN SAIKIA (Assam): Mr.
Chairman, Sir, I associate myself with what
has been said by your honour and by my
colleagues in the House

The nation has been confronted with some
violent events during the last fifteen days. Of
these violent events, the gruesome and
heinous killing of Shri Rajiv Gandhi is an
event of the most dangerous dimensions. It
was not just an attack on an individual. It was
attack on our democracy. It was an attack on
the policy of non-violence. This has shocked
the whole nation, nay, the whole world. A
dvnamie personality with a broader
understanding of the national and global
problems, a man with commitment and clear
vision a man with youthful vigour and high
hopes and dreams, a rain with all the niceties
of human behaviour, Shri Rajiv Gandhi
became not only an un-parallelled national
leader but an internatonal figure within a
short span of about ten years. He fought for
the cause of the humanity and for the global
peace. Without Rajivji there would not have
been the Assam Accord in 1985 to find out a
soh'Hon to the problems of the State of
Assam.

I, on my own behalf and on ber.alf of my
party, condemn the gruesome killing. I pay
homage in the memory of Rajivji and pray
for eternal peace to the departed soul.
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SHRI R. K. DHAWAN (Andnra Pradesh):
Mr. Chairman, Sir, my heart is filled with
deep sorrow, pain and anguish at the brutal
assassination of our dear and respected leader
Shri Rajiv Gandhi. Words fail me to express
my feelings and to express them fully and, if
I may say so, ihe Oxford dictionary will have
to find new words to express my feelings at
this juncture.

Sir, 1 have the distinction of being
associated with him for almost 30 years. I
have seen him grow from school days as a
bright, alert, ener m getic and smart
youngman The qualities of his calmness,
coolness, tenderness and beyond description.
From all that I have seen, I can say that he
was a very cool, calm, generous and a very
large-hearted person. He had the highest
respect for values and system. He was a man
of his word. T would like to share with this
House my experience, how he demonstrated
his highest respect for the values and the
system. Of course, it was a very sad occasion.
At the time of the death of Shri Sanjay
Gandhi it was decided that the ashes of Shri
Sanjay Gandhi would be immersed ir. the
rivers of various States. Pradesh Congress (I)
Presidents of various States were sitting in
my room and in the adjacent room. When
they were about to take away the ashes, Shri
Rajiv Gandhi gave them certain inst -ructions.
You can say that they were sort of guidelines
or in the form of guidance. He said that since
Sanjay Gandhi did not belong to or did not
hold any Government office, no Government
rules should be violated and we should go by
the uystem. At this one of the PCC
Presidents—and 1 would like to mention his
name because he can vouch for it—Shri
Jagannath Mishra quipped: S?T*TITT

This visibly annoyed Shri Rajiv
Gandhi and he immediately told M»i:

S ST, WTHT AR TGN E
qg WITA &7 ATHFTTE (WG T €
G IHTT ?fff]'%"r g |
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This is how I am trying to explain that he
had the highest respect for values and
system.

He was a man of his word. When he said
something, he meant it and kept it. To prove
that I will quote my own case. It was on 31st
Decern!, er, 1984, at about 10.30 in the night
he told me and to put it in his words, he said;
Mr. Dhawan. Hhakkar Commission has
dcided to Iook into your conduct and they
want you to proceed on leave, but I promise
you that ix after investigation nothing comes
6U1 against you, I will take you back. And,
Sir, I would like to inform you and this august
House that I have had two meetings with him
before I joined him—one in Parliament House
—he had sent for me—and another at the
Prime Minister's House. Then he said only
two words to me: "Mr. Dhawan, do you
remember the promise which I made to you at
the time when I asked you to proceed on
leave?" I said, "Yes, Sir, I do." He said. "I am
fulfilling that promise. There is nothing
against you, and I have decided to take you
back;" This is how I can say that he was a
man of his word. That is my experience with
him and I am sure the experience of others
with him is also equally the same.

He was a meticulous person, a thorough
gentleman who liked to go deep into the root
cause of each and every problem and tried to
find a solution. He did not believe in or
accept any excuses. The way he stood by his
mother during her difficult times between
1977 and 1980, and the poise and dignity
with which he conducted himself at the time
of the death of his younger brother, Shri
Sanjay Gandhi, and the solace which he
provided to his mother at that time are a
matter of record.

I would say that he was full of love for his
countrymen and he was totally committed to
secularism, not in the cold political dictum
but as a part of his very being. He always
looked towards the ~ welfare  of the down-
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trodden, the weaker sections, Harijans,
backward classes, women and children. I had
a number of meetings with him along with
my other colleagues, when he was Opposition
Leader, and he always felt concerned that his
touring throughout the country as the Leader
of the Opposition has made him feel and
realize, in a better way, the difficulties and
problems that the downtrodden people of this
country were facing and how to resolve them.
The killings that were going on in Punjab,
Jammu and Kashmir and Assam were always
paining him and he was always thinking of
how to solve this problem, how to come
forward with some ideas of how to save the
situation so that all these things were not
there.

He emerged on the Indian political scene at
a time of seeing India as advanced, with a
vision of a forward-looking and, one of the
most prosperous countries in the world, a
nation committed to peace, a nation wedded
to secularism, with respect for all religions,
equality for all citizens without distinctions
of race, caste, region or sex.

I can say—and I think all of you will share
my view—that he will be remembered as
India's Man of Destiny who was snatched
away at the prime of his life when he was full
of life. He was full of dreams, he was full of
vision, he had the dream of seeing India as
one of the most prosperous countries in the
world. He was snatched away cruelly from
our midst., We all will miss him and history
will miss him. He was snatched away by the
forces of violence and hatred which he fought
relentlessly.

Sir, these are the tributes I pay to him.
Thank you.

SHRI B. V. ABDULLA KOYA (Kerala):
Mr. Chairman, Sir, the crores and crores of
people in India and abroad have not yet
recovered from the shock of the dastardly
and
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cruel assassination of our beloved leader,
Shri Rajiv Gandhi. Even though this great
man has lived only for a short period in our
midst, he, within that period, had earned a
perpetually loving place in our hearts and
life. It is a pity to have such calamities,
forgetting the . advice of great Indians like
Mahatma Gandhi. Sir, it is our bounden duty
to see that political and social violence is
stopped at any cost, and those human devils
who perpetrated this crime are to be
identified, isolated and suitably punished.

I, on Dbehalf of my party, the
Muslim League, and on my own

behalf, express sorrow and convey
our  heartfelt condolences to  the
bereaved  family of the  departed
leader. ..

Thank you, Sir.

SARDAR JAGIIT SINGH ARORA
(Punjab): Thank you, Sir. I would like to
express my deep sorrow and shock at the
untimely and violent death of Shri Rajiv
Gandhi, our ex-Prime Minister and President
of the Indian National Congress (I). I con-
demn this dastardly act unequivocally. Shri
Rajiv Gandhi's assassination is a great
tragedy. It has shocked not only us but the
whole world. I consider that it has also
diminished us by giving such a violent turn to
our politics.

The roots of democracy are still tender in
our country. . We have to nurture them, not.
destroy them. No democracy can survive the
malice, hatred and vendetta that have become
the order of the day these days. The loss of
this valuable and young life is an immense
joitto us. Are we manly enough to turn back
to follow the example of the Father of the
Nation, eschew violence and jingoism in
politics and create a peaceful and non-violent
and wholesome society where real Ram raj
would prevail?

My heart goes out to the bereaved family,
and I take this opportunity to
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[Sardar Jagjit Singh Arora] convey my heart-
felt condolences to Shrimati  Sonia  Gandhi

and the children.
Thank you Sir.
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SHRI KARMA TOPDEN (Sikkim):
Madam Deputy Chairman, I rise to
pay homage with everybody else in
this House to the memory of late
Shri Rajiv Gandhi and also to strong
ly condemn this heinous act of mur
der. We live in a civilised age. Ours
is a civilised society and in a civilised
society nobody deserves to die in
such a cruel, senseless,, brutal and
barbaric manner, least of all, Shri
Rajiv  Gandhi, who was the youngest
and brightest star in the Indian firm
ament. He was a good man, a gentle
person, a noble soul, a loving husband
and a caring father. He was a lea
der of international stature who was
totally committed to the cause of
India. He was a young man, modern
in outlook and with a young man's
dream for the future of India. I knew
him in his younger and happier days
when we were both working in a
bakery in Cambridge.

(Mr. Chairman in the Chair.)

though he was the grandson of Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru who was the then Prime
Minister of India, yet he had the humility of
mind and the seriousness of purpose to take
on a job during his holidays and even earn his
pocket money. At this sad hour my hear goes
out to Shrimati Sonia Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi
and Priyanka Gandhi who have impressed the
whole world by the dignity and courage with
which they have borne this irreparable loss.

On behalf of myself, my leader Shri Nar
Bahadur Bhandari, Chief Minister of Sikkim
and the whole State of Sikkim, I extend to
Shrimati Sonia Gandhi and her family our de-
epest and sincerest condolences.

SHRIMATI JAYANTHI NATARAJAN
(Tamil Nadu): Mr. Chairman, Sir, the fact
that, I stand there before you and before this
august House is itself by the  grace of my
leader,
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[Shrimati Jayanthi Natarajan]

Rajivji. I was standing right next to him
when this terrible 1.00 P,M. tragedy
occurred and lor some reason for sent the
away to his can and that had saved my
life. This is yet another debt, an eternal
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Article 356 of the 44

those of wus who were fortunate
enough to work with him. Above all, he
wag all things to all Indians. To me, the
greatest appeal, the reason why I
considered him to be my leader, was that
he was not confined to any one region; he

one, which I will never be able to repay.

He brought me into politics. He was
the sustenance that I found  in politics.
And to me and to countless of others of
the post Independence generation, he
represented all that is good, honest, decent
and young in politics. History will bear
testimony to his manifold achievements
those who are more competent than I am to
talk about his achievements in economy, in
administration in foreign af. fairs and
towards the unity and integrity of this
country have already spoken about him.
My loss is deeply personal in the sense that
my faith in him was unquestioning and
unshakable. I believed implicitly that my
own future and the future of this country
were safe in his hands. I have lost the
source of my guidance, the rockof my
sustenance and  the fountain-head of my
inspiration. His integrity was of crystalline
purity and equally uncompromising. [
want to place on record that on several
occasions | had gone to him for guidance
on various sensitive issues and his
answer had always been: "Always do
the right thing. We have nothing to hide.
Go and do your duty. Don't be afraid of
anything."  He was uncompromising in
his integrity and he had always shown us
the path to do the right thing, to never
fear anything. Because of him, my
colleagues and Isome of us who had no
other introduction, no other sustenance,
nobody else to guide us in politics, were
able to walk with our  heads held high,
we were able to walk without fear that we
might slide into the various pitfalls that
faced us in political life. Sir, his smiling
countenance and unfailing good humour
and the fact that he was a human being
are some of the details that  haunt us,
1

was not  confined by linguistic, regional
or even by gender chauvinism. He
belonged to all the parts of India, to all
the States of India, to all the languages of
India, to all the religions, to all the castes,
to all the communities, to men and  to
women. Sir, it is particularly poignant for
me and for all women in the country
and in politics to say, 'Here was a man
who  genuinely believed that women
were his equals.' Every timel worked with
him, I could see that he genuinely
believed in the equality of women. He did
not simply pay lip service to them. This
wag why he was a repository of all our
hopes and aspirations.

Sir, it saddens me  beyond words that
this terrible tragedy should have occurred in
my peace-loving State, at the very place
where Saint Ramanuja was born. So much
has been said about him. As I said, he
was so many things to so many people. As
we were walking through the streets of
Madras in procession, in memory of Rajivji,
a vegetable seller who recognised that I wag

present, caught  hold of my hands and
said it. I sell  vegetables. Everybody who
comes to  buy cab- bage or beans wants

something that is young and tender and this is
the story of the way I sell my vegetables. I
didn't realise that God himself was SO
greedy that he should take away even a
leader from the people of this country, he
should  take away a leader who was
young and tender, warm and had the best to
offer for the future." The people of
Tamil Nadu and the whole of India  loved
him. They loved him for his  warmth, for
his smiling countenance because he
represented so much to them — the very
future of this country.  Today, he is no
longer here. But the final tribute that I can
pay  to him is that I will certainly try  to
stand strong, keep my head held high
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as I was able to do when he was here and
stand for whatever is good, peaceful and
honourable. Although he is not here to
sustain me, at least his spirit, his memory
and the words that he shared with us,
will sustain me through this journey.
Thank you.
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SHRI MADHAVSINH SOLANKI
(Gujarat): Sir, we are all assembled
here ' to mourn m the sudden passing
away- of our great leader who was till
yesterday in the midst of us. Shri
Rajiv . Gandhi was no ordinary human being.
Not only have we, but the whole world has
now recognised that he was a highly
intelligent person with a keen eye for
perfection possessing indomitable strength
and courage, a far-sighted visionary, full of
dynamism and at the same time a genuine
charismatic personality. In a very short period
of the Indian history he had risen to become
the symbol of the hopes and aspirations of the
youth of this country and the coming
generations find their hopes in this
extraordinary young man. He had done and
wanted to do so much in so short a time. Let
me say, Mr. Chairman, the teeming millions
of the Third World saw in him the champion
of.the poor and the downtrodden people of the
whole world. By losing Shri Rajiv Gandhi we
do not know what we have not lost.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: I now request the
hon'ble Members to rise in their seats in
approval of the Resolution proposed by me
and observe two minutes silence as a mark of
respect to the memory of Shri Rajiv Gandhi.
(The Resolution was adopted and

Hon'ble Members then stood in
silence for two minutes.)

OBITUARY REFERENCES

MR. CHAIRMAN: I have also to refer
with a deep sense of sorrow to the passing
away of Shri S. A. Dange, Shri Mahadeo
Prasad Varma, Shri Premji T. Leuva, Shri
Uma Shankar Dikshit, Shri Prabhu Dayal
Himatsingka and Shri Dinesh Goswami.

With the passing away of Shri Shripad
Amrit .Dange on 22nd May 1991, the
movement of the working classes ir: India has
lost one of its founding fathers, and India a
courageous fighter ter, a trade uiiw-ist of nof
stature, an emt Parliamentarian and a stalwart
in our political life. Shri Dange was born on
the 10th October, 1399. He wag educated at
Nasik and at the Wilson College at Bombay.
He came into contact with the working class
while doing relief work in the Mill areas. He
left his studies at the age of 21 to enter
politics in the pre-Independence period.

Shri Dange was a founder-member of the
communist movement in India and the All-
India Trade Union Congress. Though he was
closely associated with Shri M. N. Roy in the
formation of the Communist Party in India,
his biggest contribution lay in the
organization of the trade union movement.
His place in the national history is assured for
his crusade to get the Indian workers and
peasants a place of honour. He led the
country's first landmark textile strike in
Bombay in 1928. The Mumbai Girni Kamgar
Union which he formed in the 'twenties
pioneered the trade union movement
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with its concept of workers' unity and
collective bargaining. It also helped catalyse
the industrialisation of modern India based on
equitable participation by the working
classes.

His active political involvement in the
freedom movement before Independence and
the communist and trade union movements
later on made him spend nearly 16 of 'his 92
years in jail. He gave proof of bis abilities as a
parliamentarian when he became a member of
the Bombay Legislative Assembly in 1946
and later of the Lok Sabha in 1957 and 1967.
His remarkable public life spanning over six
decades was a saga of courage and sacrifice.
Shri Dange was also an able theoretician with
a capacity to look at life from a broad
perspective. He authored a few books, well-
known amnog them are, "India from Primitive
Communism to Slavery", "Hell Found" and
"Mahatma Gandhi and History" For his strong
commitment to socialist ideas and great
concern for the toiling masses, Shri Dange
was given the higest award the "Order of
Lenin" by the Soviet Union in 1974.

Small in physique, Shri Dange possessed a
strong will and was of a jovial nature. He
commanded respect from all who came in his
contact, irrespective of their political views.
His death is a great loss to the country and to
us all personally.

Shri Mahadeo Prasad Varma who passed
away on the 11th May, 1991, was born at
village Sariya Birsingh-pur in Faizabad
district in May 1906, and had his education at
the Banaras Hindu University. He represented
the State of Uttar Pradesh in this House from
April 1974 to April 1980. Starting his Career
as a teacher, he took active part in the
freedom movement and also participated in
the individual Satyagraha movement in 1941.
He underwent rigorous imprisonment for six
months. Shri Varma was a Member of the
Uttar Pradesh Legislative Assembly from
1962 to 1967.



